
Red flag is 
raised over 
Russia again 


Davis had official warning 


-*£• 


COUN BROWN 

r ± Chief Political Correspondent •' . 

; 7 Hie position of Pieter Davisas the Na- 

tional Lottery regulator appeared vir- 
V?7 tuaDy untenable last night-after it was 
lei reyeajed L that he accepted free flights 
from a company involved in Tu nning thfe 
lottery despite an explicit warning by the 
v* s Government not to do so. 

> Hie latest revelation came after a day 

< m which Mr Davis fought to hold on to 

T.'i . his £84.00G-a-year post, and Tbry MPs 
mounted an effort to defend him: But 
! last night some MPs said the latest dis- 
j closures m a written Commons answer 
“4 by ^pma Bpttamley coold seal his fate, 

The National Herbage Secretary care- 
fully sidestepped demands for his sack- 
ing by Opposition MPs when she faced 
questions m the Commons. "It is not my 
. view that a knee-jerk reaction is appro 1 
• •• priale in tlieseciraimstances,”sfae said. 
- Vw C Labour MPs said she had ieft Mr 
Davfc‘ - 3wingBig rathe wind* to 
. ' if *r disclosed to Aian Winiaihs, the 

‘•‘Jr- 

-■* ghls at a'Select ttfmmittee hearing last 

-k . Sught, that Mr- Davis had gone on the 

"uKHk frig* 115 against official advice. 

Opposition leaders said Mr Davis had 
' guffiy of misjudgement, rather 
than corruption^but his position was.nii- 
tenable. Mrs Bottomley revealed that her 
" W Department's officials teldtheDirector 
General not to accept any fr ee flights or 
accommodation from G RECH, die US 
company supplying the eqnipmeaifbr fhe 
Nai£nalLWt^oigaiiiseis,CanKk>t,b^ 

: : fore he webt to the United States. 
“BiAuprk 1994, in discussing the Di- 
■ector General's proposed.US trip,. of- 
■ nciafa of my Department advised that 
te Director General would need to en- 
sure that all due propriety was. observed 

r and that the cost of flights and accom- 
modation should be borne by Oflot and 
not their hosts,” Mis Bottomley said. 


MrDavis admitted last Monday, un- 
- der cross-examination by Mr Wiwains, 
at a meeting of the Public Accounts 
Committee, that he had taken five free 
flights across the United States in a pri- 
vate jet owned by GTE CHI Mrs Bot- 
tomley said her Department had known 
about the flights for only a week before 
it'was revealed at the select committee ! 
by Mr Davis. 

- But she went on to say in the written 
answer that Oflot was a non- 
m ma terial Department and therefore 
responsible “for implementing its own 
hospitality and travel arrangements tak- 
ing into aocount the principles and rules 
. set out .in the Cfvfi Service Management 
Code”! She added that Oflot was under 
no obligation to dear with, “dr inform 
my department, about their detailed 
arrangements.” 

A spokesman for Oflot denied Mr 
Davis had put his job in doubt by flout- 
ing National Heritage's instructions. 

• He said ir was up to Mr Davis whether 
he took National Heritage officials* 
advice. “In effect they can't dictate 
whai.be does because Oflot is run 
separately from National Heritage.” 

The Oflot spokesman said Mr Davis 

sonally. “She will be talking to her Per- 
manent Secretary. No meeting has been 
pencilled in.” 

Mr Williams said she had created a 
“rogue elephant” with Oflot, which was 
not directly answerable to her for its ac- 
tions. She may announce her decision 
■ about Mr Davis’s future today, after 
speculation that she was taking her time 
to ensure that she was not leaving 
herself open to legal challenge. 

. Mr Davis made it dear he would not 
go voluntarily. After meeting Mis Bot- 
tomley’s senior officials yesterday to ex- 
plain his conduct, Mr Davis said: “I see 
no reason to resign.” 

Leading article, page 16 
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PM fuels hopes of 



DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

John Major took a further significant 

step towards a firin commitment to hold- 
ing a referendum on the single curren- 
cy yesterday as the Government faced 
another cliffhanger vote tonight .on 
Europe. . ‘ . • 

But although it new looks inevitable 
that Mr Major will promise before -.the' 
election that be would not enter a sin- 
gle currency without a referendum, 
ministers have yet to resoNe the . crucial 
"uestion of whether the Cabinet would 


a currency union. _ ■= • • 

Mr Major made it clear in the Cojn- 
moris yesterday that a referendum com-' 
mitiheut was before ministers, “for 
consMteratioii ^ after Dooglas Hurd, his 
fbnuet Foreign Secretary, went public 
fbr'fffe first time m indicatihghis strong 
siq^iprt Xbr a referendum. 


The exchanges came as the govern- 
ment was threatened with a posable par- 
liamentary defeat tonight over European 
fishery quotas. A Eurosceptic rebellion 
has been fuelled by alarm over the de- 
cision by the Madrid summit to confirm 
a timetable which will mean Britain's de~ 
ridingearty in 1998 whether to join EMU 
and adopt the “Euro". 

Mr Major brushed aside a daim in the 
Commons yesterday by William Cash, 
the leading Eurosceptic MP, that he had 



PHIL REEVES 
and HELEN WOMACK 

Moscow 

Despite the memory of 70 years 
of Soviet tyranny, Russians have 
ushered the Communist Party 
back into the centre of nation- 
al politics and put renewed 
pressure on Boris Yeltsin to re- 
strain Russia's headlong dash 
towards free market reforms. 

The beleaguered Mr Yeltsin, 
who is still recovering from a 
heart attack, will today meet his 
Prime Minister. Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin. to discuss the gov- 
ernment’s strategy amid 
growing speculation that it will 
include finally sacrificing his 
pro-Western Foreign Minister, 
Andrei Kozyrev. 

Although Lhe result reflect- 
ed the anger of millions of 
Russians impoverished by the 
first stages of reform, it fell 
short of an overwhelming vic- 
tory. Free marketeers won 
enough votes for the Slate 
Duma, or lower house, to en- 
sure the Communists and their 
allies do not have total control. 

International observers said 
the poll was fair, although there 
will be deep suspicion over 
claims by the Ministry of De- 
fence that most of the armed 
forces voted for the govern- 
ment-sponsored Our Horae Js 
Russia party. 

With nearly half the voles 
counted, the Communist Party' 
had 21.9 per cent. Second were 
the ultra-nationalists of 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky, whose 
11.1 percent showing was poor- 
er than the landslide vote they 
received in 1993. but better 
than most predictions. 

Western markets, investors 
and diplomats reacted calmly to 
the long-predicted Communist 
victory. Although the parly 
leader, Gennady Zyuganov, de- 
lights the grass roots with So- 
viet-style rhetoric, on election 
day he promised to conserve the 
best achievements of the re- 
formers. 

The big surprise was the 
poor performance of the hotly- 
tipped nationalist Congress of 


Russian Communities (CRC). 
Bui its leader. General Alexan- 
der Lebed — a possible presi- 
dential candidate next year — 
proved popular in his power 
base, the arms-producing town 
of Tula, and will be able to daim 
one of the 225 scats set aside for 
constituency MPs. 

Mr Chernomyrdin said last 
night that he was pleased with 
the performance of Our Home 
is Russia, which won an esti- 
mated 9.6 per cent, despite 
Russia's economic problems. 
He must also have been im- 
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Zyuganov: Putting pressure 
on Yeltsin to curb reforms 

menscly relieved that the elec- 
tions went ahead peacefully — 
the exception was Chechnya, 
where fighting continued to be 
fierce. 

Apart from the pro-reform 
Yabloko part-/ 18A per cent) few 
of the other 39 parties on offer 
will collect the minimum five 
per cent needed to enter Lhe 
450-seat assembly, where half 
the seats are shared out among 
parties. 

The Communist vote came 
mainly from the undeveloped 
provinces, while Muscovites 
and other dty dwellers who have 
started to feel the benefits of re- 
form backed Our Home and 
Yabloko. 

Last night the focus of at- 
tention was already shifting to 
the far more important presi- 
dential poll due next June. 
Further reports, page 10 
Leading article, page 16 
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ulattng France" to go ahead with further 


the Prime Minister further 
abro^E(iro-*^iks by confirming that ^ h 

Britain would not have to rejoin the Eu- IW ^ b 4|%j 

ropeanExchange Rate Mechanism for 

r monc1 ^ Docklands beacon: Britain's tallest building, at Canary Wharf in east London, flooded with colour yester- 

Several prominent lory and Labour . ^ g prev i ew gf ttie light shew created by the artists Peter Fink and Anne Bean. The tower will be lit 

^ PAGE 2 U|> **Y tiie display every night from today until 16 January Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


this Christmas. 


Fa^IdKed Ms chSckai 

AMher faced with a mountain 
Of debt ltilled himself and His 
feur.yorung children. / Page 3- 


Why a good mood means bad decisions 


LIZ HUNT . 

Health Editor 


Moisa chiefs skte&ie 

Measa’s. top official ran his 
own business from the oigam- 
sation's headquarters. Page 3 


A good mood may be bad for 
people faced, with problem- 


*nie'&5ri^ltife^p 
last night riesprte continuing 
k^mriftiaon.' : Page 2 


Ibd^weatiier- 

Ram and sleet in many areas of 

liteUK: Section -Tro, page 21 . 


degree of logical thought and 
planning, according to a study. 

Researchers say the brain 
may be too busy retrieving 
“feelgood” memories to en- 
hance the positive mood to fo- 
cusl fully on the task in band. 
Someone m a neutral mood 
can devote themself solely to 
.pipblmn solving, they argue. 


A team from the Department 
of Psychology at Warwick Uni- 
versity analysed the reasoning 
performance of individuals 
whose moods had been ma- 
nipulated. lb achieve a good 
mood, one group were shown 
a comedy programme; a neutral 
mood was triggered in another 
group by showing them a doc- 
umentary; a bad mood was in- 
duced in a third group by 
showing them a documentary 
on stress. The groups were then 
gjven two reasoning tasks. The 
neutral mood group performed 
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well, but the positive and neg- 
ative mood states of the other 
two groups affected their per- 
formance. 

In another test the groups 
were given a psychological test 
in which a block is moved 
around to achieve a given out- 
come. All three groups took the 
same time to plan the first 
move, but the good mood group 
then took twice as many moves 
as the others to attain the goal. 

Dr Mike Oaksford. a senior 
lecturer in psychology, who will 
today present the results of the 


secti on 

TWO 


study on the opening day of the 
the British Psychological Soci- 
ety Conference in London, said: 
“The positive group put as 
much time into planning their 
first move as the other groups 
but their construction of a plan 
was much less efficient." 

Dr Oaksford, who will receive 
the BPS Spearman Medal today 
for his work on human reason- 
ing, said that the positive mood 
state may be affecting the brain’s 
capacity for “working memory" 
- a space devoted to thinking, 
planning, and problem solring 


- as good memories are being 
retrieved al the same time. 

“It is like a having a black- 
board to work your problems 
out on but your memory is 
writing on that blackboard a i the 
same time.” he said. 


. pep.ciri-. AC .controls the production of excess 
'stomach acid for up to ? Hours. Sc' even' if ybu'earo 
m,:-;r c.v rr * 1 Cr-r.V'",r- 
j> E’.'.: y:ur i.c” fou: •--in L" ioK£n core of 
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Rail privatisation: First line moves into private hands as Stagecoach signs contract for South West Trains 

First privatised rail line is agreed 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 
and COUN BROWN 

The first rail line was privatised 

last night despite con tinuing 

legal confusion and a change in 
the rules governing the frandnse 
process by the Sir George 
Young, the Secretary of State for 
Transport 

Final contracts were signed 
to hand over control of South 
West Trains to Stagecoach, 
Britain’s largest bus company, 
even though a legal challenge, 
against another of the first 
three franchises, LTS, was due 


Europe 
vote hope 
fuelled by 
Major 

FROM PAGE 1 


Euro-sceptics including Peter 
Shore, who raised the issue 
yesterday with Mr Major, had 
hoped that the stipulation 
would prevent British EMU 
membership in 1999 and ap- 
peared not to have realised 
that it had been removed. 

Labour last night tabled a 
Commons amendment reflect- 
ing its argument that UK fisb- 

wouSd 1 hawMjeen highe/^f 
Britain had played a more pos- 
itive role in Europe. But they are 
far from confident of inflicting 
a defeat partly because as many 
as five of its MPs may be too in 
to vote. The Ulster Unkmists will 
meet before the vote today to de- 
cide how to vote. The increas- 
ing certainty of a commitment 
to a referendum if a Tory Cab- 
inet takes a post-election deci- 
sion to enter a single currency 
arises partly because of indica- 
tions by Kenneth Clarke, the 
ChanceUor of the Exchequer, 
that despite his Strang opposition 
to a plebiscite be would not 
threaten to resign over a Cabi- 
net decision to promise one. 

- But Mr Major and his col- 
. leagues still have to resolve the 
’ question of when, to make such 
a promise -and whether to stip- 
ulate whether if a Tory govern- 
ment decided in favour of EMU 
the Cabinet would have to adopt 
collective responsibility. 

Some ministers are arguing 
that a future Tory prime minis- 
ter should follow the example 
of Harold Wilson in 1975 and 
allow his Cabinet colleagues the 
freedom to campaign according 
to their personal beliefs in any 
referendum. But the argument 
pressed privately on Mr Major 
by Mr Hurd, when he was For- 
eign Secretary, was that he 
should insist that, once having 
taken a derision to join EMU, 
the Cabinet would have to 
campaign with one voice. 

The second course would 


to be heard today in the Court 
of Appeal. 

Sir George Young showed his 
determination in bulldozing 
through privatisation when he 
announced in Parliament yes- 
terday that he was changing the 
rules gjvenjing the allocation of 
franchises following last week’s 
Appeal Court decision that the 
process of drawing up new min- 
imum train timetables had been 
unlawful for five of the first sev- 
en lines. The case rested on the 
fact that the Government had 
said that the minimum “pas- 
senger service requirements". 


the minimum level of service to 
be provided by private opera- 
tors, had to be “based on" the 
existing sendee level 

Yesterday, in his statement. 
Sir George said that the fran- 
chising director, Roger Salmon, 
wcnildnow be required to draw 
up contracts with private oper- 
ators to ensure services were 
“broadly similar” to those 
operated immediately prior to 
franchising. There would be a 
“core service lever that would 
beprotected. 

Sir George’s statement also 
said that the franchising direc- 


tor should, “when considering 
the award of future franchises*, 
take account of bidders com- 
mitments and plans to operate 
more trains than the minimum 
set in the PSR. It is thought that 
most of the bidders for the ear- 
ly franchises will in fact operate 
more trains than the minimum 
but last night no details had yet 
emerged of Stagecoach's bid. 

While Labour accused the 
Secretary of State of "fiddling" 
the guidelines to meet the legal 
requirements. Sir GeoTge’s 
statement appeared to have 
succeeded in buying off Tbzy 


MPs who were threatening to 
rebel against the Government 
Two of the potential rebels 
last night welcomed the state- 
ment saying they felt it would 
require the frandnsmg director 
to provide services which were 
either as good as or better than 
those offered at the moment. 

“I welcome the minimum 
requirement to ensure that ser- 
vices at present BR rates are 
continued," said Tim. Rath- 
bone, one of the Tory Mft. He 
said be was prepared to accept 

minis ters’ assurances that it 
could lead to better services. Sir 


Keith Speed also welcomed 
the statement The Tbry MPs 
are planning to see Sir George 
today to press for more invest- 
ment to be guaranteed and 
one, David Nicholson, MP for 
Taunton, wifi raise concents 
over service levels. . 

Campaigners against rail pri- 
vatisation said the new wording 
does nothing to allay fears 
about potential rail cuts. Keith 
Bin, of the Save Our Railways 
Campaign, which had brought 
the successful legal challenge, 

saki “ "Broadly similar’ docs not 

seem to mean anything differ- 



Uncertain future: A fisherman brings ashore the catch at Lowestoft, Suffolk yesterday 


Photograph: Bryn Colton 


pose acute problems for Euro- 
sceptic Cabinet opponents of 
EMU such as Michael Portillo 


and Michael Howard who 
would then face the dilemma of 
having to support a cause they 
did not believe in or leave the 
Cabinet. 


The fishermen of Lowestoft 
were returning home yesterday 
to the prospect of another 
round of cuts in their industry. 
Nine vessels were in the Suffolk 
port and another four were in 
the North Sea steaming home. 
The fate of their industry will be 
decided on Thursday when Eu- 
ropean fisheries ministers com- 
plete their bartering and agree 
on next year's fishing quotas. 
"Hie ministers are expected to 
agree to a 32 per cent cut in the 
amount of plaice and sole that 
can be landed by Europe’s fish- 
ermen. The cuts will hit Low- 
estoft bard, which specialises in 
plaice and sole, but for many it 
is a small relief from the pro- 
posals put forward by fisheries 
scientists who called for a 47 per 
cent reduction. 

“It’s still absolutely awful" said 
Hugh Sims, chief executive of 


Quotas will hit family businesses, writes Danny Penman 


Lowestoft Fish Producers’ Or- 
ganisation and spokesman for 
Colme Shipping Company, the 
largest fishing boat owner m the 
town. 

“The conclusion we’ve come to 
is that they think more of the 
fish than the fishermen, ” he 
added. 

Colme Shipping runs 13 ships 
- at 40 metres they are far too 
big to be called boats - out of 
Lowestoft Another operator 
has six but they only land their 
catches in Holland. 

The ships are multi-million 
pound affaire and come with the 
most effective fish locating and 
trawling equipment yet devised. 
Colme Shipping replaced two 
vessels four years ago at a cost 
of £6m. While in port over 
Christmas, tire fishermen will be 


relaxing but the support crews 
will be overhauling each ship's 
computers, global positioning 
system, sonar and radar. 

The high-tech ships have mas- 
sive overheads and must be 
worked hard to make a profit. 
Insurance alone costs about 
£500,000 per ship. 

But the ships when working flat 
out can earn £40,000 for a 12- 
day trip. The captain wfll receive 
10 per cent of the catch worth 
on average about £4,000 and an 
18-year-old deck band will earn 
about three per cent, or £1,200. 
“Forget the fisherman with his 
ro 0-neck jumper. He will arrive 
at the docks with his Jaguar and 
copy of the Financial Times 
roiled up under his arm. He will 
start up his computer before the 
engines,” said Mr. Sins. 


The quota cuts will hit the 
profitability of the Lowestoft 
fleet The running costs win re- 
main the same but the revenue 
will be slashed by 32 per cenL 
For the fishermen of Lowestoft 
it is a boom and bust business. 
They have no holiday or side pay 
and they five entirely by what 
they catch. 

For the town it has been most- 
ly a bust industry. The numbers 
employed have declined by 
nearly 1,800 in the last 15 years. 
The industry now supports only 
about 800 people in the 
town. 

In Lowestoft the fishermen 
have invested in big powerful 
ships. Their strategy is the op- 
posite to that employed by the 
Cornish fishermen based in 
Newlyn. 


IhCbtnwall they have stuck with 
small boats ana pursued high- 
er-value prey. Colme Shipping 
sold their oldest and cheapest 
boat, 17x St. Georges, to Steven- 
son’s based in Newlyn last year. 
It became their newest and 
mast expensive ship. 

The quota cuts may force a 
change of strategy on the Low- 
estoft fishing fleet They have 
recently bought a 10m vessel 
which allows them to fish close 
to the coast. 

ir We may soon have to start pur- 
suing the Cornish strategy,” 
says Mr. Sims. 

The Mhnstiy of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and RkxJ says it hopes 
the quota cuts will bring a pe- 
riod of stability. The industry 
has suffered lurches in the 
quantities of fish that could be 
landed from year to year, said 


ent from'based on’ and yet on 
some lines they are putting for- 
ward 50 per cent reductions in 
the numberof trains. Tbafanot 
‘broadly similar . 

Meanwhfle, Thurrockcoun* 
cfl yesterday lost a challenge in 
rite High Court seeking a jikK* 
dal review on the London, 
Tilbury and Southend contract, 
which the Appeal Court found 
had been drawn up unlawfully 
but which was allowed through 
because campaigners had not. 
tabled their legal objection in 
time. Thurrock is taking its 
case to appeal today. 

Firm paid 
£2.3m for 
benefits 
advice 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

FtoTiticaJ Correspondent 

More than £23m of taxpayers' 
money has been swallowed up 
by the hi^ily profitable City con- 
sultants Andersen Consulting 
for advice over introducing the 
troubled Jobseekers’ Al- 
lowance. 

Ministerial replies to parlia- 
mentary questions from John 
Hutton, die Labour MP for Bar- 
row and Furness, reveal that the 
firm has collected £2^44,000 for 
its services to the Department 
of Social Security and another 
£88,000 from the Department 
for Education and Employ- 
ment. 

The firm's fees represent 
just over 1 per cent of the 
£200m benefit savings origi- 
nally envisaged by the Govern- 
ment from the merging of 
unemployment benefit ana in- 
come support and paying the 
new benefit for only ax months 
instead of 12 before it becomes 
means-tested. 

The fall effect of the planned 
savings has already been 
delayed because the Govern- 
ment was forced to postpone 
the introduction of the al- 
lowance from next April to 
next November - at a cost of at 
least £25m - because the nec- 
essary computer systems were 
not in place. 

Earlier, the House of Lords 
forced the Government to re- 
write part of the Jobseekers’ BUI 
because it was too vague and 
gave ministers too wide powers 
of interpretation. 

Mr Hutton said the com- 
mercial arrangement with An- 
dersen Consulting was the latest 
example of government de- 
partments employing consul- 
tants to help introduce new 
policy initiatives, a role tradi- 
tionally performed by non-prof- 
it making civil servants. 

He said: “The JSA will take 
millions of pounds worth of ben- 
efit payments away from 
unemployed people but has, at 
the same time, become the 
source of large profits for city 
firms, with millions being paid 
for consultants’ advice. 

•This confirms the hypocrisy 
which lies at the heart of gov- 
ernment Welfare changes.” 


Ordtec man remanded in S Africa 


CHRIS BLACKHURST and 
ROBERT BLOCK, 

Johannesburg 

Paul Grecian, the former Or- 
dtec director who had his con- 
viction of supplying weapons to 
Iraq quashed last month by 
the Court of Appeal was re- 
manded in custody in South 
Africa yesterday. 

Mr Grecian, who had his 
conviction in Britain overturned 
after the Court of Appeal heard 
evidence he had helped the 
British government and had 
been prevented by official gag- 
ring orders from presenting a 
rair defence, was arrested When 
he arrived in South Africa on 
Friday for a holiday. He was 
picked up by Interpol executing 
an arrest warrant issued on be- 
half of the United States gov- 


ernment seeking to extradite 
him on identical charges. 

In Britain, his lawyer, Kevin 
Robinson, described the joint 
US move, as “outrageous/ His 
conviction, Mr Robinson said, 
had been overturned in this 
country, and, he pointed out, 
prosecutions against US exec- 
utives involved in the same 
case had been abandoned by the 
US authorities. 

A previous attempt by the US 
to obtain Mr Grecian s extra- 
dition from Britain is under- 
stood to have fallen foul of the 
Government in this country 
which refused to cooperate 
with their request. 

British Customs are suspect- 
ed of having alerted the South 
Africans to his arrival 
“The US authorities are look- 
ing for him for fraud, forgery 



when he arrived on Friday be- 
cause a warrant was in circula- 
tion and an Interpol red notice 
was issued in 176 countries.” 
He added that the US war- 
rant did not depend, on the 
British court’s decision and 
that the South African govern- 
ment and Interpol would fight 


Paul Grecian: Arrested 

after arriving for holiday 

and supplying arms," Interpol’s 
director for South Africa, Dave 
Bruce, told journalists yesterday. 
“We arrested him at Johan- 
nesburg International Airport 


any attempt at bail pending his 
extradition to the US. 

But lawyers representing Mr 
Grecian moved to have the 
warrant- for. his detention 
thrown out as well as seeking 
bail for their client 

Lawrence Hodes,a barrister 
acting for him, told the court 
“There was no existing warrant 
for dentention valid in the Re- 
public of South Africa.” He also 
rejected US claims that Mr 
Grecian was likely to flee if 
granted bail saying his client 


had shown his intregrity during 
his long trial in Britain. 

Mr Hodes said this was why 
the case should be thrown ant 
of court as Ins cheat had already 
been tried and acquired “on the 
very same charges”. 

He said Mr. Grecian had met 
South African officials in Lon- 
don before his trip and re- 
ceived assurances that be could 
travel the country without prob- 
lems. 

The prosecution rejected the 
defence motkms and requested 
a 14-day postponement be- 
cause the evidence against Mr ! 
Grecian was in the US. 

The bench instead gave the 
prosecution three days to pre- 
pare Its case, and remanded Mr 
Grecian into custody until then , 

without refusing or granting 
his bail application. ! 


Nestle keeps mum as 
last Rdo goes missing 


Chocolate giant Nestld came 
under fire Last night - for 
snatching the last Rolo. 

There used to be 11 of the 
caramel filled chocolates - fa- 
mous for their “Do you love 
someone enough to give them 
your last RoIo? w commercials - 
m a tube. But Nestfe has re- 
duced the number to 10 -with- 
out cutting the price. 

Tlw move Was highlighted by 
.the BBC1 .consumer pro- 
gramme Watchdog, after a com- 
plaint from a viewer. 

Ne stte defended its action, 
saying it had cut the packet 
instead of raising the recom- 
mended retail price of 24p. 

Sue Brewer, a mother of two 
from Oundle, Northampton, 
complained that Nestld had 


mined her chocolate treat She 
told Watchdog she normally 
gave each of her two sons five 
Redos and spoiled herself by eat- 
ing the last one. But the last time 
she bought a pack, the last 
Rolo had gone. 

Tm feeling cheated because 
I didn't find anyone who loved 
me enough to give me some 
chocolate at a fair price, or to 
be honest enough to print ‘one 
less, same price’ on the packet" 

A Nestfe spokeswoman said 
other firms had raised prices of 
similar brands and said Rolos 
were still good value. “The ac- 
tion we have taken has en- 
abled us to maintain the price 
at a competitive level and we be- 
lieve Rolo offer excellent value 
for money,” die added. 


robbers escape 

Two armed raiders escaped 
with more titan £10(1000 yes-, 
terday after robbmg security 
guards delivering money, to 
cashpoint machines in the Mfest 
End of London. 

Thousands of Christmas 
shoppers were evacuated from 
the Bond Street area of Oxford 
Street as armed police searched 
for the men. both in their late 
twenties, who were seen enter- 
ing the unfltaffed National 
Westminster Bank at midday. 

The street was sealed off for 

nearly two hours as a dozen po- 
lice vehicles ringed the building 
and armed units searched the 
roof and roams. Five man were 
later led away from the bank - 
his understood that they were 
found locked in" a vault. 

School battle 

The battle to save Hackney 
Downs boys' school in east 
London from closure was re- 
newed m the Court of Appeal 
as parents and pupils chal- 
lenged a High Court ruling last 
week that there was nothing un- 
lawful or unreasonable in the 
decision of Gillian Shephard, 
Secretaiy of State for Education 
and Employment, to dose the 
school on the recommenda- 
tion of a government-appoint- 
ed “hit squad”. Inspectors had 
said ft was failing to provide ad- 
equate education. 

Temazepam action 

The Home Secretary, Michael 
Howard, introduced tough 
measures to curb abuse of 
temazepam, the most widely 
prescribed sleeping pill with 
about 7 milli on prescriptions a 
year. From 15 January 15 any- 
one caught in unlawful posses- 
sfonraiud face up to two years’ 
imprisonment, an unlimited 
fine or both. 

Taxi rape 

A hunt for a maroon and black t 
traditional London taxi cab was : 
launched by police seeking a: 
rapist who attacked a 23-year- ; 
old woman who was picked up) 
in the Mall dose to Bucking-^ 
ham Palace in London. The Lari'} 
trade disclosed that there were j 
nearly 2,000 traditional cabs on 1 
the city’ streets which were* 
used as private vehicles, some 
illegally touting for trade. Police 
said the rape victim could have 
got into a rogue vchidc. . j 

Teenager charged ' 

Cart West, l^ was reniSuded in 
before 

magistrates charged with the at-' 
tempted Huntierafftwl Brigh- 
ton, 44, who was critically injured 
when he went to investigate af- 
ter a can was thrown through a 
window at his home on Saturday. 
Mr Brighton, whose skull was 
crashed, was “improving” in Ad- 
denbrooke’s Hospital. Cam- 
bridge. Emit teenagers charged 
with public order offences after 
the incident were given bail to ap- 
pear in court on 6 FCbiuary. 

Murder hunt 

Strathclyde Police launched a 
nreuder hunt after a body found 
on waste ground at a bus depot 
was identified as that of Mhairi 
Julyan, 16, who lived nearby and 
had been missing since going to * 
see a pantomime on Saturday. 
A post-mortem examination 
was being carried ouL 

Beetle burgled 

Lhe^C&n hoi^^fo^^oSa’s 
Wood, north London, of the for- 
mer Beatle Paul McCartney af- 
ter it was rakled by buigjaxs whQe 
he visited his wife, Linda, at the 
Princess Grace Hospital where 
she was being treated for cancer. 
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Price war looms as mobile phone tariffs 



^ GLENDA COOPER 

■ „ ” • ; A mobile phone price war will 

-.start in the New Year as Voda- 
;r> ■' ^ one > United Kingdom’s 
.i, 1 market leader, prepares to 
: ,, i '-V jsuflcb new cut-price tariffs, 
including per-second billing 
“ '• and free air-time. 

' 1 '■'-•-.i , The move is widely seen as a 

.’ reaction to the success- of Or- 
, ange, which has tripled the 
..J" ’ ‘"c? • number of its users in a year, 
and it is likely that CeUnet, 
"S- 1 Vodafone’s b igg eg competitor, 
will follow suiL 

-ji^; •' The main beneficiary will be 
• the customer, who can look for- 

h war d to cheaper bills, according 
D 3ttU both to consumer, groups and 
■■■ . 1 . . the networks themselves. 

• . . ' • Last week, Vodafone met its 
> • -. ’■ " service providers, who sell the 

■ ; ‘ .. phones directly to the public, to 

tell them of the four new lariffc 
. ... ^ on hs digital service which they 

' a plan to begin next year. These 
.... would mcorporate per-second 
billing and free air-time. 

■ The tariffs would come into 

; force in April, but Vbdafone win 

. ■ _l v support any service providers 

who want to bring it in as ear- 
■'••5 !y as 1 January. Its 2 million ana- 
- ••!** - logue phone users will not be 

• V ;* eligible at the moment. 

r Until now, Vodafone has 

' □ieparr > char S9 d customers for a mini- 
_ "ft mum of a minute for every call 
■: v. and 30-second units after that 
" It also levies a standing charge 
that does not include any air- 
' . time. The new tariffs are ex- 
pected to knock between 20 and 

• t.\ 15 per cent off Vodafone bills. 

Vodafone at present has 
]. about 2.25 milli on users close- 
ty followed by CeUnet at 2JSmil- 
■ lion. Mercury One-2-One has 


about 380,000 and Orange 
350,000. A spokesman for 
Vodafone confirmed that it was 
thinking of four new tariffs but 
refused to say whether it would 
incorporate per-sccond billing 
and air-time. He said the new 
tariffs would not replace the old 
ones but would exist alongside. 

CeUnet, Vodafone's nearest 
competitor, is likely to follow 
suit- A spokesman for Cellnet 
said it was “actively considering” 
the idea, but no decision was 
likely before Christmas. 

Mercury changed to per- 
second billing in September. 
*We have no problems with it, 
it’s good news for customers," 
said a Mercury spokesman. 
‘They are going to save money." 

Linda Leonard, senior poli- 
ty officer at tbe National Con- 
sumer Council, agreed. “We 
welcome anything that makes 
mobile phone charges more 
transparent.” she said. 

Lisa Gemon, group director 
of marketing for Orange, said 
it was “not surprising” that 
Vbdafone was considering per- 
second billing She said: “These 
tarifis show that they are tak- 
ing ns seriously. We predicted 
that this would happen within 
a year of our launch. It's taken 
longer but we’re not surprised. 
1 believe we offer a very sensi- 
ble package which is better 
value for money.” 

She added that only \foda- 
fone's digital customers would 
benefit- “It’s not been recog- 
nised... that they’re not of- 
fering anything to the 2 milli on 
analogue users." 

Orange is also planning to gel 
involved in overseas work. It is 
at present in talks with E-Plus, 


the German mobile phone net- 
work, hoping w come io an 
agreement which would allow 
Orange phones to operate in 
Germany. 

The price war this Christmas 
has been sober in comparison 
to last year, which was a record 
year. An estimated 450,000 
phone users were connected last 
December alone. Mercury, 
Cellnet and Vodafone have de- 
cided on offering £50 back if 
people sign up in November and 
December rather than going for 
more elaborate gimmicks. 

Last year Mercury promised 
that anyone buying its One-2- 
One mobile telephones alter 8 
November would be entitled to 
unlimited free calls on Christ- 
mas Day. However, massive 
demand meant many callers 
were unable to gL*i through. 
Mercury reported that at least 
20 people had spent more than 
12 hours on the telephone. 
One person spent 12 hours on 
the phone to Pakistan. 

A spokesman from the Tele- 
com Users’ Association warned 
people to think carefully before 
buying a mobile phone as a gift 
- more than 20,000 mobile 
phones will be bought in the 
Dixons group's stares in this 
week alone. 

He said: “A mobile phone is 
for life, not just for Christinas. 
You may think it’s great to buy 
granny a phone but remember 
you are buying a phone that may 
cost £300 for £50 or even a ten- 
ner. That’s a substantial dis- 
count and you may find yourself 
in a contract for 12 months - or 
counting the three-month can- 
cellation period - 15. You have 
to make your choice carefully.” 


The mobile phone labyrinth; How to find the right tariff 
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Man killed in row over dog 


A man killed his neighbour 
with a crowbar in a row over a 
barkans doe. a jury was told 


■^e^erfts 


. .*. 


yesterday. 

Nicholas Parnell, 32, lost his 
temper in an argument with 
. Willy Portage. 56, and his wife 
after they went out leaving 
their puppy barking in their gar- 
. den, Winchester Crown Court 
was told. 

Michael Sayers QC, for the 
. prosecution, said the Pottages, 
of Elgar Wfelk, Water! oovBle, 
Hampshire, had . bought the 
dog a few weeks earlier. 

“In the week or sohefori? the 
incident, when they were out, 

• the puppy woaldjbe left in the 


garden. Whilst in the garden, 
the puppy used to bark a lot and 
this barking apparently upset 
the defendant ” 

On 6 May, the Pottages went 
shopping, again leaving the 
puppy in their garden. As they 
returned to Elgar Walk, Mr 
Rrnett, a roofer, complained 
about the noise, the court was 
told. 

Although Mr Pottage apolo- 
gised and said that the dog 
would grow out of it, Famell 
continued his complain L He 
accused the couple of cruelty 
to the animal and threatened to 
report them to the RSPCA. 

Becoming irritated, Mr Pot- 


tage swore at Farnell and told 
him to gp away. 

Famell, who denies murder 
but admits a charge of 
manslaughter, went to his car 
and returned with a crowbar, 
saying: “You want some, do 
you?” 

The jury was told that he hit 
Mr Pottage on the head. As Mr 
Pottage fell, he banged his head 
on the road 

When his aghast wife said 
“Look what you have done”, 
famell replied “Do you want 
some?” 

Mr Pottage died in hospital 
four days later. His right jaw and 
the back of his skull had been 


fractured. Famell lold police 
who were called to the scene: 
“We are neighbours and it was 
all over a dog. 

“We had a huge argument. 1 
was already uptight and 1 just 
flipped and hit him over the 
head.” 

He later said he had not in- 
tended to cause Mr Pottage any 
harm, saying he had felt intimi- 
dated by the Pottages, who 
were both about fifl tall. 

Mr Sayens said the defence 
would argue that Famell had 
not intended really serious 
harm and put forward a case for 
diminished responsibility. 

The trial continues todav. 


Methodists cool over unity 


ANDREW BROWN 

Religious Affairs Correspondent 

The Methodist Church and the 
Church of England will today 
Issue a bulletin on the latest in 
a series of discussions on uni- 
fication which have proceeded 
with fluctuating enthusiasm 
since 1955. But none of the par- 
ticipants hopes for much con- 
crete progress from these talks 
about talks. 

Two earlier schemes for re- 
union foundered in the Church 
of England's General Synod, 
largely as a result of Anglo- 
Catholic fears that Anglican 
bishops would be devalued if 


Methodists were recognised as 
their equals. The Methodists 
emerged as a separate denom- 
ination from the Church of 
England gradually and almost 
by accident towards the end of 
the ISth ceniuty. though their 
founder, John Wesley, re- 
mained an Anglican priest. 

The organised Anglo- 
Catholic part)’ in Synod has now 
been weakened by the ordina- 
tion of Anglican women priests. 
The battle against women 
priests was led in Synod by the 
then Bishop of London, Dr 
Graham Leonard, who. as Bish- 
op of Truro, had led the fight 
against earlier schemes for 


union w'ith the Methodists. 
However, the Methodist 
Church, which had been the 
more enthusiastic suitor, seems 
to have lost some of the passion 
it once brought to the cause. 

In common with the Roman 
Catholics, both churches have 
been losing members since the 
most serious unity discussions 
were underway: the Church of 
England, wit h l?f>.iViG people on 
its electoral rolls, is now down 
lo 70 per cent of its l q 75 mem- 
bership, and the Methodists, 
with 420.S3n members, are at 73 
per cent of the 1975 strength. 

But in Kuh churches there is 
considerable enthusiasm for 


informal co-operation at local 
level, especially in the country- 
side. The growl It in such infor- 
mal co-operation is probably the 
greatest success ol the ecu- 
menical movement, which is 
otherwise in retreat all around 
the world at the moment. 

Hopes ol reconciliation be- 
tween the Church of England 
and the Roman Catholic 
Church, which /Anglican oppo- 
nents of union with the 
Methodists would have pre- 
ferred. have been blasted by the 
way in which the ordination of 
women exposed completely ir- 
reconcilable attitudes to au- 
thority between the churches. 
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At least it does with the new Citizen Eco- Drive. 

A photo electric cell behind the dial converts any light into electric- 
power, so you'll never have to worry about changing the battery. 

Through normal daily wear the watch absorbs enough light to keep 
it charged and accurate. As little as five minutes of daylight is enough 
to keep it going for 24 hours. When fully charged, the Eco-Drive will 
keep perfect time for about seven days, even locked in a dark drawer. 

Eco-Drive watches are priced from £89.50 to £195 and come with 
a three year guarantee. The model illustrated here is £110. 

You might think such an amazing technological breakthrough by 
Citizen is a wind up. it's noL 
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Burger King pays 
£106,000 to staff 
forced to ‘clock off 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor ; . 

The fast-food chain Burger 
King has paid out £106,000 in 
compensation to staff employed 
on controversial “zero-hours" 
contracts. 

The 900 employees, who re- 
ceived average back pay of 
£118 for the six months to Sep- 
tember, had been made to 
st and around, unpaid, in the 
burger restaurants untD b usines s 
picked up. 

One Glasgow student said 
that he bad received £1 for a 
five-hour stint, and another 
employee in Cardiff claimed she 
was paid nothing after she had 
worked a shift 

The Labour Party, together 
with the unions, bad cam- 
paigned for Burger King to 
pay compensation after it was 
revealed that staff were being 
told to dock off for unpaid 
breaks. 

In a letter to lan McCartney, 
the Labour employment 
spokesman, the company in- 
sisted that such sched uling did 
not constitute company policy 
and that the practice was not 
widespread. Mr McCartney has 

hours contracLsan^ says that a 
future Labour government 
would make them unlawful. 

The letter to Mr McCartney, 
from Craig Bushey, managing 
director (Western Europe) of 
Burger King, said: “The back 

S ty was calculated on the dif- 
rence between the hours that 
employees were scheduled to 
work and those for which they 
received payment, irrespective 
of whether they volunteered to 
go home. 

“Because h was not possible 
to identify those occasions 
where people stopped worked 
on a voluntary basis, we decid- 
ed to compensate all staff who 



lan McCartney: ‘Scrooge 
has backed down’ 

worked less hours than they had 
been scheduled,” he wrote. 

Mr Bushey pointed out that 
the number of employees who 
had received compensation was 
therefore larger than those 
who had been affected by the 
“misuse of rostering". 

He expressed the hope that 
“the action taken by Burger 
King puts this issue to rest and 
demonstrates our commitment 
to equitable employment 
practices." 

The practice of offering zero- 
hours contracts is increasingly 
widespread in the service sec- 
tor, especially in hotels and 
restaurants. While it minimis- 
es labour costs for the employ- 
er, possibly at the expense of the 
employee, there is no law to 
prevent any employer using 
these arrangements. 

Mr McCartney said the pay- 
out was a complete vindication 
of the party's campaign against 
such conditions of employment. 
He said that he had suspected 
that the practice was wide- 
spread because of the number 
of letters be bad received. 

John Monks, general secre- 
tary of the TUC, said that the 
Burger King case exposed the 


Chinook crash 



test ‘flame-out’ 


An RAF Chinook helicopter 
suffered an engine “flame-out” 
and computer malfunctions 
during trials only weeks before 
a similar aircraft crashed killing 
29 people, a fatal-accident 
inquiry was told yesterday. 

Further trials of the troubled 
aircraft bad been suspended 
while the engine failure was in- 
vestigated. but the RAF con- 
tinued flying Chinooks on 
operations, the inquiry at' Pais- 
ley Sheriff’s Court was told. 

The inquiry concerns a Chi- 
nook which was en route from 
Northern Ireland to the Scot- 
tish Highlands when it crashed 
on the southern tip of the MuD 
of Kin tyre on 2 June last vear, 
t rillin g everyone on board 

Those who died were 10 
members of the RUC special 
branch, nine Army intelligence 
officers, six MI5 officers and the 
four-man RAF crew. 

At yesterday's preliminary 
hearing, the allegations of the 
faults found in the trials on a 
Chinook Mark II helicopter 
were raised by Aidan O’NeilL 
a lawyer representing the wid- 
ow of the crash pilot. Fit Lt 
Jonathan Tapper. 

Fit Lt Tapper, 28, and his co- 
pDoL Fit Lt Richard Cook, 30, 


were blamed by RAF chiefs for 
the accident. 

Mr O’Neill said he had 
received a statement from a 
Colonel Hodgkiss. who worked 
at the MoD’s Boscombe Down 
test facility. The colonel had said 
that on 7 March last year, dur- 
ing testing, there had been an 
incident in which a Chinook 
Mark H developed some type 
of “flame-out”. 

Thais of the aircraft were sus- 
pended while the engine failure 
was investigated. There were 
also several malfunctions of 
the machine’s computer. Mr 
O'Neill said he would be grate- 
ful if the MoD could provide de- 
tails of the incidents. 

Siggi Bennet, for the MoD, 
claimed it was not the place to 
make such allegations. Earlier, 
the inquiry was told that the 
Chinook helicopter pilot had 
been accused of “gross negli- 
gence” and that the widows of 
the crewmen had been refused 
funding from the MoD for 
legal representation. 

Around 50 witnesses are ex- 
pected to give evidence to the 
inquiry, which is due to last four 
weeks. 

Sir Stephen Young adjourned 
the hearing until 8 January. 


DAILY POEM 


Sorrows of the Moon 

By Charles Baudelaire 

How lazily to-night the moon dreams above the land: 

Like a rare beams' on her cushioned couch. 

Who before she slips to sleep allows her hand 
Caress her breast, with slight and sensuous touch. 

On the satined back of soft drifts of foam 
Swooning, she reclines, as night flies by. 

Lifting her eves towards those shapes that mam 
Like flowers, the floating terraces of the sky. 

When sometimes the languid one lets fall 
On earth just one furtive tear, mass all. 

A pious poet, disdainful of sleep's prize. 

Will cradle that pale tear within his hand 
With its reflecting irises like a diamond band 
To treasure in his heart, far from the suns eyes. 

In April 1S55, 18 poems by Charles Baudelaire appeared in 
Recedes Deux Morales. He called them Us Fleurs du Mai, 
WlheiTpnm of Sickness, and they caused a sensation for their 
frank Images. When they were published in an ert end edver- 
sion Baudelaire was prosecuted for obscenity by the French 
Courts; the ban on some prohibited poems not being lifted 
untfl May 1949. Ulick O’Connor, the Insb biographer, poet 

Satire published by the Monarchlme/Wolfhound Press 
{6S Mountjoy Square. Dublin 1.) at £5-99. 


myth that low pay was a prob- 
lem only in small and snuggling 
firms. "It shows that workers 
in large as well as small 
firms need the protection of a 
minimum wage," he said. 

Owned by the Grand Met- 
ropolitan group. Burger King 
has told its managers' that the 
practice of telling staff to clock 
off during quiet periods is noi 
acceptable. 

John Edmonds, general sec- 
retary of the GMB general 
union, said: “We are delighted 
that the company have opened 
their wallets to recompense for 
their bad practice. 

“We will be watching like 
hawks to wipe out this practice 
from British workplaces. 

Mr McCartney, welcoming 
the payout said: “Scrooge has 
backed down just in time for 
Christmas." 



Christmas ritual: Mike Free, Mayor of Glastonbury, taking cuttings of the Holy Thom at St John's yesterday to send to the Queen Photograph: Christopher Jones 
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A NETWORK THAT 


COVERS LESS THAN 98% 


OF THE POPULATION? 


A: YOU DON'T CALL THEM 


Cellnet covers 96% of the UK population. Before you choose any 
other network, just ask them who they cover. Call 0800 21 4000. 


THE NET THAT SETS YOU FREE. 
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PC ‘raped 15 -vear-old girl high on solvent’ 


A police officer raped a 15-year- 
old solvent addict in the back of 
his patrol car after finding her 
“insensible” in an alley, a court 
was told yesterday. 

Preston Crown Court was 
told that Constable Adam 
Grice-Roberts, 32, had been 
told to take the girl to hospital 
but had sex with her in the car 
in the police station garage at 
Blackpool, Lancashire. 

The jury was told Grice* 
Roberts admits having set with 
the girl but claimed she had per- 
suaded him to do iL He has 
pleaded guilty to unlawful sex- 
ual intercourse but denies rape. 

Guy Gozem, for the prose- 
cution, said Lhat the girl was “in- 
sensible” from inhaling gas, to 
which she was addicted. “She 


was in no condition to decide 
whether to consent or not," he 
said. “The prosecution say this 
fact was obvious." 

The rape is alleged to have 
happened on 18 April when a 
woman found the girl - ‘‘ap- 
parently in another world** -and 
called the police. Mr Gozem 
said there was no dispute Grice- 
Roberts put her in his C3r where 
she earned on inhaling gas and 
that he had taken her to Black- 
pool police station where a 
sergeant advised him to take her 
to bospitaL 

“He walked her back to his 
car in the police station garage 
and in the back of the car had 
sexual intercourse with her 
there and then. He tben drove 
her to hospital.” 


The girl, who cannot be 
named, had been to her parents' 
borne in Blackpool for the East- 
er weekend and was due to re- 
turn to a children's home in 
North Whies where she lived. 

After Grice-Roberts dropped 
her al the hospital she caught 
a train out of the resort She was 
put off the service at Preston be- 
cause she was seen inhaling ffre. 
She ran away from a police 
officer and later that day made 
two phone calls to Childline. 

The girl told a policewoman 
in video interviews lhat Grice- 
Roberts had touched her inde- 
cently while she was in the 

alleyway, putting his band down 

her pants and asking her if it felt 
good. Mr Gozem said the girl 
had said no. She said on the 


video lhat the officer had let her 
cany on sniffing in the car, 
where he touched her again. 

Mr Gozem said after they 
arrived at the police staikm they 
were sent away almost imme- 
diately by the sergeant Grice- 
Roberts agreed that “there and 
then, almost immediately, he 
had sexual intercourse with her 
as she lay across the back seal 
of the car". 

The girl claimed she was in- 
haling from a can as the officer 
had sex with her. Three empty 
cans were later found in tbe un- 
derground garage. The girl told 
police about her condition at tbe 
time: “I was really out of it.” 

Asked if she had told Grice- 
Roberts nd to ck> it, she replied: 
“No, at the time I didn’t even 


know what was going cm. I was 
high. I knew he was having sex. 
but I was high.” 

Mr Gozem said Grice - 
Roberts’s account to police was 
that the girl had consented to 
intercourse and that in effect 
she had persuaded him to do iL 
He claimed she had talked 
about it and said she wanted iL 
and touched him on the way 
back to tbe car “to leave him in 
□o doubt she wanted sex”. 

Mr Gozem said from the 
description of other witnesses 
“it must have been perfectly ap- 
parent this girl was in no 
position to consent to sex”. 

Two video-taped interviews 
with her would form her main 
evidence and she would then be 
cross-examined by videolink. 


The jury of seven men and 
five women watched on televi- 
sion screens set up in the court 
as the girl described in.a taped 
interview what she claimed had 
happened when Grice-Roberts 
found her. She said: “I cant re- 
member modi I was fere down. 
I got up and carried on sniffing. 
He kept asking me why 1 did ft.” 
She said the officer, who was 
in uniform, had put his hand 
down her pants. “He asked me 
if it made me feel good." she 
said. “I said no. He said, ‘Car- 
ry on finishing your can.’ Then 
he took me back to the car. He 
carried on touching me.” 

She claimed that in the dim- 
ly lit underground car park at 
Blackpool police station, he had 
then bad intercourse with her. 


“He did iL He had sex with me 

in the car,” she said. 

She then described how 
Grice-Roberts dropped I her on 
at the Victoria hospital She lort 
without being treated after 
asking to use the toileL 
She went home, pKfccd a bag 
to return to the children's home 
and caught a tram for Preston, 
but ran off when she saw a po- 
i y?»mnn waiting at the station. 
‘ She then phoned the children's 
helpline Childline and told 
them what had happened. 

The girl said she had bought 
six ram of butane gas that day 

and had already sniffed three of 

them. She said: “I was high. 

3 knew I was having set but I was 

high. I am not lying." 

, The trial continues. 



Grice-Roberts; Admits sex 
with girl in patrol car 


Unlawful weapons: Headmaster’s death and record level of stabbings prompt campaig n to reduce violence 

Police issue 
amnesty for 
knives to 
be dumped 


JASON BENNETTO 
and DANNY PENMAN 

A nationwide knife amnesty 
will be launched by police 
tomorrow in the aftermath of 
the stabbing to death of tbe 
school headmaster Philip 
Lawrence. 

A record number of people 
were killed in knifing incidents 
last year -more than five a week 
- providing evidence that a 
growing number of young men 
and teenagers cany “blades” 

Police are concerned about 
the widespread availability of 
knives, which can be bought 
from DTY shops for as little as 
5 Op, or specialist magazines 
ana dealers in military weapons 
for more than £1.000. There is 
no age restriction on buying 
knives- in theory a three-year- 
old could go into a shop and 
purchase a Bowie knife with a 
12-inch blade. 

From tomorrow until 20 Jan- 
uary, owners of knives will be 
able to surrender the weapons 
anonymously in special bins 
located in police stations 
throughout the 43 forces in 
England and Wiles. 

The concern about a growing 
knife culture in Britain was 
highlighted by the stabbing to 
death of Mr Lawrence on 8 De- 
cember. IBs murder, outside his 
school in Maida We, north-west 
London, has prompted the po- 
lice to launch the knife amnesty. 

Last year 236 people -165 of 
them men - were killed in Eng- 
land and Wales by a “sharp in- 
strument”, compared to 183 
the previous year. Home Office 
figures reveal. In Scotland. 58 
victims died in knife attacks, an 
increase of 14 from 1993. 

The divcisity of knives on sale 
has never been greater. Maga- 
zines such as Combat & AtWtana 
and Combat and Siavh-al cany 


pages of adverts for weapons in- 
cluding throwing knives 
(£11.50), hunting knives (from 
£17), and doubied-edged 
commando knives (£19). 

James Mazchington. editor of 
Combat & Militaria, which this 
month carries a review of 
“Spanish Blades”, said: “The 
knife-carrying culture needs to 
be attacked There's an element 
who are prepared to carry 
knives and misuse them. While 
there are DIY and kitchen 
shops selling knives to anyone 
who wants them, passing laws 
is pretty useless.” 

Frank Kay, owner of Framar 
Hammerli UK, is Blackburn, 
one of the largest suppliers of 
military and hunting style 
knives, said that teenagers were 
fascinated by the weapons he 
sold in his shop. “What little 
boys aren’t interested in a 
Bowie or a throwing knife?” 

He said he would never sell 
anything to someone aged un- 
der 17, although he admitted he 
had no control over goods sold 
via mail order. “It’s the person 
that holds the knife that the laws 
should be dealing with, not the 
weapon,” be said. 

A! the London Trading Place, 
in central London, customers 
can choose from a selection of 
several hundred knives costing 
from about £10. Top-quality 
“survival knives” with eight- 
inch blades, a serrated edge and 
a “skull-crushing" handle retails 
for £197. 

Asked why people bought the 
combat knives, an attendant 
replied: “It’s like, why drive a 
Jaguar rather than a Mini? 
These knives are Jaguars." 

Alan Galer, manager of 
Butgess& Galer, which supplies 
the West End theatre trade 
with knives, said it would be 
almost impossible to legislate 
against tbe sale of knives capa- 



Blade runner: Frank Kay with some of the speciality knives on sale at his shop in Blackburn, Lancashire 


ble of killing because they also 
have many legitimate uses. 
“What’s the difference between 
a chefs knife and a dagger? 
Many murders are committed 
with them as well. 

“There’s always been a prob- 
lem with knives. We sell a lot of 
things that could be used as dan- 
gerous weapons but we are re- 
sponsible. Sometimes we do 
get dodgy-looking people in 
Eere and we won’t sell knives to 
them.” 

Police raids have uncovered 
a huge variety of weapons be- 
ing held by teenagers. In Lon- 
don this has included bayonets. 


flick knives, hunting knives, 
craft knives and ceremonial 
daggers as well as kitchen 
knives. In south-east London 
this has resulted in a police cam- 
paign aimed at schoolchildren, 
including one called Kids 
Against Knives. 

However, the impression that 
schools are awash with knives 
is wrong, according to some 
criminologists. John Pitts, Pro- 
fessor of Applied Social Sci- 
ences at Brunei University, who 
recently completed a survey 
of two secondary schools, in 
east London and in Liverpool, 
said: “We are now Cast ap- 


proaching a Los AngJes-5tyle 
^ng situation." 

However, he calculated that 
less than 5 per cent of the 
pupils in the London school car- 
ried knives, but none were re- 
ported in the Liverpool school. 
He said stabbing raised the fear 
of knife attacks, which in turn 
made the carrying of knives 
more likely for protection. 

Jock Young, Professor of 
Criminology at Middlesex Uni- 
versity, added: "It is really com- 
mon for people including young 
women to carry knives now tor 
self-defence. There’s a macho 
culture growing up which re- 


volves around violence but 
knives are carried by only a 
minority of people.” 

■ Two pubs are using metal de- 
tectors to scan customers for 
hidden knives because of fears 
of increased violence in public 
houses. 

Bouncers are using hand- 
held detectors during the week- 
ends at the pubs in the city 
centre of Durham. The move 
follows an incident in which a 
doorman was wounded in a 
knife attack outside the Coach 
and Eight. 

A spokesman for the pub 
said: “We brought it in after we 


Photograph: Asadour Guzelian 


getting t 
read about stabbings and trou- 
ble in the area, particularly in 
Newcastle. This seems to beget- 
ting worse so we wanted to put 
a stop to it ” 

He said there had been not 
trouble with knives since the 
detectors were introduced. 

Paul Martin, manager of the 
other pub involved, the Fight- 
ing Cocks, said: “It seems to be 
working as we've only found a 
couple of pocket knives since we 
starting using the machines 
about three months ago. The 
customers all think it’s a good 
idea." 


Chemicals 
in food 
may lower 
fertility 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 
Environment Correspondent 

Low levels of common indus- 
trial chemicals found in a vari- 
ety of packaging and food 
products affect the testes and 
sperm counts of rets, new 
research has shown. 

TTic two British scientists 
who co-authored a report on the 
research, published this month 
in the American journal Envi- 
ronmental Health Perspectives, 
were yesterday divided on Its 
implications for human male 
fertility. 

Professor John Sumpter, of 
Brunei University, in Middlesex, 
thought the findings could be 
“extraordinarily significant” tn 
unravelling why human male 
sperm counts have fallen dra- 
matically in recent decades in 
the Vfcstcm world. 

But Dr Richard Sharpe. Of 
the Medical Research Connors 
Reproductive Biology Unit m 
Edinburgh, played down the 
link. He issued a statement 
saying that humans are likely to 
be exposed to the chemicals at - 
“OTTfiodenibly lower" levels than || 
those used in the study. 

The rats were exposed tojtwo 
man-made chemicals, known as 
phthalates, which arc known to 
mimic the female sex hormone 
oestrogen and which are now 
widely dispersed in the envi- 
ronment at low concentrations. 

The Edinburgh researchers 
found that baby male rats’ testes 
were up to 13 per cent smaller 
and sperm counts up to 21 per 
cent lower as a result. 

Phthalatcs are used to impart 
flexibility in plastics, including 
food wrappings, and have been 
found at concentratioas above 
lOmg per kilogram in products 
as diverse as sandwiches, 
snacks, sausages, and butter. 

Gwynne Lyons, a consultant 
to the Vforld Wide Fund tor Na- 
ture on artificial oestrogens, said 
the research should lead to 
“urgent action”. 

“There's not only a threat to 
human fertility,” she said, “ but 
to wild animal species as these 
substances build up in the wider 
environment.” 
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W e wouH hke to gjve you some sound 
advice - enter our Aiwa prim draw 
and you could end up with the hi-fi 
system erf your dreams. We have £10,000 
of /torn technology to be won, including pow- 
erful midi hi-fi systems, VCRs and personal 
CD players, all of which amstySsh and packed 
with features. There are five prize packages 
plus 23 runners-up prizes. They comprise: 

Fhatpffea 

Z-D9300M.Midi Hi-Fr System 
LCX-500 Micro Hi-Fi Sykem 
HV-FX77 VCR . 

XP-R600 FtersonaJ CD Player - 

Second totze 

NSX-999 MW Hi-Fi 'System 

MS-RXS48 Persona) Stereo Tape Model * 

HV-FX77 VCR 

Ttdrd Prize 

LCX-500 Micro Hi-Fi System . . 

HS-RX848 Personal Stereo Tape Model 
HV-FX77 VCR 

Fourth print 

LCX-500 Micro 'Hi-Fi System 
HV-FX77 VCR 

Fifth Prize 

LCX-500 Micro Hi-fi System 
XP-R600 Personal CD Player 
Rmners-qp .. 

LCX-500 Micro Hi-Fi System ; 

These tfeat Aiwa prizes take bcroeenter- 
tatnmentte mew heights of enjoyment; Here 
is a brief description of each component prize. 

The Z-D9300M Midi Hi-fi System incor- 
porates a Dolby Pm logo speaker system and 


5-CO auto changers ft has five speakers 'with 
ample power output, 3-band tuner, graphic 
equaliser, double auto-reverse cassette deck 
and beft-dtwe automatic turntable. . 

The compact size of the LCX-500 Micro 
Hi-Fi System belies the quality of its sound. 
This versatile system comprises 10W+1GW 
amplifies 3-band tuner, top-loading CD 
player, cassette deck and speakers. 

• The HVFX77 is packed with features 

that make recording and playing so simple 
that even adufts can do it ft has four heads • 
for increased picture clarity. VkiebPlus for 
ease of programming and a one-month, six 
event timer progtimme. 

: . Fbr rmistoon foe move, the lightweight 
XP-R600 Personal CD Pteyer affeis great CD 
sound piuft 9 digftai synthesiser tuner with 30 
posset bands. •• 

The NSX-999 Mini Hi-Fi System is built 
armnda powerful 150W+150W amplifier 
linked to a -tuner 3-CD auto changer CD 
player, and a double aao-rereree cassette 
deck. The.speaker system features 3-way 
bass reflex.- 

. The HS-RX848 Personal Stereo Tape 
Model offers toil remote control with a dis- 
tal tuner andone-Jtey joystick operation.' 

How Tb Enter: To " be In with a chance of 
winning one of foe prize package listed left, 
you must coflect four differently numbered 
tokens ftom foe seven foat we are printing. 

Today we print Token Three and Token Four 
; plus foe entry form will be published tomor- 
row entry fomi will te reprinted te.5at- : 
.urda/&/nc^jericfenL . ' . . 



a. To enter our Aiwa Pitoe Drew you need to cotea 4 dtfter- 
.rently numbered totens. . 

2. The dosing date tor entries Is 16 Januaiy 1996. Send to: 
IndependentfWwe Free Drew. PO Box 250, wWwya Garden 
Ot* Hertfordshire AL7 ITU Wong with a completed eflOy form 
winch wfflbepnnted'on 20 and 23 December 1995. 

3. for previously puWtebed toKens or an entry totm send an 

to: lndeperidentWw«..PO Box 88, WetWyn GwdwrCrty 
Hertfixdj^we.AL7 1TX, *ibu can order up to two tokens per 
. application. _Ptease mark dearly on your envelope, jORen 
Requestor En&y Rjrm. If you need both, pteaia send-sepa- 
rawSACs. Requests must be received by ftst poa 8'Jsnu- 


personal CD player §| persona! stereo tape model 


micro hi-fi system 


•of yy qtfy nattonei newspaper company or anyftm con- 
gee®® vnth me promotion ate not eligbtoto take pert nei- 
tha^tfielr-tetethresrtormemberaofth^ 

-hoKJs., ; - ■ - 

. & The prizes wffibe given to tnefiret2S fuflywiptetoeome^ 
each cortainrpg tour difierentyrwmiberedtciw 
form, drawn In onfec 

6. Winners must co-operate for pubfietiy punnsea if required' 
andaccept that their names win heputfsbed tothe'papK-' 

7. Photocopy of totensfentiy forms are notecceptsWe, 

8. The promoter reserves the right in ffitfr absolute iSsere^ 
t»nto disqu^enywftry or compttitori nominee, or toadd 

to, orwaiw any rules. 

f tocorraspond«iMv«lbee^^ Proof of postage 
.«« «« be accepted as proof of receipt Hie promoter wtt' 
rak tafe responsib%\ - - 

tor erunes lost or derrK- 
. flgScHn the post The- 
Edftor’s decision te 
-finaL ; : . 

, Ifl. Ibecompewtonis . 
open to residents to- 
foe UKilhe Republic 
: ofbefend, the Channel 
JsJaridsBnfftheisto-of 
-Man-foe pfeeeiriB be 
.-as-istated, with no 
: eeA.atenrthre, The -. 

Edtoria dedstoa. la. 
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Russian elections: Despite success of Communists, president has chance yet of winning a second term 

Yeltsin still hopes to cling to power 


Gonzalez 


PHIL REEVES 
Moscow 

As he pored over voting figures 
behind the walls of his country 
sanatorium, Boris Yeltsin yes- 
terday must have longed for a 
celebratory nip of vodka. 

True, they were no triumph, 
but Russia’s parliamentary elec- 
tions could have been much 
worse. ID and unpopular he may 
be, but the President’s chances 
of winning a second term are 
not dead yet 

Although the Communists 
emerged as the most popular 
party with an estimated 22 per 
cent of the party-based vote, 
their victory fell short of a fun- 
damental shift in Russia’s po- 
litical terrain, despite the misery 
suffered by many millions on the 
path to economic reform. 

Fears that Russians have de- 


spaired of democracy altogeth- 
er, and may soon elect anoth- 
er authoritarian leader, are so 
far still unfounded. 

At the 1993 elections to the 
relatively powerless State 
Duma, the Communists had 13 
per cent and the far- right Lib- 
eral Democratic Party had 22.9 
per cent of the party-based 
vote. 

The assembly huffed and 
puffed, but did little, as Mr 
Yeltsin ruled by decree. This 
time around the numbers have 
simply switched around. 

Tne Kremlin clique, anxious 
not to be called- to account 
over their shady privatisation 
deals, is likely to view the results 
as a sign that they may yet be 
able to use the ballot box to 
hang on to power. They will be 
particularly gleeful over the 
fate of the nationalist General 


Alexander Lebed, whose Con- 
gress of Russian Communities 
fizzled ouL The popular Afghan 
war hero may yet mount a 
strong presidential campaign, 
but he has not had the roar- 
away start that many expected. 

The political battleground 
now switches to next years 
presidential race. Mr Yeltsin’s 
prospects look better than be- 
fore: the pro-government vote, 
for Our Home Is Riis&a, did not 
collapse (it stood at 9.6 per cent 
last night). And he has several 
cards up his sleeve. 

For instance, he will proba- 
bly reshuffle his Cabinet, kick- 
ing out his whipping-boy, the 
Foreign Minister, Andrei 
Kozyrev, who has won a seat as 
an MR The International Mon- 
etary Fund is expected soon to 
grant another big loan to Rus- 
sia, funds which will allow the 


Kremlin to try to gamer some 
votes by ploughing money into 
some of Russia's most severe- 
ly neglected areas - the army, 
schools, power supplies. And be 
will be helped by the economy, 
which is out of its nosedive. 

However, time is short. The 
first round of the presidential 
election is on 16 June, after 
which the two top ca n didat es gp 
to a run-off, unless one of them 
is an outright winner with more 
than 50 per cent (an unlikely 
scenario). The biggest danger 
facing Mr Yeltsin is that he will 
fail to make the second round, 
because the pro-reform vote is 
split, not least because of com- 
petition from the liberal econ- 
omist Grigory Yavlinsky, of 
Yabloko. which was running 
fourth yesterday. 

If Mr Yeltsin* (or, if he’s too 
31, possibly the Prime Minister, 


\%tor Chernomyrdin) squeezes 
through, and faces a Cbmmu- 
nist candidate, he would have 
a chance of victory. Although 
well-organised, the Commu- 
nists haw yet to expand their na- 
tionwide base significantly 
beyond their elderly core fol- 
lowers. Mr Yeltsin, on the oth- 
er hand, would harvest the vote 
of everyone who fears the shad- 
ow of the Soviet past 
For all its success, the Com- 
munist Party is also internally 
divided between unrecon- 
structed Marost-Lenim$t$ and 
“new” Communists who bear 
far more similarity to social de- 
mocrats than to any of their fiag- 
flourishing forefathers. And if 
Ge nnadi y Zyuganov, the party 
leader, is their presidential can- 
didate (yesterday he fudged 
questions about it), he will have 
to raise his game considerably. 


Although an impressive speak- 
er, he still lacks sparkle. 

ff Vladimir Zhirinovsky, the 
flamboyant neo-fascist whose 
liberal Democratic Party was 
running second last night, 
makes it to the second round 
against Mr Yeltsin, the Presi- 
dent's chances would be better . 
stiJL Many who enjoy Mr Zhiri- 
novsky's titiHating escapades 
and wild anti-Western rhetoric 
may be happy to vote for him 
in parliament, but will have 
second thoughts when, it comes 
to handing mm the presidency. 

But there is a nightmare sce- 
nario. What if no pro-reform 
can^datesgetthroifflitotbefi- ■ 
nal round, and Russians are of- 
fered a choice, say, between a 
hard-line Communist candi- 
date and Mr Zhirinovsky? Tone 

to dust off the history of the 
Weimar Republic. 


Main parties' 
share of vote 



Kremlin 
stands firm 
against the 
crimson tide 


HELEN WOMACK 

Moscow 

The red tide rose on Russia’s 
Pacific coast late on Sunday 
night but try the time it had 
washed across the country to 
lap against the walls of the 
Kremlin yesterday it had lost 
much of its power to terrify 
the occupant of the red-brick 
towers. 

Preliminary results from the 
Far East, which is seven time 
zones away from the capital, 
showed the Communists and 
the ultra-nationalist Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky romping home in 
Sunday’s parliamentary elec- 
tion. But the closer the count 
came to Moscow, the more re- 
formers began to pick up votes, 
until it was clear President 
Boris Yeltsin would face a 
mixed assembly hardly more 
hostile to him them the outgo- 
ing Duma. 

After two democratic par- 
liamentary elections since the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, a 
pattern is beginning to emerge. 

In both cases ihegbibinka, or 
depths, in other words the 
seemingly endless Russian 
provinces, have voted in a con- 
servative mood but balance has 
been restored by the big cities 
to The west, especially Moscow, 
which is an island of increasing 
prosperity in a sea of rural 
poverty. 

In Russia the city limits more 


or less mark the end of civili- 
sation. As little as 100 miles 
from Moscow, many country 
people live in 19th-century con- 
ditions, taking their water from 
wells, cutting down trees for fire- 
wood Inevitably they are envi- 
ous of Muscovites arid other 
city-dwellers who, while still 
struggling, are starting to enjoy 
the fruits of the free market. 

Clearly the tiny minority of 
super-rich, cruising the streets 
of Moscow in their Wfestera lim- 
ousines, were going to vote to 
preserve their new lifestyles. But 
the nearty 20 per cent vote for 
the government party. Our 
Home is Russia, which topped 
the poll in the capital suggest- 
ed a far wider band of Mus- 
covites already felt they bad a 
stake in reforms. The liberal 
Yabloko grouping also did well 
tying with the Communists for 
second place in Moscow. 

Ttoo hundred miles to the 
north-east, Yabloko, headed 
by the whizz-kid economist 
Grigory Yavlinsky, looked as if 
it had won in the historic city of 
Yaroslavl. It had also done well 
in St Petersburg. Russia’s tra- 
ditional “window on the West”. 
The former imperial capital 
has developed trade links with 
neighbouring Finland and the 
shops there are well -stocked 
with Nordic products. 

The big Communist vote 
came from the Far East where, 
for example, naval officers are 



Rising in the east The Communist Party leader Gennady Zuganov commenting on the election results at a press conference yesterday 


angry about the decline of the 
Pacific Fleet Recently there 
were reports of naval conscripts 
actually dying of starvation 
there. 

Support for the Communists 
also came from Siberia, in- 
cluding the mining region of Ke- 
merovo, which once nearty 
brought down Mikhail Gor- 


bachev with a strike over lack 
of soap in the pit-head baths and 
which has now punished Mr 
Yeltsin for not paying wages on 
time. And it came from the “red 
belt”, the traditionally conser- 
vative fanning region near the 
border with Ukraine. 

In all these areas, Mr Zhiri- 
novsky's misleadingly named 


liberal Democratic Party was 
close behind the Communists, 
confounding pundits who had 
judged it a spent force. 

The big surprise of the elec- 
tion was now badly the nation- 
alist Congress of Russian 
Communities fared. But its 
charismatic leader, General 
Alexander Lebed, was safe, be- 


cause half the seats in the as- 
sembly are reserved for con- 
stituency MP5 and his local 
power-base of Tula did not let 
him down. 

International observers con- 
gratulated Russia on having 
held fair elections. And, indeed, 
they probably were except in 
one pocket - Chechnya - where 


voters were bribed with meat to 
go to the polls while separatists 
continued to reset the Russian 
military intervention. It came as 
little surprise when, in good old 
Soviet style, tire angle candidate 
for regional leader, Moscow’s 
stooge. Dokn Zavgayev, was de- 
clared to have won 90 per cent 
of the vote. 



to lead 
party in 
early poll 

ELIZABETH NASH 
Madrid 

Ffelipe Gonzalez agreed yes- 
terday to lead his Socialist par- 
ty into an early election next 
March, despite having said for 
months, indeed years, that be 
wanted to stand down. The 
Prime Minister bowed to the 
pressure of the partys federal 
executive to stand in his seventh 
election campaign, but the con- 
sensus was more resigned than 
enthusiastic, in recognition that 
no better candidate could be 
found. 

Mr Gonzalez had been qui- 

- .1 UU 


to succeed him, but that plan 
was sc up pered when Mr Solana 
was appointed secretary-general 
of Nato earlier this month. It 
was then too late to find a con- 
vincing alternative, although 
only 10 days ago Mr Gonzalez 
wondered aloud if he had be- 
come, like Margaret Thatcher, 
more of a problem for his par- 
ty than a solution. 

Mr Gonzalez’S name has be- 
come smeared with scandal, 
primarily because of a dirty 
war waged against Eta suspects 
in the 19S0s. Two former min- 
isters are up before the 
Supreme Court suspected of 
covert anti-terrorist actions in 
the early years of his nile. This 
has undoubtedly tarnished Mr 
Gonzalez’s electoral appeal, 
but party leaders reckoned that 
the Socialists’ prospects would 


nosedive were he to cut and run 
so soon before an election. 

■ The conservative opposition 
Popular Party is tipped to win 
in March, but possibly Ming 
short of an overall majority. Its 
leader, Jose Maria Aznar, has 
Med to ignite public enthusi- 
asm or to exploit fixity the gov- 
ernment's misfortunes. 

Basking m the afterglow of a 
successful six-mouth EU pres- 
idency that ended at the week- 
end, Mr Gonzalez is likely to 
play the international card 
stnmgty. Critics say this is a ploy 
to drvert attention from do- 
mestic woes, including a record 
22.7 per cent unemployment. 

His leadership has been 
undisputed since he became 
general secretary in 1974 when 
the party was still illegal. By 
1979, his invincibility was such 
that when he stood down in 
protest at calling the party 
Marxist, the comrades dumped 
the Marxist tag rather than 
lose him. He fought elections in 
1977and 1979 and won in 19S2, 
1986, 19S9 and 1993. 

Mr Solana left Madrid last 
night for his new job in Brussels, 
and was replaced by his num- 
ber two. Carlos Westendorp, the 
Minister for European Rela- 
tions and a career diplomat. 
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Austria’s 
far right 
taken by 
surprise 

There was no disguising the 
sense of disbelief among sup- 
porters of far right populist 
Jfkg Haider as the results of 
Sunday’s election showed that, 
for the first time since be be- 
came leader of the Austrian 
Freedom Party in 1986, his sup- 
rt had declined, Adrian 
kige writes. 

The losses were not very 
great - its 22 per cent shewing 
was just 0.5 per cent down on 
October 1994 — but for a man 
who has sought to surround 
hims elf with an air of invinci- 
bility, it was a serious setback. 
“Tor the first time a man who 
has defined himself as a per- 
petual winner has been seen to 
lose,” said Anton BeBnka, a pro- 
fessor of politics at Innsbruck 
University. “Maybe this is the 
beginning of the end." 

Certainly that was.the hope 
of Chancellor Franz Vramteky, 
whose Social Democrats 
emerged the dear winners of 
the election after campaigning 
on an anti-Haider platform. 

Mr Haider, 45, has never be- 
fore lost support in an election, 
bat he has hadsetbacks. In 1991, 
he had to step down a$ gover- 
nor of the province of Cannthia 
after saymgHitler’s employ- 
ment policies were “orderly". In 
1994 he unsuccessfully spear- 
headed the “no" campaign in 
Austria’s referendum on Euro-' 
pean Union membership. 

Sunday's election, which was 
held three years before it was 
due, was called after the Social 
Democrats and foe conservative 
People's Parw fell out over 
how to tackle Austria’s growing 
budget deficit However, both 
parties are expected to form a 
new coalition. 


IN BRIEF 


Budget stalemate lays off workers 

Washington - Some 260.000 US government workers were tem- 
porality laid off again as President Bill Clinton and the Repub- 
lican-led Congress Med to end a budget impasse that has forced 
the second partial shutdown in a month. Reuter 

Missing Russian airliner ‘found’ 

Moscow — Search teams were virtually certain that wreckage found 
in the Russian Far East is that of a Tupolev airliner which dis- 
appeared 12 days ago with 97 people on board, officials said. Tfech- 
nitians were dropped at the site after the wreckage was spotted 
by helicopter, and were preparing the site for inspection by 
experts. Reuter 

03 and the ‘right thing for justice’ 

New York — OJ Simpson delivered a videotaped greeting at a 
Los Angeles party for friends, attorneys and the jurors who ac- 
quitted mm, telling them, “l hope to break bread with you soon," 
the New York Daily News reported. Simpson’s chief defence lawyer, 
Johnme Cochran, who gave the party, called jurors up on 
m a hotel ballroom and told them: “You did the right thing for 
justice.” AP 

Strikes cut France’s growth rate 

Fh ^i^¥ ic . sector Strikes *c economy around 

30bn francs (p.9bn) for just the first two weeks, according to the 
national statistics office, INSEE, leading it to cut its economic 
growth forecast for foe fourth quarter of the year to 0.1 per cent, 
from between 0.4 and 0.5 per cent For 1995, INSEE now sees a 
growth rate of 2.6 per cent, instead of its October forecast of 2.9 
per cent and the 3.1 per cent it predicted in July. Reuter 

Haiti front-runner ahead in noil 



ficial results are not due until Pafty ’ 


Reuter 


Eritrea seizes Red Sea island 

fo^wJ r S lc, !, saic !, Erilrea bad Mized Grcalcr Haaish Mmd 

tn halt £?,* des P lte . announcing it had accepted a ceasefire 

? £? Ung I S? r &e ?^ and Mci sister, Lesser Hanish. Fight- 
vSPfa? 1 Rlda J y ’ 1 l V1 ^ 1 a Yemeni source saying nine soldiers 
— sh Enteans and three Yemenis — had been killed, while £r- 

muusti y ^ forces shot down a Yemeni 

helicopter. 

French vet fined for sacking HIV aide 

tSLT hailed by Aids activists. Patrice 

veter “J ana *t, has received a five-month sus- 
St!mt P £“y terai and a 20,000 franc fine for firing his 
assistant, Frederic Bonhomrae, who is HIV-positive. AP 

Baby kept out of the picture 

A , baby was refused entry when his 

nhntnoraJSf J? ke . tum an exhibition of erotic 
gtoto^apfas by Robert MappIeth orpe al Wellington City Art 
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Biblical relics: Archaeologists optimistic as they start dig for more fragments of documents near 2,000-year-old ruin 



Dead Sea scroll 
search reopens 


Sands of time: Diggers remove debris from a cave where archaeologists hope to find more fragments of the Dead Sea scrolls Photograph: A P 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Qumran 

In a deep ravine beside the 
ruins of the 2.000-year-old set- 
llement of Qumran. Israeli 
archaeologists yesterday start- 
ed excavating three caves in the 
hope of finding more frag- 
ments of Lhe Dead Sea scrolls. 
It is the first significant dig at 
the site since 1956 when the last 
of 11 eaves containing ancient 
hihlical and non-hiblical docu- 
ments was discovered bv 
bedouin who saw a bat fly in to 
a crericc in a cliff face. 

“I saw there were very many 
trails.” says Hamm Eshel. an ar- 
chaeologist from the Bar-llan 
university near Tel Aviv, who 
firs! realised the significance of 
the caves in 1993. He points to 
narrow hut distinct paths 
through the stony marl which 
makes up the sides of the 
ratine. “I thought it impossible 
that nobody had checked what 
they were, but I brought in a 
iihiIoicm who said the trails 
were made bv man and not by 
animal*." 

lhe pain.* lead to the en- 
trances ;-t a dozen caves, three 
of which are now being exca- 
vated. In preliminary digging by 
the Israeli Antiquities Depart- 
ment a Ist-centurv Roman coin 


and some Roman pottery 
shards were found. Magcn 
Broshi. formerly curator in 
charge of the Dead Sea scrolls 
at the Israel Museum in 
Jerusalem, who. together with 
Dr Eshel. is leading the dig. says 
that professional archaeolo- 
gists had previously neglected 
the site as unpromising. 

He says, however, that ar- 
chaeologists have a poor record 
in finding caves at Qumran. the 
home of a Jewish sect, most 
probably the Essen vs. who tran- 
scribed or stored the scrolls be- 
tween about L^ilBCandthS AD 
when rheir centre was destroy ed 
by the Romans. He says that at 
first archaeologists believed 
that only caws in the steep rock 
wall which rises behind Qum- 
ran contained scrolls, but in 
1952 “bedouin sitting around a 
camp fire were Lold by an old 
man that he had seen a par- 
tridge entering a cave. When 
they looked it contained 15.00U 
fragments nf scrolls." 

fhe hvdouin find, now 
known as Cave Four, is 2LN» 
yards from the present excava- 
tion oil the same narrow 
plateau on which the Essenes 
huilt their communal home 
overlooking the Dead Sea. Dr 
Broshi says that the trails are sig- 
nificant because “if vou make 


a trail in the desert it stays there 
lor thousands of years - ' Dr Es- 
hel says that he and his Leam will 
dig lor 1-1 days and (hen assess 
ivhal they have discovered be- 
fore returning to the excavation 
in February . 

The first Dead Sea scrolls 
were found by a hedouin shep- 
herd hoy named Mohammed 
edh-Dhib in 1947. when he was 
looking for a straying animal. 
He saw a hole in a cliff into 
which he threw a stone which 
made a strange sound. 

When he climbed into the 
cave the next day he found big 
terracotta jars with lids con- 
taining scrolls wrapped in linen. 
Another U) caves containing 
documents were found over 
the next nine years in what the 
American uc’haeolugist \V F 
Albright called “the greatest 
manuscript discovery of modem 
times' . 

The scrolls in the first cave 
were care full;, stored, but oth- 
er fragments appear to have 
been hastilv dumped in caves 
just before Qumran was de- 
stroyed bv the Romans on their 
way to besiege Jerusalem. The 
members of the sect, although 
they had an elaborate water sup- 
ply system and communal 
rooms at Qumran. largely lived 
in caves themselves. 


PLO to try top 
Nablus gunman 


Jerusalem — Ahmed Tabouq, 
the gunman whose militia has 
ruled the Ok) City of Nablus for 
six mouths, is expected to stand 
trial in Jericho in the next three 
days, writes Patrick Cockburn. 
He was arrested after a 10-hour 
siege of his house and will face 
charges of resisting the au- 
thority of the self-rule admin- 
istration, which took control of 
Nablus from Israel last week, ‘ 
said Palestinian sources. 

MrThbouq, 30, the leader of 
the so-called Fatah Hawks, was 
cornered after Palestinian po- 
lice, who are really combat 
troops, sealed off the medieval 
Old City at the weekend At one 
moment he wasseen on his. roof 
top armed with an M16 assault 
rifle and accompanied by three 
of his men holding pistols and 
grenades.. •• , - • 

A Palestinian officer shout- • 
ed: “Surrender yourself and 
yoar weapons. "We do not intend 
tohaxnLyou.’' MrThbouq is said 
to have fired back and jumped 
on to- another roof before dis- 
appearing into the tangle of old 
streets*. Fblice cordoned off his 
house -he has a wife and three 
children - untO he surrendered. 

MrThbonq was taken to Jeri- 
cho because his detention in 


Nablus might face resistance. 
He told the Independent in an 
interview in the Old City orroj- 
bah tw weeks ago that “we con- 
sider ourselves soldiers of the 
Palestinian Authority". 

A thin man with a gaunt 
face and a chain-smoker of cig- 
arettes, Mr Tabouq was a leader 
of the Palestinian intifada in 
Nablus who was released from 
jail two years ago. After quar- 
relling with the local Fhtah 
leader appointed by Yasser 
Arafat, the leader of the PLO. 
earlier this year, he set up the 
Fatah Hawks as a vigilantes. 

His reputation in Nablus was 
mixed. To Said Kana’an, direc- 
tor of the Palestinian Research 
and Studies, he was a kidnap- 
per who extracted protection 
money from local shopkeepers 
by. threats and knee-capped 
anybody who resisted him. 1o 
others he was closer to Robin 
Hood than A] Capone. 

The move against Mr Thbouq 
came after local businessmen 
protested , about him to Mr 
Arafat when he visited the city 
last Friday. His power depend- 
ed an the vacuum as the Israelis 
prepared to leave and the Pales- 
tinian Authority moved to take 
control- - • 
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The Independent is asking read- 
ers to support four charities 
working to help child vic tims of 
the wars in former Yugoslavia. 

Save the Children is focusing 
on children who have been 
separated from their families, 
counselling and reuniting them; 
the Red Cross is running the 
largest humanitarian operation 
in the region, looking after 
refugee camps and linking peo- 
ple through its messaging net- 
work; War Child plans to build 
a £L5m music therapy centre in 
Mostar, and to send urgently 
needed prosthetics to wounded 
children in thcTuzla area: Child 


OF WAR & 
APPEAL M 


Advocacy International aims 
to bring up to 100 sick children 
to Britain for treatment. 

Please make cheques or 
postal orders payable to the 
charity of your choice and send 
them to us with the completed 
coupon (below). 
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Nato warns 
factions to 
stand by 
peace deal 


EMMABAIY 

Tuzla 

MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 

The winter-long, pall of fog 
shrouding the city of Tuzla yes- 


long-awaited US deployment to 
begin in earnest, 48 hours be- 
fore Nato takes over command 
in Bosnia from the United Na- 
tions. By early evening, 16 car- 
go planes had landed at Tuzla 
air base, the latest carrying 120 
paratroops from the 325th Air- 
borne, marching off with Stars 
and Stripes flying: 700 more arc 
expected to arrive in the next 


ft 

i 


the first planes seemed to be 
carrying more camera crews 
and xnmtaiyPR men than com- 
bat units. Still, the US army 
heaved a sigh of relief that, af- 
ter five days of cancelled flights, 
the runway was visible to in- 
coming pilots. The first to touch 
down laughed in disbelief at the 
huge press pack freezing in a 
light drizzle to record the his- 
toric moment One of the first 
loads was a large consignment 
of bottled water and a group of 
British troops. But by evening 
there was no sign of the Russ- 
ian contingent rumoured to be 
en route for Tlida, where they 
will work under US command. 

The US schedule, said 
Brigadier-General Stan Cherrie 
of the 1st Armoured Division, 
was “a little bit behind - no 
problem 9 . The transfer of au- 
thority from the UN to Nato 
would go ahead tomorrow at 
noon, he added. But he could 
give no parting date for the US 
deployment beyond the Unto 
air base: US troops have 
reached the Sava river border 
with Croatia, north oFIlxda, and 
are preparing to build a bridge 
for combat units. Gen Chezne 
sat in on a UN meeting yester- 
day with commanders from all 
three warring factions, and won 
permission for a final recon- 
naissance trip to examine the 
road south from Croatia.. 

All three parties, he said, 
were “very, very responsive” and 
“genuinely agreeable 9 - an as- 
sessment shared by Brigadier 
Richard Dannatt, a senior 
British UN officer who will 
snitch his blue beret for Nato 
green tomorrow. “I*m cau- 
tiously optimistic this can 
work, 9 he said in Gomji Vhkuf, 
the town shattered in the Mus- 
lim-Croal war that will serve as 
head-quarters for the British 
Nato sector in western Bosnia. 

The brigadier emphasised 
the Bosnian Serbs’ “co-opera- 


tive" attitude - the British sec- 
tor includes Banja Luka and the 
towns of Mrkonjic Grad and 
Sipovo, which arc to rewrt u» 
Serb control. "They- realised the 
tim e had come to talk sensibly, 
to talk peace." None the less, 
the brigadier explained to com- 
mander. that Nato would not 
submit to the harassment im- 
posed on the UN. 

The peace plan, he said, had 
been signed by each army’s 
leaders and it was their job to 
comply with its provisions: if not, 
there was “no doubt whatsoev- 
er" that Nato would use the 
overwhelming force - including 
artillery and air power - at its 
disposal. “But 1 detect that it will 
not be necessary." 

His greatest concern is (he 
heavy snow forecast for to- 
morrow: the British deploy- 
ment, which includes 3,000 
British UN peacc-kccpcrs al- 
ready in place and 10.000 fresh 
troops, has continued un- 
scathed so far. But he warned: 



Over there: LFC Frank 
Bottle, US commander, 
arriving in Sarajevo 

“I think the weather probably 
is the biggest problem." 

France will be responsible for 
the south-eastern sector of 
Bosnia, which includes the con- 
tinuing and potential trouble 
spots of Sarajevo, the Muslim 
enclave of Gorazde, and the di- 
vided city of Mostar. It will also 
have a small logistics contingent 
in the Croatian port of Ploce. 

France’s principle of sending 
only volunteers on active duty 
abroad will be maintained. 
More than 50 French soldiers 
have been killed in Bosnia, and 
more than 600 wounded since 
the beginning of French in- 
volvement in 1991. By the time 
the redeployments are com- 
plete, France will have a total 
of 7.500 men on the ground. 

There will also will be 1,200 
Spanish troops, 2,100 Italians, 
and around 1,000 Portuguese- 
under French command. A 
Ukrainian group could also be 
assigned to the French zone. 
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Two Koreas: In Seoul, an ex-leader is accused of taking $32m bribes; in the North, floods bring starvation 

1437 is a former president 



PAUL SHIN 

Associated Press 

Seoul — Dressed in the white 
uniform of a common prisou- 
er, the disgraced former Presi- 
dent Roh Tae-woo went on 
tnal yesterday and repeated 
his claim -that he only received 
donations from businessmen 
not bribes. 

The 63-yearald former gen- 
eral looked tense as he softly an- 
swered 200 questions from 

E rosecutors over nearly six 
ours. Wearing rubber shoes 
and padded winter clothing 


with prison number 1437 on his 
chest, Mr Roh sal still on a 
wooden bench and gazed 
straight at the three-judge pan- 
el seated on a raised podium. 

Asked if he received money 
from 35 -business groups, he 
said: “Yes, but I can't remem- 
ber 'exactly where, 1 when and 
from whom. When I privately 
met them, 1 thought this was die 
practice." 

Under pressure from the 
prosecution, however, Mr Roh 
admitted that he had received 
$32m (£21m) from the nation's 
largest conglomerate, Samsung. 


He said he destroyed all ac- 
counting records after the scan- 
dal became public in October 
- a crime under Korean law. 

The presiding judge. Kim 

Young-fl. repeatedly ordered 

Mr Roh to speak up. but be did 
not comply. Even reporters 
seated several benches away 
could not hear clearly. 

The next hearing isset for 15 
January. Also standing trial are 
14 aides and businessmen, 
charged with helping him set up 
the slush fund. The only other 
defendant under arrest for the 
trial was Mr Roh s former chief 


Red Cross 
steps in to 
devastated 
North Korea 


bodyguard. Lee Hyun-woo. The 
rest were indicted without be- 
ing arrested. 

The industrialists represent a 
Who's Who of South Korean 
business circles, including Sam- 
sung's Chairman Lee 
Kun-hce and Kim Woo-joong. 
head of the conglomerate 
Daewoo. 

The businessmen denied they 
bribed Mr Roh, saying the mon- 
ey they gave him was meant to 
hedge against possible disad- 
vantage in doing business with 
the government. 

Hundreds of people queued 


overnight for the SO scats avail- 
able for the public. Many were 
touts, and the going rate for 
their tickets was S300. 

Television networks gave live 
reports of Mr Roh's 25-minute 
trip from jah to the court. 

About SOD people surround- 
ed the huge television screen at 
Seoul Express Bus Terminal. 

Security was extremely tight, 
with 1,000 'police standing guard 
inside and outside the court- 
house. 

Mr Roh. president from I98S 
to 1993. faces charges of tun- 
nelling commissions and bribes 


into a $650m slush fond he 
amassed during his term. If 
convicted, he could be sen- 
tenced to 10 years to life in 
prison. 

Before he was arrested on 15 

November. Mr Roh claimed 
that collecting money from 
businesses was a long-standing 
practice of past governments 
and denied he took bribes. 

Mr Roh's immediate prede- 
cessor. Chun Doo-hwan. is also 
in jail for masterminding a 
coup ini 979. The prosecution 
has until Friday to indict him for 
military rebellion, which carries 


the death penalty, although 
ihat would be unlikely to be im- 
posed. He has been on a hunger- 
strike since his arrest on 3 
December. 

The trial comes as President 
Kim Young-sam is struggling to 
minimise the impact of scandals 
involving his two predecessors. 
He sacked his prime minister 
last Friday and appointed Lee 
Soo-sungian academic with no 
tics to past governments. 

The National Assembly yes- 
terday gave its approval, setting 
the stage for an extensive 
government reorganisation. 


TERESA POOLE 

Peking 

“We hope the Government 
would provide seme food for us 
but throughout the country we 
know the food situation is seri- 
ous and there could be somf cfif- 
ficulties before the next harvest 
So I hope the Red Cross will 
continue to send this food,” said 
Chu Jong-cboi, straight to the 
camera, with a barren landscape 
behind him. 

Other video pictures showed 
the remains of a collapsed dam, 
acres of destroyed paddy fields, 
and rice aid being distributed to 
hungry, cold farmers. It was the 
sort of footage that one might 
expect to be made available by 
any country suffering its worst 
floods this century. Except that 
this was North Korea. 

In the world's most secretive 
totalitarian regime, the gov- 
ernment does not usualljrbeg 
for international help, let alone 
allow film footage to be taken 
in some of its most impover- 
ished areas.. But Pyongyang’s 
appeal for international assis- 
tance in September, after the 


devastating floods, is providing 
first hand evidence of poverty 
and hardship in a country whose 
official creed is self-reliance. 

The latest pictures were ob- 
tained by the International Red 
Gross, which is providing emer- 
gency food and shelter. Dr 
Piero Cahri P&risetti, the fed- 
eration's head of delegation in 
North Korea, has been in the 
country since October, travel- 
ling to rural areas normally 
dosed to foreigners. “It is so ex- 
tensive, the flood damage. We 
visited quite a number ofpktces 
and everywhere we went we saw 
massive destruction,” he said 
yesterday in Peking. As well as 
die stricken northern provinces, 
the Red Gross found areas 
south of Pyongyang left devas- 
tated by the receding waters. 

It is estimated that 500,000 
people lost their homes, grain 
stores and belongings in the 
August floods. Even before 
that diaster. North Korea was 
already suffering from years of 
poor harvests. “Now it is dear 
that aid will be needed for 
much longer - almost certainly 
until the next rice harvest in the 



Helping hand: Villagers in Taziri, North Korea, fetch their grain ration supplied by the Red Cross 


fail of 1996,” said Dr CaM 
P&risetti. The immediate threat 
is the winter, when tempera- 
tures in the north of the coun- 
try can fall to minus 20C. 

It is, not only the flood areas 
which are in need. A Chinese 


visitor recently returned from 
North Korea confirmed thau 
even in the dries, the situation 
is bleak “There is no meat in the 
market, no fruit, and scarce 
vegetables; People eat rice and 
cold pidded vegetables at home. 


They have to buy things with {ra- 
tion] coupons- People in the 
north dress poorly. No fat peo- 
ple can be found on the streets.” 
The problem for the Red 
Cross and the UN World Food 
Programme has been the reluc- 


tance of international donors to 
give humanitarian aid to North 
Korea. The Red Cross is tar- 
, 130.1XK1 severely affected 
ilc. but its appeal in Sep- 
tember for $4.4m (£2.9m ) has so 
far raised only S3m. The UN 


appea 


Photograph: Red Cross 


eal has fared even worse. 
ie impact of the food short- 
ages on the North Korean gov- 
ernment remains unclear, but at 
the very least the crisis has 
forced Pyongyang to open its 
borders to prying Western eyes. 


Keating 
accused of 
pact with 
‘the devil’ 


ROBERT MILUKEN 

Sydney 

The Australian government 
came under fire from human 
rights activists and East Timur 
supporters yesterday after sign- 
ing a treaty with Indonesia’ to 
strengthen defence tics. 

The treaty, the first of its kind 
between the two neighbours, 
could raise the possibility of 
each coming to the others aid 
in the event of an attack. But 
even before Paul Keating, the 
Prime Minister, and President 
Suharto of Indonesia shook 
hands at the treaty's signing in 
Jakarta, the deal was attacked 
in Australia. 

The focus of unease was 
Jakarta's human rights record 
in East Timor, where an esti- 
mated I Oft. 000 people have 
died since Indonesia invaded 
the former Portuguese colony 
20 years ago. Jose Ramos 
Horia. a spokesman for East 
Timor's main independence 
movement, and a long-time 
critic of Canberra's policy of 
strengthening its strategic links 
with Jakarta, said: “When you 
have a dictatorship and a de- 
mocratic country with icry dif- 
ferent legal systems - one 
almost non-existent in Indone- 
sia because the army is a law 
unto itself - to sign such a treaty 
is like a treaty between God and 
the devil." 

The signing came within days 
of a visit to Indonesia by Jose 
Ayala Lasso, the UN 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights, who reported that there 
were “very grave” human rights 
violations in East Timor. 

Mr Keating denied the treaty 
would compromise Australia 
in dealings with Indonesia over 
human rights, and has hailed the 
treaty, stitched together after 1 S 
months of secret negotiations, 
as a triumph for Australia's 
campaign to consolidate its 
strategic role in the Asia-Pacific 
region. Australia and Indonesia 
will consult on security issues. 

Critics allege that Australia 
has turned a blind eye on 
violations in a territory which is 
physically closer to Australia 
than to Jakarta. Australia is the 
only western country that recog- 
nises Indonesia's claim to sov- 
ereignty over East Timor. The 
UN recognises Portuguese 
jurisdiction. 


US-India relations sink to a new low 


TIM McGIRK 

New Delhi 

Relations between the newly 
Westernised India and the Unit- 
ed States, which it has been 
courting since the demise of its 
old ally, the Soviet Union, have 
reached a new low. 

The Indian home minister, 
SB Ch avan, accused the US of 
having “evil designs” on Kash- 
mir, where Inman security 
forces are trying to quell a five- 
year uprising by Muslim sepa- 
ratists. Then, last week, 
Washington leaked intelligence 
reports that claimed India was 
planning a secret atomic test in 
the deserts of Rajasthan. 


An Indian foreign ministry 
spokesman denounced as 
“highly speculative” the alle- 
gations, which first surfaced 
last week in the New York Tones. 

The fact that India respond- 
ed with less than a resounding 
“no” to these charges has 
concerned some Wfcstem diplo- 
mats. Citing intelligence ex- 
perts, the paper claimed that US 
spy satellites had spotted un- 
usually high levels of activity 
around India’s nuclear test site 
at Pokharan. 

These were regular army ex- 
ercises taking place near the 
Pokharan plant,” a foreign min- 
istry spokesman in New Delhi 
said. US intelligence experts 


quoted by the New York Times 
daimed that India was either 
preparing to test a second nu- 
clear bomb - a first device was 
exploded in 1974 at the desert 
site - or was fine-tuning its 
bomb-making procedures. 

In New Delhi, officials ac- 
cused Washington of using the 
spy photos as a pipy to pres- 
surise India into signing the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
by next autumn, to tie in with 
President Clinton's bid for re- 
election. India has refused to 
join the ban, which goes into ef- 
fect in late 1996, insisting that 
it would leave the US, Russia, 
China, France and Britain with 
an edge in nudear know-how. 


Western diplomats in New 
Delhi are worried that a second 
test may spur Pakistan into 
speeding up its own secret nu- 
clear weapons programme. A 
Pakistani foreign ministry 
spokesman said on Sunday that 
airy nudear test by India would 
“jeopardise peace and stability 
in the region”. 

No date for India's planned 
nuclear blast was mentioned 
by the Washington intelligence 
sources, who told the New York 
Times: “If [the Indians’] motive 
is to get scientific knowledge, it 
might be months or years before 
they do the test. 

“If it's for political reasons, 
it could be this weekend.” 


A bridge too far for commuters 
caught in the spell of the snake 


In India, the snake is considered 
sacred, so when two cobras - 
one a six-footer - slithered on 
to the Nizamiiddin bridge the 
other day, nobody had the 
nerve to kill them. 

Even without a pair of cobras 
lolling in the fast lane, Niza- 
muddin bridge is an awful place 
to be in the morning. The 
bridge connects Delhi with the 
ugly, concrete-grey satellite 
towns on the other side of the 
Yamuna river, and the morning 
rush is unbelievable. You find 
vouxself straining in a mad race 
with buses, bullock carts, auto- 
rickshaws, motor-scootem, cars 
and even the odd camel But the 
two cobras brought the traffic 
lo a mesmeric halt. 

A few of the braver scooter- 
riders were able to zig-zag past 
the two snakes on the road, hui 
most of the motorists dtdnt 
want to try. The pile-up on me 
bridge soon trailed baric for 
more than a mile. Even the 
blasting of a thousand car horns 
didn't budge the cobras, which 
had come up fr° ro damp 
mustard fields beside the river 

and were happily sunning them- 
selves on the warm asphah- 

Some commuters wanted uje 
snakes to be whacked to death. 
What a nuisance, they said. 
Here was India speeding to- 
wards modernity and vying tor 
acceptability as a Slst-eentmy 
economic power and ye Js 
brainy young 
couldn't get to their hi-tech 


DELHI DAYS 






offices because of two snakes. 

It is one thing to decide lo kill 
a cobra, another lo do iL Those 
who recommended death for 
the serpents were shouted down 
by others, far more numerous. 
They argued that since the co- 
bra was a mythological protec- 
tor of Lord Shiva, it might not 
be a good idea to risk Shiva’s 
wrath (he was, after all, the 
Great Destroyer) just to be on 
time for work. 

A policeman was fetched by 
the crowd, but he thought it best 
to consult his superior who, in 
turn, thought it best to consult 
his superiors. This woeful lack 
of initiative led one diarist, 
from the Sunday Observer tore- 
call the old Indian anecdote of 
the railway policeman who sent 
the following telegram to his 
chief: Tiger On Platform Eat- 
ing Station Master Stop Please 
Advise Stop Urgent Stop ” 

Many of the crowd on the 
Nizamuddin bridge also had 
memories of another strangp co- 
bra tale. The story has passed 
from fact into folklore, but the 

details, as I beard it, are as fol- 
lows: Three years ago, on the 
road between Meerut and Del- 
hi, a lorry driver who was car- 
rying a load of spinach - the 
nature of his cargo matters to 

the chronicle, as yonll see - had 


story d 
Whe 


the bad luck to run ever and kiD 
a cobra The driver did not slop. 
That evening, at the local po- 
lice station, a crazed woman ap- 
peared to report the murder of 
her husband, killed by a hit-and- 
run lony. “Name?" asked the 
weary officer. 

When the woman replied 
that her husband bad no name 
because he was a cobra, the po- 
lice officer chased the old nag 
from the station. You can prob- 
ably guess what happened next: 
the perfectly robust policeman 
is found mysterioDsly dead in his 
bed the next morning. But the 
doesn’t quite end there. 
ien news of the cobra- 
woman’s revenge reached Del- 
hi, as it did within hours, the 

workers who were unloading the 
Spinach deliveries swore they 
noticed while, snake-like mark- 
ings on every leaf. The bazaar 
talk was that the cobra “wife” 
had put a curse on all the 
spinach going to Delhi. Soon, 
spinach hysteria swept Delhi. 
An entire girls’ school fell ill 
from eating spinach. For three 
or four days after that, I could 
not find spinach in the market. 

So cobras, around Delhi, 
anyway, have acquired a rather 
vengeful reputation. Back on 
the Nizamuddin bridge, the 
traffic had become a congealed 



Snaking along: the source 
of Delhi’s congestion 

river of iron, with scooters and 
rickshaws wedging into the 
tiniest open space, and when 
their drivers could move no fur- 
ther. they would bleat their 
horns incessantly. 

Finally, a young man came 
along. Fluid as a fine batsman, 
he casually lifted the cobras on 
a long stick and flicked them 
into the air. The snakes flew, 
writhing and landed in a near- 
by field. Sometimes I’m asked 
why I like living in New Delhi 
better than London: being late 
for work because of cobras on 
the bridge is a much better ex- 
cuse than wet leaves on a British 
Rail line. 

Tim McGirk 


CHRISTMAS FOR 


ONLY £30 



D isinfectant, nappies, washing materials - 
not what you’d think of giving someone 
for Christmas. But for a desperate mother 
in Bosnia trying to keep her child safe from 
infection, the basic essentials inside one of our 
baby boxes would mean the world. 

It would also mean that someone somewhere is 
thinking of her. and her efforts to protect her child. 

Feed the Children has delivered baby boxes full 
of essentia] items directly into the hands of 
11,000 mothers in Bosnia - many 
of whom will be sheltering 
in freezing schools, factories, 
and bombed-out houses 
this winter. 

Please, if you 
possibly can. send a 
baby box to Bosnia this 
Christmas - and help 
a mother keep her 
baby safe. 




With love from o friend... 

Call 0990 600610 now to tell us how many baby boxes you weidd like to send 
OR please complete and return this form. 

Please send baby box(es) at £30 each on my behalf. , 

. . I enclose a cheque for £ (total amount) mode payable to Feed the Children 

OR Please debit £ bom my D Visa EH Access Ej Switch 

lu Exjon □Enn conn 
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Cod numbet I il ILJLJ LULU 

Lost three digits of Switch cord no. DEI 

Expiry date / Signature 


Switch issue no. LO 


416 


Home (cups) 
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Address 


Postcode 
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If you would lie to send o message to o Bosnian 
mother, please send it with your donation and we 
will put it in your baby box. Please send to: Feed 
the a#en. Dept 416. FREEPOST, Reading RG1 18R. 
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David Marshall 


As a teenager in the British 
colony in the early 1920s. David 
Marshall was incredulous when 
the family’s soothsayer pre- 
dicted he would one day be “the 
most important man in Singa- 
pore”. After Marshall won the 
election of April 1955 and be- 
came Singapore’s first Chief 
Minister, the fortune-teller was 
quick to re min d him of the 
prophecy. "But you won’t be 
the most important man in 
Singapore for long,” he warned. 

Fourteen turbulent months 
later Marshall was forced to re- 
sign, dejected and an apparent 
fculure. But, despite the violence 
and disorder, Marshall's gov- 
ernment achieved solid victories 
in tackling the thorny problems 
of education, localisation of 
the public service, and citizen- 
ship . Marshall himself went on 
to be acknowledged as a Grand 
Old Man. 

Bora in Singapore in 1908. 
David Saul Mashal - the name 
was only anglicised to Mar- 
shall several years later -was the 
eldest son of orthodox Jewish 
parents, recent immi grants 
from Baghdad. The young 
David had his first taste of 
wartime internment at the age 
of six, when his mother took the 
children back to Baghdad on 
holiday in 1914 and the Turks 
put the family under bouse 
arrest for three years. 

Marshall's ambition to win 
the coveted Queen's Scholar- 
ship to study in Britain was 
dashed when overwork in his 
last year at school led to his 
physical collapse with tubercu- 
losis. In 1925 he was sent to a 
Swiss sanatorium, where he 
put his time to good use by 
learning French, which stood 
him in good stead in later life. 

Returning to Singapore, 
Marshall took up a variety of 
dead-end jobs to finance his fur- 
ther education. He finally ar- 
rived in London in 1934 at the 
age of 26, qualified as a lawyer 
in record time and was back in 
Singapore in 1937, starring to 
build his professional reputa- 
tion. When the Second World 
War broke out, he enrolled in 
the Volunteers and was taken 
prisoner at the fall of Singapore 



Marshall representing Singapore as CMef Minister in London, May 1956. He resigned the next month 


in February 1942. His second in- 
carceration was suffered in bru- 
tal conditions of cold, starvation 
and maltreatment in the coal- 
mines of Hokkaido, from which 
be emerged barely alive. 

Despite a long-standing dis- 
like of colonialism and racial 
discrimination, Marshall took 
no formal part in the initial flur- 
ry of politics in post-war Sin- 
gapore but enjoyed the social 
whirl as a debonair bachelor, 
while meticulous preparation 
combined with dramatic court- 
room oratory soon established 
him as Malaya’s foremost crim- 
inal defence lawyer. But be 
was caught up in the political 
ferment leading up to the elec- 
tion of Singapore’s first main- 
ly elected government. Despite 
being a tire in politics, Marshall 
agreed lo head the newly 
formed Labour Front, and in 
October 1954 he published an 
impassioned personal mani- 
festo, "I Believe”, calling for 
immediate self-government. 

Marshall astoms^d^tcf" Ernd 
himse lf Chief Minister in April 
1955, heading a precarious mi- 
nority government Relations 
with the stiff local colonial es- 
tablishment were stormy, Sin- 
gapore suffered from a spate of 
violent strikes and riots among 
labour unions and Chinese 
schools, and within four months 
Marshall precipitated a consti- 
tutional crisis, leading the local 
and international press to paint 


him as emotional and unpre- 
dictable. But, sporting a bush 
jacket even at the most cere- 
monial occasions and holding 
weekly meet-the-people ses- 
sions, he brought warmth, sin- 
cerity and informality to the 
office of Chief Minister. 

He also inspired grudging re- 
spect in the Colonial Office. 
Marshall staked his office on ob- 
taining a promise of indepen- 
dence by April 1957, but 
constitutional talks held in Lon- 
don in April-May 1956 foun- 
dered when the British 
government insisted on keeping 
control of internal as well as ex- 
ternal defence. Marshall re- 
mained inflexible, despite 
concessions from the British 
side and deep divisions wi thin 
his own all-party delegation. Re- 
turning to Singapore, dejected 
and angry, he resigned as Chief 
Minister in June 1956, later 
withdrawing from the Labour 
Front and the Assembly itself. 

Marshall's subsequent polit- 
ical career was unsuccessful 
and frequently incoherent In 
1957 be founded the Workers 
Party, but failed to win a seat in 
the 1959 general election, which 
swept Lee Kuan Yew’s People’s 
Action Party (PAP) to power. In 
July 1961 Marshall won a spec- 
tacular by-election as the dupe 
of the Communists, who sup- 
ported him against the PAP for 
their own ends, but, standing as 
an independent at the general 
election two years later, he 


failed ignominiously, forfeiting 
his deposit. His formal career 

as a politician petered out at the 
1972 general election, when he 
was confined to hospital and 
could not comply with the rule 
to present his election papere in 
person. That same year Mar- 
shall was mortified when he was 
suspended from the Bar for six 
months on charges of leaking af- 
fidavits for publication in a 
politically sensitive case. 

Meanwhile, in 196L Marshall 
had married Jean Gray, an 
Englishwoman, at that time a 
lecturer in Social Work at Sin- 
gapore University and a former 
Red Cross soda! worker during 
the Malayan Emergency, who 
shared his interest in Singapore 
politics and took an active part 
in charity work. Marshall took 
pleasure in his growing family, 
and the convivial Sunday gath- 
erings at their seaside home at 
Chang! were the centre of po- 
litical talk. But this was not 
enough for Marshall, who be- 
came more restless still after he 
was forced to move from his 
home to make room for the new 
international airport 

Marshall was astonished and 
delighted when in May 1978, at 
the age of 70, the PAP govern- 
ment invited him to become Sin- 
gapore's ambassador in Paris, 
and for the next 15 years he rep- 
resented the republic’s interests 
faithfully and with enthusiasm. 
Returning to Singapore in 1993, 
at the age of 85, he was still not 


ready to retire, despite failing 
health and eyesight, and re* 
sumed practice with one of the 
republic's leading law firms. 
Ironically, during his 15 years' 
absence, a new English-edu- 
cated, affluent, middle-class 
generation of Singaporeans had 
grown up, with whom Marshall 
was more in time than with the 
Chinese-educated masses of 
his political prime. They wel- 
comed his outspoken criticisms 
in television and newspaper in- 
terviews and public lectures. His 
age, his proven loyalty to Sin- 
gapore and distinguished am- 
bassadorial service gave him an 
authority which, no other critics 
of government enjoyecL 

MarshalFs great strength was 
his firm belief in constitution- 
al democracy, the rule of law 
and individual liberty. He read- 
fly admitted himself he was no 
politician, lacking guile and 
bored with party organisation. 
Nor did he appreciate the 
nature of Singapore society. 

While he was an egalitarian, 
a humanitarian fan of compas- 
sion, a champion of the under- 
dog, he did not understand or 
seek the company of ordinary 
working people and was much 
more at ease with the intellec- 
tixalism of the elite. WMk he ad- 
mired modem Singapore's 
achievements, he {Headed for 
more open political debate, a 
more independent-minded 
press, a more caring society and 
a kinder judicial system, free 
from emergency laws or capital 
p unishm ent. 

With his shock of white hair, 
his bushy eyebrows and pro- 
truding eyes, to the end Mar- 
shall exuded vitality, humour 
and a zest for living. “I see life 
as a miracle of joy. I don’t want 
to gp,” he declared in Us last 
months, and he waged his final 
battle against cancer with 
characteristic determination. 

C. Mary Ttimbnff 


David Said Mashal (David Mar- 
shall), lawyer diplomat: bam 
Singapore 12 March 1908; Chad 
Minister of Singapore 1955-56: 
married 1961 Jean Gray (one 
son, three daughters); died 
Singapore 12 December 1995. 


Eddie Clamp 


The name of Gamp was a by- 
word for ferocity in British 
football during the late 1950s. 
In his ruthlesspomp as a ball- 
winner for Wolverhampton 
Wanderers, and, briefly, for 
England, "Chopper Eddie” was 
accorded a lurid reputation 
akin to that enjoyed today by 
Vnmie Jones. 

Indeed, had Eddie Gamp 
risen to prominence in the 
tabloid age, it is likely that be 
would have eclipsed the osten- 
tatious Wimbledon bruiser in 
the notoriety stakes, for he was 
a more complete performer. 
Though renowned for his phys- 
ical approach - it would be idly 
to deny his methods were crude 
at times - Gamp was no one- 
dimensional dogger, and, with 
all due respect to the not un- 
tale nted Jones, the taciturn 
Midlander had considerably 
more to offer in terms of ball 
control and passing ability. 

Having won international 
honours as a schoolboy, Gamp 
turned professional with Waives 
in 1952, then developed rapid- 
ly under the aegis ofMolineux’s 
martinet manager, Stan Cullis. 
He made his senior d£but as a 
19-year-old wing-half, against 
Matt Busby’s Manchester Unit- 
ed at Old Traffoid, as Wolves 
were dosing in on the First Di- 


vision title in the spring of 
1954. And although he did not 
play enough games to earn a 
medal that season, there was to 
be no shortage of '’honours 
coming Clamp’s way. 

By 1955-56 he was a regular 
member of Cullis’s all-action, 
but undeniably skilful team - a ■ 
hard man in a hard side - and 
two years later his strength, sta- 
mina and all-round efficiency 
were an important factor in the 
dub’s championship triumph. 

Clamp was rewarded by a full 
international call-up on the eve 
of the 1958 World Cup finals in 
Sweden, and he formed an all- 
Wolves half-back line with Bil- 
ly Wright and Bill Slater. He 
performed creditably in four 
consecutive games for his coun- 
try, afl of which were drawn, but 
widespread disappointment at 
England’s generally sketchy 
showing in the game’s premier 
tournament cost him his place 
- which went to the more styl- 
ish Ronnie Dayton of Black- 
burn Rovers- and Gamp was 
shunted permanently from the 
international stage at the age of 
23. 

He continued to prosper at 
dub level, though, helping 
Wolves to lift a second succes- 
sive title in 1959 and missing out 
on a hat-trick when Burnley 


pipped them by a single point 
m 1960. That term, however, 
there was heady consolation in 
the FA Cup,- with Wolves de- 
feating Blackburn 3-0 at Wem- 
bley. .Sadly, it was a scrappy 
encounter, labelled the "dust- 
bin final” in the Midlands press, 
a criticism which rankled with 
Gamp for the rest of his life. 

Having distinguished him- 
self in the famous old gold and 
blade. Gamp accepted a new 
challenge in September 1961, 
joining Arsenal in a £34,500 
deal. He had been bought to in- 
stil steel into what was then a 
rather languid Gunners com- 
bination, but that very com- 
bativeness was to prove his 
undoing. Six months after 
Gamp's arrival in London, bis 
former Molineux skipper Billy 
Wright became Arsenal man- 
ager and took exception to 
“Chopper Eddie's” aggressive 
style. The final straw was a bru- 
tal tackle on the gentlemanly 
Aston Villa fall-back Charlie 
Ailken, perpetrated right under 
Wright’s nose, and Clamp was 
on his way out 

Next stop was Stoke City, 
whom he joined for £14,000 in 
September 1962, and that sea- 
son he assisted a Stanley- 
Matt hews-inspired team of 
veterans to top the Second Di- 



‘Chopper Eddte’: no dogger 

vision. Two years on, by now 
aged 30, he served a short stint 
with Third Division Peterbor- 
ough United before entering 
non-league circles, first with 
Worcester City and then with 
Lower Gonial. 

Gamp retired from regular 
football in 1969 to run a build- 
ing and decorating business in 
Wednesfiekl, Staffordshire, but 
continued to turn out in chari- 
ty matches for the Wolves Old 
Stars. Opponents reported, of- 


Ptiofeograph: Hulton Oeutsch 

ten ruefully, that while he had 
lost his speed, he had retained 
that characteristic bite. 

Ivan Pouting 


Harold Edwin Clamp, footballer: 
ban Coalville, Leicestershire 14 
September 1934; played for 
Wolverhampton Wanderers 1952- 
61, Arsenal 1961-62, Stoke City 
1962-64, Peterborough United 
1964-65; capped four times by 
England 1958; died Wednesficld, 
Staffordshire 14 December 1995 



Another stucHo favourite: Blaino out to ensnare a mflfionaire In Three Utth Gfris In Bhte, 1946 


Vivian Blaine 


A fine singer with an acerbic 
sense of humour rarely given 
fafl reign by Hollywood, the red- 
headed Vivian Blaine starred in 
several musical films of the 
Forties including Rodgers and 
H amin e m tem's&teHig before 


made her Broadway dibui as 
Adelaide, the "perennial fi- 
ancee” of the classic musical 
Guys and Dolls. 

Bom Vivian Stapleton in- 
Newark, New Jersey, in 1921, 
she started her career as a 
band anger with Art Kassel 
(and his “Kassels in the Air”). 
Given a contract by 20th 
Cbntiiry-Fox in 1942, she played 
four minor roles before being 
launched as their new/angiug 
discovery in Jitterbugs (1943), 
starring Laurel and Hardy. 
Publicised as “the Cherry 
Blonde”, she was then given the 
romantic lead in two Ibchni- 
color musicals, Greenwich Vil- 
lage and Something for the Boys 
(both 1944), but they were 
second-league fare. The former 
had a mediocre score (though 
Blaine warbled the standard 
“Whispering” prettily), while 
Something for the Bays, from 
Cole Porter’s Broadway 
musical, kept only Porter’s title- 
song and a fanciful plot strand 
involving a tooth filling which 
picked up radio broadcasts. 

Her next film. Nob Hill 
(1945), emertainmgly reworked 
one of the studio's favourite 
story-lines - a Barbary Coast 
saloon-owner falls for a society 
beauty and ruinously tries to 
move out of bis class. Blaine was 
effective as the faithful singer 
waiting in the wings, and in- 
troduced two popular Jimmy 
McHugh / Harold Adamson 
ballads, “I Don’t Care Who 
Knows It” and “I W alk ed 
In (With My Eyes Wide 

enormously successful 


State Fear (1945) followed, with 
Blame as the midway performer 
who leaves the farm-boy Dick 
Haymes sadder but wiser. The 
score included three big hits and 
Blaine introduced one of them, 
“That’s For Me", though her 
studio, alas, had a policy which 
forbade its stars from making 
recordings. 

Blaine'sZJoff Face (1945) was 
a lower-budget affair in black- 
and-white, & sign that Fra were 
losing interest. Betty Grabte was 
still their reigning musical star, 
the response to Blaine's first two 
major musicals had been dis- 
appointing, and she lacked the 
sweet ingenuousness of other 
rising contract stars such as 
Jeanne Crain and June Haver. 
Haver was top-billed in Three 
Little Girls in Blue (1946), the 
story (another studio favourite) 
of three girls who masquerade 
as an heiress, her secretary and 
maid in order to ensnare a mil- 
lionaire. Blaine introduced a 
lovely Josep Myrow /Mack 
Gordon ballad, “Somewhere 
in the Night”, in an exquisitely 
orchestrated and filmed 
sequence. 

If Pm Lucky (1946), a pleas- 
ant but low-budget musical po- 
litical satire co-starring Carmen 
Miranda (also about to leave the 
studio) and Perry Como, was 
Blaine's last Fox film, but four 
years later she was to have the 
biggest triumph of her career 
when Gays and Dolls opened on 
Broadway. The show was 
immediately recognised as a 
masterwork, and Blame’s sym- 
pathetically droll performance 
as the adenoidal showgirl, en- 
gaged for 14 years to the gam- 
bler Nathan Detroit, won her 
the Donaldson Award for best 
d£but performance. She had 
three show-stopping numbers, 
the farmyard pastiche, “A 
Bushel and a Peck” (initially the 
show’s most popular song), the 


wiyly cynical “Hike Back Your 
Mink”, and best of all her de- 
scription of the “psychosomat- 
ic" cold she has developed due 
to her unmarried status, 
“Adelaide's Lament". 

After two years on Broadway 
Blaine came to London to 
recreate her role at the Colise- 
um, and wh3e here mipcarcd in 
the Royal Variety Show. She 


played Adelaide in the 1955 film 
version, but there was little 
chemistry between Blaine and 
a miscast Frank Sinatra (as 
Nathan). 

She had returned to Holly- 
wood to appear with Esther 
Wiliams in Skirts Ahoy! (1952), 
but her career was now con- 
centrated on the theatre and 
night-dubs. In 1956 she re- 
placed Shelley Winters in a 
strongly dramatic play about 
drug addiction, A Hatful of 
Rain. She returned to the mu- 
sical theatre with Say Darling 
( 1 958. score byJule Stync. Bet- 
ty Comden and Adolph Green), 
starred in Carl Reiner’s come- 
dy Enter Laughing (1963), and 
replaced Jane Russell (who in 
torn had replaced Elaine 
Stritch) in the original produc- 
tion of Sondheim's Company in 
1971, lending her own brand of 
acerbity to “The Ladies Who 
Lunch”. 

During the last two decades 
she worked in television, in- 
cluding a continuing role in the 
soap-opera parody Mary Hart- 
man, Mary Hartman, in dubs 
and in touring productions of 
both plays and musicals, in- 
cluding Gypsy, Follies. The Glass 
Menagerie, Zorba , A Streetcar 
Named Desire and Hello Dotty. 

Tom VaUance 

Vivien Stapleton (Vivian Blaine), 
actress bom Newark, New Jersey 
21 November 1921; three times 
married; died New York 9 
December 1995. 


BIRTHS 

BONNETR Tb Jane and John, a daugh- 
ter, Kate, sister for Lacy, 17 Decem- 
ber, in Sydney. 

WELLS: On 7 Dece mb er, in Cape 
Town, to Sally (nee Carr) and 

a sister for Jennifer Sue. 

DEATHS 

KE/VYS: Colonel Hastings de J„ died 
peaoefalb at home on Sunday 17 De- 
cember. Funeral service at St Peter’s 
Chinch, Marfebiny, on Friday 22 De- 
cember. 1pm- Enquiries lo LJ. Guyan 
and Son. 12 Ctmnitwi Road, Kcyn- 
sham. 01179 S6326S. 

JKEADERrBAKRIS: On 16 December 
1995. peacefully in Salisbury. Henri- 
etta Marguerite Jean (ate Loder), 
dearly loved wife of the late John, 
mother of Michael and Sarah, sister- 
in-law of Diana and a modi-loved 
grandmother. Funeral and burial at 
St Mary's Church. Slangham, Sussex, 
on Thnnday 21 December at 12 
noon. Panuiy Bowers only. Donations 
to the Samaritans, Salisbury and Dis- 
trict Branch, c/o LN. Newman Lid, 
Griffin House, 55 Winchester Street, 
Salisbury SP1 1HL (01722 413136). 

VINTER: John Stanley Marcus, sud- 
denly on 14 December 1995. Much- 
krved father of Alec and Richard, and 
grandfiuher of Magdalena, Rebecca 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


and Hannah. Funeral service at St 
Mary's Church. St Mary’s Hoad, 
Wimbledon, Friday 22 December, 
i inm- Me m ori a l oocaskm to be an . 
nounced later. Famfly flowers only, but 
donations If wished may be sent to 
Qrfam 

WANNELLs On 14 December 1995, at 
Woodhayes Nursing Home, Patricia 
Winifred (ate Fat Archer), aged 77 
years, of Tbpsham. Beloved wife of 
Jack and dear mother of Anne, win 

Chuxdi of the^oly Cross, Station 
Road. Tbpsham, Exeter, Friday 22 De- 
cember, 230pm, followed by private 
cremation. Family flowers ojot please. 

Donations If denied to Imperial 
Cancer Research Fund (ICRF), cjo 
P. Uni, 16 Victoria Road, Ibpshats, 
Exeter EX3QEU. 


i hr Gazette BDHB5L MAft- 
MAG5S & DEATHS AmM be fat b wrick* 
Ut the Cea dtt EiBtoe The Indcpmdml, X 
Canada Square, Canary WfcarC London Eld 
5DL,sr telephoned to 0171-293 2S1J (ta«71- 
2M 2*10}. Onsets are fSS8» Oat (WTom). 


Lectures 

British Museum: George Hart, 
‘’Oases of the Western Desert”, 
1.15pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Liz Rids- 
aL “Marking an Occasion: celebra- 
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4 ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

T>« Prtaei aTWhtoavtda Bmun So ra 
ticn. domain, to meet Police Office* and «p- 
i cflfaalnid tmiuuuuhj. The Padg, 
of Sot atteadi die 

VfcmaEoacr Cuhcdrri, Loadoo SWL Pttew 

— Alataadn. PiaJdoa, Imperial Ca*cr Rrxardi 


turn portraits from the 16th to the 
20th centuries”, 1.10pm. 

EGgfagafc Sdcatiflc and Literary As- 
sotiatioo, London N& Dr GP. Hind- 
ley, ^ “Health Sartres: expectation and 
reality", 7.45pm. 


Ffand. aUemb a Cmd Coneen hetd tn tbe Sco^ 

[ah Bwam. CTcmndTOr ot the find ia Chacon 
Cathedral. 

Changing of the Guard 

Tbe HmschaU Cmliy Moaned Rectmem 
KWIi (be Qucta* Lifc Curd .1 Ham Guards, 
I lam. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr J. Donat 
and Miss H. E. Owen 
The en g a gy-ma^ r is announced be- 
tween Harriet, daughter of Meryjm 
Owen, and Jasper, son of Annabel 
and John Donat. 

Birthdays 

Sir Antony Buck QC fanner MP, 67; 
Mr Ross Buddand, chief exec u ti v e, 

Uni g a t e , 53; Mr Timothy EggarMP, 
Minister of Stare, Hade and Indus- 
try, 44; Dame Catherine Hall, farmer 

General Secretary of the Royal Col- 
lege of Nursing, 73; Hie Right Rev 
Ian Harland, Bishop of CarWcI^ 63; 
Brigadier Lewis Harris, cartograph- 
er, 85; Sir Brian Hill, former chair- 
man, Higgs & Hill, 63; Mr Syd 
Little, comedian, 53; Mr Robert 
Ponsonby, former Controller of Mu- 
sk, BBC, 68; The Marquess of 
Qneensbeny, former professOT of ce- 
ramics. Royal Collie of Art, 66; Sir 
David Rowe- Ham, former Lord 
Mayor of London, 60; Lord Weir, a 
Senator of the College of Justice in 
Scotland, 64; Mr Maurice White, rock 
anger, 54. 

Anniversaries 

Births Philip V, King of Spain, 
1683; Sir Warn Edward Party, 
Arctic explorer, 1790; John Hla. vi- 
olinist and writer, 1802; Sir Stanley 
Unwin, publisher, 1884; Oliver Haz- 
ard Ferry La Paige, author, 1901; Sir 
Ralph David Richardson, actor, 
1902; Leonid Ilyich Brezhnev, Sovi- 
et leader, 1906; Jean Genet, play- 
wright and essayist, 1910; Edith Piaf 
(Edith Giavanna Gasskm), ringer, 
1915. Deaths: AnastasoxsL Pope, 401; 
Vitns Jonassen Bering, navigator, 
1741; Jeaa-Bapdste Vanloo, painter, 


1745; Frederick Melchior, Baron 
yon Grimm, saresnum and wit, 1807; 
B enjamin Smi th Barton, naturalist, 
1815; Emily Bronte, novelist, 1848; 
Joseph Mallord William Turner, 
painter, 1851; Subhas Chandra Bose, 
politician, 1945. On this day: 
-Huguenots and Catholics 
whoi the Battle of Dreux was fought, 
1562; during the American-Btitish 
war of 1812, the Toronto parliament 
bunding was set alight, and Fort Ni- 
agara was taken by the British, 1813; 
the United States recog nis ed the in- 
dependence of Hawaii, 1842; in (be 
N&t Hebrides, over 500 people were 
KDed following a volcanic eruption, 
1913; an air service between London 

and Moscow was begun, 1957; eight 
crew members were drowned from 
the Penlee lifeboat of Mousehole, 
Cornwall, as were eight people of tbe 
Union Star coaster, 1981; Ted Hugh- 
es was appointed Ifoet Laureate, 
1984. Tbday is the Feast Day of St 
Anastasius I of Antioch, St Grego- 
ry of Anxerre, St Nemerius of 
Alexandria and St Timothy. 

Appointments 
Mr Doug McAdam, to be Ambas- 
sador to the Republic of Kazakhstan. 
Mr Andrew Green, to be Ambassador 
to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
Mr John DoMe, to be British High 
Commissioner to tbe Kingdom of 
Swaziland. 

Mr George Anthony Eason lobe a 

circuit judge on tbe Northern Circuit. 
Mr Conrad Dehn QC, elected Trea- 
surer of Gray’s Inn. 

Judge Esjr Lewis QC, elected Vice- 
"freasurer of Gray’s lira. 

Mr Anthony Glass QC, and Mr 
John SbatTocfc QC, to be Masters of 
tbe Bench of tbe Inner Temple. 

Mr JutkeAhmadif Chief Justice of 
India, to be an Honorary Master of 
the Bench of the Middle Temple. 


Battered woman syndrome relevant to defence 


Regina v Thornton; Corn? of 
Appeal (Lord Thylor of Gosforth, 
Lord Chief Justice, Mr Justice 
Hidden and Mrs Justice 
Ebsworth); 13 December 1995 

Medical evidence that a de- 
fendant suffered from “bat- 
tered woman syndrome" which 
affected the defendant’s per- 
sonality was relevant to the 
jury’s consideration of whether 
the defendant was provoked 
and suffered a sodden and 
temporary loss of self-control 
when she kilted the deceased. 

The Corart of Appeal (Crim- 
inal Division) allowed an ap- 
peal by Sara Elizabeth 
Thornton, quashed her con- 
viction of murder and ordered 
a retrial 

Hie appellant, who suffered 
from a personality disQrdffl-, was 
subjected to violence and abuse 
by her alcoholic husband. She 
lolled her husband by stabbing 
him with a kitchen ktufe. At her 
trial for murder, the appellant 
did not contend she was pro- 
voked by her husband bat re- 
lied on the defence of 
diminished responsibility on 
the bam that her abnormality 
of mmd impaired her mental 
responsibility. The trial judge 
left the issue of provocation to 
tbe jury, directing them the hus- 
band's conduct must have 
caused in the appellant "a sud- 
den and temporary loss of self- 


LAW REPORT 

♦ 


19 December 1995 


control” and would have 
caused a reasonable person to 
lose her self-control The ap- 
pellant was convicted and her 
appeal in 1991 dismissed. The 
Home Secretary referred tbe 
case to the Court of Appeal, 
where further medical evi- 
dence raised the appellant's 
personality efisorder and the el- 
ement of "battered woman 
syndrome” as further charac- 
teristics relevant to the jury's 
consi de rati o n of provocation. 

Michael Mansfield QC an d Edward 

Fitzgerald QC(BM. BtmbergA Co) 
JortheappdlartcBrimEstmCmQC 

(CPS) fir the Crown. 

Lord Taylor CJ, giving the 
court’s judgment, said that in 
R vAhluwaUa 96 Cr App R the 
Court of Appeal rejected the 
argument that the concept of 


— ———— — vuav 

s the case of a woman, sub- 
jected over a period of abuse, 

who lolled her abuser because 
of a “slow bum” reaction to the 
cumulative maltreatment 
rather than because of a sud- 
den and temporary loss of self- 
control. That principle was 
reaffirmed. A defendant, even 
if suffering from “battered 
woman tyndrome”, could not 
succeed £Q relying on provoca- 


tion unless the jury consid- 
ered she suffered or might 
have suffered a sudden and 
temporary loss of self-control 
at the time of the billing 

That was not to say that a 
battered woman syndrome had 
no relevance to the defence of 
provocation. It might form an 
important background to what- 
ever triggered the actus reus. A 
jury might more readily find 
there was sudden loss of con- 
trol triggered by even a minor 
incident if the defendant had 
endured abuse over a period, 
on the “last straw” basis. The 
syndrome might have affected 
the defendant’s personality so 
as to constinitc a si gnifican t 
characteristic relevant to 
the jury’s consideration of 
provocation. 

It was submitted that the fur- 
ther medical evidence of the ap- 
pellant’s personality disorder 
and the effect of the deceased's 
abuse over a period on her 
mental make-up were charac- 
teristics which bore on her re- 
action to the stress of events at 
the time of the billing and that 
the jury would have had to con- 
sider whether a reasonable 
woman with those characteris- 
tics might have lost control as 
the appellant did 


At the trial, the absence of 
evidence to suggest that the ap- 
pellant’s personality disorder 
was relevant to provocation 
might have been due to the 
state at that time of medical 
knowledge which had since 
then progressed considerably. 

Reamt decisions made dear 
that mental and physical char- 
acteristics of a defendant 
should be attributed by the jury 
to the notional reasonable per- 
son. A judge should give the 
jury directions as to whaL on 
the evidence, was capable of 
amounting to a relevant char- 
acteristic. If the trial judge had 
had the assistance of the recent 
decisions and of the further cv- 
idence, he would have given the 
jury directions os to the two 
characteristic now relied on. 
Doubt was cast on the jury's 
vc rdicL Tbe court eon Id not be 
sure that the verdict was safe 
and satisfactory. 

However the - question 
whether the appellant did lose 
or might have lost her self-con- 
trol at the time of the kffling was 
essentially a matter for a jury 
to decide. The public interest 
required that issue to be de- 
teiinmcd. A fresh jury would be 
able fairly to try the case sole- 
ty on the evidence they heard. 
The conviction was quashed 
and u retrial ordered. 

Ylng Hui Tan, Barrister 
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As a Private Member’s Bill seeks to regulate service 
charges, Jack O’Sullivan looks at our attitude towards 
this ancient practice and how other countries compare 
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T he British really do not care 
for lipping, it makes most 
ot us feel awkward: we are not 
sure quite when lo do it or how 
much lo give. So we cower 
behind suburban nets when the 
postman, btmnen and milkman 
come knocking for their Christ- 
mas bonuses. As tor lipping 
porters, most of us would rather 
risk a collapsed vertebrae lhan 
give a fiver to a British Rail 
mj q*herpa. And when we do pan 
1 ' 1, ~ ' *nh a few coppers, we do not 
irj much lip as run awav with- 
out the change. 

The customs lhat surround 
rippling in restaurants are par- 
ticularly upsetting to the 
British. Many establishments 
now assume that they will 
receive 3 gratuity. A service 
charge automatically added to 
the bill feels like a con. men- 
tioned. if at ail. only in the small 
print on the menu. Just as you 
Jig deep for a bill Lhat looks like 
it requires a small mortgage, 
you discover another hefty slice, 
supposedly optional, on top 
when the bill arrives. .And it’s 
never clear who benefits from 
our largesse: is a tip lining a 
restaurateur's pocket or saving 
the waiter from starvation? 

Despite general distaste for 
tipping, only the brave and the 
mean dare 10 refuse. After all. 
those deprived of their tip can 
cause terrible embarrassment: 
everyone has heard ol" the taxi 
drivers who storm off. bawling 
obscenities: the ship's steward 
who returns an ungenerous 
offering with the words. “I think 
>ou need this more lhan I do. 
sir." How many people have 
never dared return to a hair- 
dresser's sak>ii out of guilt for 
being short of cash last time and 


-ailing lo leave the customary 10 
per cent? Aid then there are 
the tales of nose-to-nose con- 
frontations with New York wat- 
ers for whom a Brit's few hard- 
earned dimes are rarely enough. 

The issue has always been 
messv for ihe British. Back in 
190.S. the Tima published cor- 
respondence on the problems of 
visiting a friend's country seal 
and having to tip every* me from 
the housekeeper to the chauf- 
feur. So cosily had these inci- 
dental items become that one 
writer despaired, announcing 
that the time had “come for the 
man of small means to sell his 


European countries, where 
waiting .-.t tabic is considered a 
Skilled profession 1 h. 1 i should 
br properly rewarded. Today, 
mo'i of Britain's neighbours 
make "service inelu<;vc in ihe 
bill. In France, for example, a 
waiter's wage i-. nor expected u> 
depend on ihe whim of .t cus- 
tomer: an extra 1 5 per Cent ser- 
vice charge is aLUomaiK.illv 
viddcd to the price of !'■> ij an d 
drink. This sum is distributed to 
the staff, from the chel anJ the 
doorman to the hat-cheek st:;tf. 
The concept of the tip sur- ii es. 
but a gratuity Is meant to u»ver 
only especial l_\ goi.vdscn.iee. In 


In France waiters' wages do not 
depend on the whim of a customer 


guns and forget all about grouse 
and pheasants, and to cultivate 
golf as a casual recreation' . 

Pan of British discomfort 
with tipping springs from its 
origins in a master-servant rela- 
tionship. rather than as a trans- 
action between equals. The ori- 
gins of the word are uncertain. 
It is said to stand for “To Insure 
Prompt", a phrase coined as a 
financial incentive to Victorian 
stagecoach drivers who deliv- 
ered letters. But the term is also 
traced hv the Oxford English Dic- 
tionary to the early seventeenth 
century, when it meant “the 
giving of a gratuity to an infe- 
rior". The survival of tipping in 
Britain is, perhaps, a mark of 
how we still regard w aiters as a 
subspecies, lo be treated poorly, 
as if from below stairs. 

The same is not true in other 


short, the Continent has shaken 
off the feudalism that still 
bedevils the relationship in 
Britain between those who 
serve and those who are served. 

This is the example that Lord 
Bradford, owner of Porter's 
restaurant in Covent Garden, 
would like to copy. He wants 
restaurams to charge prices 
lhat are fully inclusive of ser- 
vice. with notice lhat staff do 
not expect anything in ihe way 
of a tip or gratuity. He has 
introduced a Private Member's 
Bill into the House of Lords to 
that effect. The second reading 
of the bill is due on 10 January. 

This measure would still 
allow cxcepliona! service to be 
rewarded, at the customer's dis- 
cretion. Bui it would outlaw 
cover charges, unless the restau- 
rant provided specific enler- 


tainment. such .is z li.vr sS - a. 
Restaur:-. nis would be 

required Lo ill! in -.red a card 
slips in full when presenting 
them f*T -ignaiu’w .At the 
moment. •Him., provide h;li:r.g 
slips with a "■pace left lor a tip. 
even w hen the menu stale-. that 
a service charge ha-. uirc.'.Jv 
been included ir. ihe price. Tfti> 
means ilia 1 wime dtners are 
fcvIeJ mis* paying a lip me--, 
which can. ir. theory, acd a 
imai of .'u per reni to die pill. 

The C onsumers' A social ion 
supports Lord Bradford's Bii! 
because it makes life simpler 
for consumers. Some resiaura- 
leurs arc nci $%■ sure: the 
change niiglu increase -heir 
costs. As ii stands, service 
charges are not generally 
included in the total price, so 
owners do not haw to pay \ AT 
or national insurance eomn- 
bu lions on Lips. 

Those involved in w..iting are 
not dancing on [heir tables with 
joy ai the proposal. Nothing in 
ihe Bill requires that ihe service 
charge goes m the staff. So 
catering stall might noi be any 
betier oft'. Currently, fewer than 
half of all restaurant worker? get 
to keep lips given by customers. 

In any case, the chances »•/ 
legislation reaching the siatuie 
hook are slim. Last year 
Michael Fabricam. Conserva- 
live MP for mid-Staffordshire, 
tabled a similar measure, w hich 
died for lack of government 
support. Ministers have in the 
past ruled out a change in the 
law. preferring to let the cater- 
ing industry regulate itself. So 
the hot tip" is That the British 
diner will still he living with 
confusion and embarrassment 
in 19Mb. 


Ten ways to avoid giving a tip 

1 Do a runner. This is, however, a heartless strategy, 
since waiters are often expected to pay the bill for 
absentee customers. 

2 Emigrate to China or Japan; where tipping is not part of 
the culture. 

3 At the hairdressers, fumble while searching for money 
until the stylist has moved on to the next client and 
cannot embarrass you. 

4 Start an intense altercation at the table with your 
partner when it is time to pay the bill. No one would dare 
to interrupt. 

5 When staying at a hotel, always eat in the restaurant 
and ask for the meal to be added to the room bill, to be 
paid at the end of your stay. 


6 Hide behind the curtain whenever you hear bins or gold 
tops rattling the week before and after Christmas. 

7 Pretend to be foreign and stupid. 

8 Dine exclusively in gentlemen's clubs, where tipping is 
strictly taboo on the grounds that staff are to be treated 
more as domestic retainers than as restaurant 
employees. 

9 Provoke a row with whoever is providing the service: 
accuse the driver of taking the long route, burst into tears 
because your newly trimmed fringe is too short, or 
complain that there was no sign of a cherry in your 
Singapore Sling. 

10 Tell minicab and taxi drivers that you work for the 
Inland Revenue. 





Restaurants 

2 f’icmai practite :$ to t'p the .-.aite- lO r.~ 
car.: to 15 pi- cent ot to* total &'i:. 

8 if £ service charge is included or tne o 1 '*, 
is rare fc r e customer to tip twice 
E Fa-: to tip s wener :r. I lev/ vo r| . snd r.o 
Pursue you or. 10 toe street enc. ear. ycu tc 
p=v 25 "per cent o‘ jour !>■'! 
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Hairdressers 

aSt/'ists e-tec: a no of stout 10 per 
•sent and = jun o r m-gnt g ■= '. £1 y 
E It is no: : jKomary to -jo the ship 
stylist or manager o T ' toe prem-'ses 
E French se,c r .s 00 net s>&ect thei* 
customers to- 00 


Station and airport porters 

S S5:.w3/ 'rations and airports 
crc.ice o'ui.e.s tor c-cssengers 
'uggage 

3 -. Mite ssr.-:* proceed b > 
scsria-issc somsarres v.ni set you 
bcC.- by SiX'L." £5 

R T ck\’s Eirpor. has r.o sorters but at 
Frar.Wun airport toe sorters expect a 
up of about 1DM per item 
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Hotel porters 

Ei Porters might receive a £1 tip for 
carrying heavy bags 
S A liveried doorman a: a top London 
hotel can earn as muen £75 a week in 
tips 

£3 in Singapore tipping is strictly 
prohibited: bags are a I /rays carried free 
of charge 


Xmas tipping 

The milkman 

IT IS CUSiC m?ry ;o Tic TP* 
mill- man curr.g the fesTr.-e 
season, l-iil' ~ .en - .ui often 
sene each housenc^ a 
greetings card end recer.e 
tips ranging from £1 to £5. 

The dustman 

Sclicrtec tipping -s fading 
fast since local councls 
r.avs prohibited toe activity. 
Each crew of custmen 
might e-pect a tip of £5 ic 
£10 per r,0u5*r,clc and 
gifts of lu.-un' feed are also 
common. 



The postman 
Tioping toe postman is no: 
as common as tmoir.g tne 
mrifn-an y The oustmen. 

A ccr.aiior £5 would b 
ger.ero.ss. 


hi 
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Cruise liners 

There is a tradition of 
tipping *11 staff on board a 
cruise ship. Trie custom is 
tc wait until toe day before 
disembarking. 
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Paper bev or girt 

A yc-Lfg or gr» '.toe 
delivers paoers os:!;, all year 
round rnigt.*. e-pect to make 
as much as £150 in tips 
over the Chrstms? season. 
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Sir Christopher Hogs, recently 
metalled chairman of the National 
Theatre, is the new chairman- 
design ate of the international food 
and drinks company .Allied Domecq. 
Which would be hunky dory were it 
noi for ihe fact lhai .Allied Domecq is 
chief sponsor of the National’s rival, 
the Royal Shakespeare Company, 
giving it 3 cool £5. 2m. 

Both theatre companies loyally say 
ihev sec “no problems at all" in the 
fact that Sir Christopher, a former 
businessman of the year, will have to 
juggle two hats with a dexteriiv that 
would grace either'? stage. Allied 
Domecq adv ises the RSC on 
markciine. cirina its best counsel on 



Sir Christopher’s double act 


how (he compa:.. should present itself 
js tb-j enunm 's foremost theatrical 
c mnan-.. This will in no way interfere 
uiih Sir'Chrisi.'plvr's job as diaunun 
■-.fine National Theatre, where lie will 
chair board matins- >n h«w the 
Vatic p:’.i should market iisdf lhc 
counir.'s torem^i 1 heatnc. 1 l 

^ N'cuher -r.nuld be any conflict 
cn fund: il it- Sir to hrioopher. a> 

ch-Jiman :, f Sufi be 

ooursi l-i. m- tva. - tnai " 
nr. an> ilae-hip more ■■'Oijhy 
'■cnrv.n than the Royal Shakespeare 
Corrtov. Sir Ghr..-.: opiicr. as 
cha.Tr.an o: :hc National Theatre 


fiefleratioBJWy.;^ 



board, will be telling likely business 
sponsors - including, presumably. 
Allied Domecq - that there can he no 
arts flagship more worthy of support 
than the National Theatre. 

The campaign spearheaded by Lord 
Hanson to bring back the traditional 
stiff upper-covered dark blue British 
passport has failed to secure the 
support of Douglas Hurd. The name 
of the man who has served as both 
foreign and borne secretary would give 
a huge boost to Lord Hanson's wish to 
replace the limp burgundy Euro 
passDort- But Mr Hurd is remaining 
silent A spokeswoman in his office 
said be bad nothing to say about the 
matter and would not verify any 
speculation abont his views. I suspect 
Mr Hurd is a fan of the red Euro 
passport- And l also suspect I know 
whv. As the relevant cabinet minister 
at the time ihe Euro passports were 
introduced in L9SS- Mr Hurd received 
the very first Euro passport with the 
memorable serial number 000000001 . 
Mrs Hurd's is 000000002. Few 
campaigns can be worth sacrificing 
the look of admiration on the passport 
control officer* s face. 

In the police force they arc 
chuckling over a rare nugget from the 
Home Office minister David 
Maclean. According to Police Rc\kw. 
Mr Maclean was asked recently hv an 
MP which forces had dispensed with 
underwater search and recovery units. 
Maclean replied. “I understand that 
Cheshire. North Woles. Merseyside 


vj£ cajJ’t zroi< 3>©i-e -ruen out t q \ 
Tort, JMCK MP WHITTiNGTon j 
-ty at ft.i£S- !fj - CArt Yeti PRo\& j 
vati'te fl &»***£ PAtm>i_AN3> 



and Greater Manchester have 
amalgamated their resources to form 
a single regional unit...." 

Indeed they did: 18 years ago. 

There would seem to be an 

element of contradiction in talking of 
moral conscience and an advertising 
department, but a sporadic fit of 
morality has infected the ads 
department at the Sunday Times. The 
unlikely victim is Opera North, the 
Leeds-based opera company. 

The newspaper withdrew one of the 
company's adverts just before going to 
press, saying lhat the wording "was 
unsuitable for a family newspaper". 

Opera North is still reding from 
the shock. "The adv ert was pan of a 
campaign to promote a season 
dubbed ”ihe Most Romantic Season 
in Years - , explains a spokeswoman. 
“The first one showed a couple in 
evening dress leaving the opera, 
accompanied hy the caption: ‘Darling, 
that was wonderful’." 

The second - which is the one that 
the Sunday Times refused - shows ihe 
same couple, accompanied by the 
caption: “They came, did you?" 

“OK. - so it's a bit cheeky," admits a 
spokeswoman. “But it’s nothing 
compared to Haagen-Dazs or 
Benetton ads. We're particularly 
annoyed because the Sunday Times 
effectively spiked our campaign at ics 
peak Liming, and we have no more 
money to advertise with anybody else." 

Advertising staff at the Sunday 
Times told Opera North that they fell 
the “people in the photograph are 
standing too close ". The fact that they 
are fully clothed cut no ice. 

Bob Hope fans will be pleased 10 hear 
that the 92-year-old comedian is still 
proving his virility, albeit on the golf 
course. A colleague of Eagle Eye who 


look 1 JUST 
WAidT To G€T 
coroF-ruis 

HOL€-. 


has just visited the great man at his 
Los .Angeles home found that Hope 
continues to play a round of golf 
every day. with a regular tee-off time 
of 4pm each afternoon at the Toluca 
Lake golf dub. This means that he 
has a regular chance of joining the 
select band or golfers worldwide who 
have managed to “shoot their age". 
.Asked what be went round in these 
days. Hope replied in vintage style: 
“SO or 90. If it gels any hotter than 
that. I don't plaj:” 







i _ _ ■ 
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Bob’s all teed up and firing 


Mad cow disease scare; would noi 
have frightened the late Elvis Presley, 
une feels. .An .Arena programme lo be 
aired on New 'ear's Djv about the 
King's eating habits will feature on 
interview with hi>- cook 21 Lr race land. 
She says she served him a regular diet 
of cheeseburgers and fried peanut 
butter and jelly sandwiches. "The 
input's gotta he just as great as ihe 
ouipui." was Presley's justification for 
his diet, an adage that will, no doubt, 
become the advertising slogan r*f some 
hamburger joint. He wa« a man of 
some culinary variety, though, having 
a penchant for fried squirrel, which 
must have made a wholesome break 
from another favourite snack, “fool's 
gold". French loaves split twice 
length wavs, each spread with a jar of 
peanut butler, a jar of jam and a 
pound of crisp-fried paeon. 
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THE NEW MERCURY MINICALL' WITH NO 
CONTRACTS. NO MONTHLY BILLS AND 
NO CALL COSTS TO YOU. YOU'RE ALWAYS IN 
TOUCH WHEN YOU'RE FEELING FOOTLOOSE. 

9 Nationwide coverage 
© Can bo called from any phono* 

O Uses standard barrary lasting op to 6 weeks 
• Culler pays to send a numeric mesiege, 
so it doesn't cost you a ponny 

fa * Mmuy HM*’ ^ V* ra * i * 

AVAILABLE FROM. TAUBF. PEOPLES PHONE 5HO(*POOKi AFlSOS. TnE LINA 
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An Of lot 
to be done 


££ "VTou’d better bring him out here and 
X let us deal with him,” the mob 
cried. BuL Virginia stood her ground. No 
one was going to get their hands on the 
lottery regulator, Peter Davis, until there 
had been a proper trial. Mad Dennis Skin- 
ner could howl as much as he liked. 
'‘Black*’ Jack Cunningham could do his 
worst, but she refused to offload the head 
of Oflot until she had “considered the 
matter very carefully”. A “kneejerk” reac- 
tion was not appropriate, she said, so Mr 
Davis was spared to right another day. 

The lynch- happy citizens of Parlia- 
ment, UK (population 651), bad taken to 
the streets because of revelations about 
the regulator in the backwash of last 
week's claim and counterclaim concern- 
ing Richa rd Bra nson and the American 
company' GTECH. Mr Branson claims 
that he in formed Mr Davis of an attempt 
by GTECH executives to bribe him. 
GTECH rejects the original allegation and 
Mr Davis denies that he was so informed. 

This is not, however, why Labour was 
calling for Mr Davis's head Mr Branson's 
accusations and the response to them now 
look likely to end up in court. But during 
the week it transpired that, while in 
A meric a last year, Mr Davis had flown in 
a GTECH plane and that he is a dose per- 
sonal friend of a senior member of the 
GTECH board Important MPs, includ- 
ing the chairman of the influential Pub- 
lic Accounts Committee, Robert Sheldon, 
have argued that these facts cast doubt on 
Mr Daws ’s judgement. 

Is this fan? Mr Davis, a staid accoun- 
tant of understated mien, argue s that he 
only availed hims elf of the GTECH jet to 
travel between GTECH sites, that this 
saved money, and that he submitted a full 


and detailed account to the Department 
of National Heritage immediately on his 
return. As to the friendship, this was 20 
years old and had played absolutely no 
role in any decision be has ever made as 
regulator. 

It is hard to conclude, on the basis of 
the evidence, that Mr Davis should be 
summarily executed. It is a tittle worrying 
that the lottery regulator should turn out 
to have such a long-standing friendship 
with a senior figure in one of the world's 
largest lottery companies, but it does not 
appear that Mr Davis has ever attempted 
to hide this. 

But Mr Davis ought to reflect on why 
it is that so many people axe dissatisfied 
with his performance. Bhmtfy, they are not 
convinced that his attitude to the monop- 
oly that runs the lotte ry, Cameiot (225 per 
cent owned by GTECH), has been any- 
thing like robust enough. Thie, the terms 
of the contract with Cameiot were laid 
down by Raiiament and Mr Davis was lim- 
ited to ensuring the proper r unning of the 
lotteiy and seeing that money was getting 
through to chanties. But Mr Davis has 
interpreted this role in the most restricted 
way possible. While Cameiot has made 
vast profits, the regulator has stayed silent 
an the question of whether some charities 
have lost out badly, on whether Parliament 
might look again at the formula for fund- 
ing good causes, and on whether there 
should be major changes in the way the 
contract is handled next time. 

Contrast this supine attitude with the 
proactive way that Don Cruickshank 
from Oftel (telecommunications) has 
dealt with issues in his area, including Mr 
Blair’s autumn BT brainwave. Now that’s 
what consumers call regulation. 


The end is not nigh 
for reform in Russia 


O n the face of it, there is not much for 
the West to cheer in the results of Sun- 
day's parliamentary elections in Russia. The 
Communist Party is the dear winner, the 
ultra-nationalists of Vla dimir Zhirinovsky 
appear likely to capture second place, and 
moderate reformers and pro-Western lib- 
erals trail in third an d fourth. Less than four 
years after the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, one of history’s most catastrophic 
experiments in murderous utopianism, the 
siren songs of Communist nostalgia clearly 
remain attractive to millions of Russian vot- 
ers. Equally disappointing was the failure 
of reformists and democrats to form a 
united electoral front in opposition to 
extremists of both left and right 
Yet it would be a mistake to paint a pic- 
ture of uniform bleakness. There are two 
crucial reasons for suggesting that this is 
not necessarily the end of the road for 
reform. Yesterday’s refusal of the markets 
to panic reflects an awareness that the end 
is not yet nigh. 

Fust, even in Poland and Hungary- the 
two mast adamantly anti-Communist coun- 
tries in Eastern Europe - former Com- 
munists now dominate national politics. 
Effect on political and economic reform: 
not much. The Communists came to power 
because of a generalised discontent. But 
they have few long-term solutions. In prac- 
tice they, loo, rind themselves forced to 
administer the austerity measures that 
they found so easy to criticise in opposition. 

Second, this lack of viable answers 
means that the long-term prospects for 
Communist success in Russia as in East- 
ern Europe are poor. It is plausible to sup- 
pose that the Communists’ performance 


in the next few years, since they mil be 
unable to deliver an improvement in liv- 
ing standards, will be less impressive 
than the result on Sunday. 

So for, Russian voters have tended to 
zig-zag from one extreme to another. In 
1993, the far-right Mr Zhirinovsky was the 
main winner. Now, he and his cutely 
named liberal Democrats have partly 
given way to the Communists. Resent- 


combined with the real hardship of lire m 
Russia today, means that millions of Rus- 
sians cast their vote for a Communist 
Party which has a nationalist economic 
and political platform: Zhirinovsky, with- 
out the lunatic tricks. 

But, even before the collapse of Soviet 
Communism, it was dear that chauvinist 
resentments in Russia, on one hand, and 
loyalty to the Soviet way of life, on the 
other, ran so deep that any transition to 
a more democratic system would be trou- 
bled-at best So for, at least, what is extra- 
ordinary is not bow badly things have gone 
wrong but how much has been achieved. 

Meanwhile, the terms of Russia's con- 
stitution mean that the main tattle lies 
ahead. Victory in June’s presidential elec- 
tion is the real prize. Even here, however, 
it need not be bad news all the way. The 
West assumes that the ailing Boris Yeltsin 
is still the only hope for Russia’s future. 
The West is wrong - just as it was wrong 
about Mikhail Gorbachev in 1991. Rus- 
sia is, to put it mildly, in a terrible mess. 
But, however much Russians complain, 
the reforms are here to stay, whoever wins 
in June. One day, those changes might 
even bear unpoisoned fruit 



Rebuilding Russia’s national heritage 


■ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ■ 

Better ways of spending money for education Santa Claus takes on new ID 


from Professor Joan Freeman 
Sin Now we have the evidence 
that private schooling has little or 
no effect on children’s adult 
achievements (“Value of private 
schooling may be over-esti- 
mated”, 14 December) - what 
really counts in life is ability - it 
is time for a rethink on the Gov- 
ernment’s Assisted Places 
Scheme. This scheme moves 
bright children, whose parents 
could not pay the fees, from state 
to private schools. Instead, die 
Government pays for them, a 
practice that costs the taxpayer 
about £105ni a year. 

Independent research has 
shown that most of the chosen 
children are from professional 
homes, such as those of school- 
teachers, and that the most 
socially deprived chhdien are the 
least ukely to be taken up for 
these places. As the results from 
Sussex University, carried out 
on 17,000 people, show that there 
is precious little benefit to the 
pupils from private education, 
who is gaining? It can only be the 
private schools, who are not only 
benefiting from this financial 
largess, but also by having the 
leaven of so many of the bright- 
est children in their classrooms. 

In fact, if the state schools are 


doing as well by their pupils with 
very much less to hand, what 
couldn't they do with an equal 
amount? I expect that any state 
schoolteacher, particularly those 
whose brightest pupils have been 
removed from their care for 
“improved’* education, could 
think of many better ways of 
spending that money. 

Yours faithfully, 

Joan Freeman 
University of Middlesex 
London. W1 
15 December 

Prom MrK. G. James 
Sin Why give such prominence to 
yet another piece of meaningless 
educational “research”? 

The study, based as it was on 
|ust one group of children boro 
m 1958, cannot be taken as rele- 
vant to any group boro even just 
a few years rater, and is certamly 
not relevant to children at school 
today. In 1958, the grammar 
schools were providing bright 
children from all sodo-econoimc 
backgrounds with a first-class 
academic education at least as 
good as that available in the pri- 
vate sector, regardless of ability 
to pay. Eleven years later, most 
of those grammar schools were 
still around, selecting their pupils 


in the same way as the study team 
assessed them. Indeed, many of 
the studied group win have com- 
pleted their secondary education 
under the guidance of grammar- 
school teachers, even if by then 
their schools had gone compre- 
hensive. In circumstances like 
these, ft is hardly earth-shattering 
to find that paying for education 
just wasn't worth it. (Note the use 
of the past tensel) 

Today the pammar schools 
have gone, and those parents 
who seek a guaranteed hi]' 
qualify academic education j 
their children either have to pay 
or choose where they live very 
carefully. Rot for too many peo- 
ple neither option is viable. 
Instead of continuing to research 
this one group of 35-year-oJds 
that went through an education 
system that no longer exists. Pro- 
fessor Saunders would be better 
employed looking at today’s cir- 
cumstances to see if there are any 
blight children out there who are 
befog prevented from achieving 
their foil potential simply because 


their parents can neither pay the 
fees nor afford to move. I think 
we all know what he will find. 
Yours faithfully, 

K.G. James 
Blagdon. Avon 


Blunt talk about sharp objects 


From Mr Thomas Cleeve 
Sir I read today (“Knife offend- 
ers will face jail sentences”, L2 
December) that the change pro- 
posed is to increase the sentence 
for an offence under section 139 
Criminal Justice Act 198&, and to 
make it an arrestable offence. 

Section 139 makes it an 
offence for a person to have with 
him in a public place an article 
with a blade or a sharp point with- 
out good reason or lawful author- 
ity. Currently, the offence is 
punishable by fine, not by impris- 
onment The section means that 
anyone who carries a sharp knife 
is prana fade committing an of- 
fence. It also means that anyone 


who carries a nail or knitting nee- 
dle commits the same offence, 
prima fade. 

Should anyone wish to defend 
himself in court against a charge 
under section 139, the prosecu- 
tion has to prove only that the 
defendant was carrying the arti- 
cle. It does not have to prove 
beyond reasonable doubt that 
he did not have a good reason 
for carrying the knife, nail or 
knitting needle; it is up to him 
to prove to the court that he did 
have such a reason. 

L tike everyone else, am 
appalled at the murder of Philip 
Lawrence. But he was killed not 
because someone carried a knife. 


but because someone used it 
Laws that sanction using knives 
to cause injury, and carrying 
knives with the intention of so 
using them, already exist 
AU criminal kgjslation restricts 
the freedom of everyone. The 
task in legislating is to balance the 
prevention and punishment of 
bad behaviour with the general 
loss of liberty to the public that 
results. It is dangerous to entrust 
such a task to a legislature dom- 
inated by a tired executive vdiose 
desperate attempts to obtain re- 
election have focused on law and 
order. 

Yours faithfully, 

Thomas Cleeve 
London, WC1 
12 December 


Uncle Jim gets carried away with sewage 


our Christmas nature 
in whch Uncle Jim takes 
Sally and Peter for a walk on Boxing 
Day and tries to persuade them he 
knows more about nature than they do. 

“So, why is it called a sewage form?” 
said Peter, wrinkling his nose as the 
acrid rural smell drifted slowly across 
the field. *T mean, it's not really a 
farm, is it? U doesn't produce any- 
thing, does it? It doesn’t produce 
sewage, does ft, even though ft’s 
called a sewage farm? It’s not like a 
beef farm, which produces beef, or 
a dairy farm, which produces dairy 
produce ... OK, a sewage farm takes 
sewage in but it doesn’t send sewage 
out It sends clean recycled water 
out, I think, but it doesn't call itself 
a water farm. So why ...?" 



for a minute and let me have a little 
word in edgeways?” said Unde Jim, 
a small vein beginning to throb in his 
forehead, which both the children 
noticed with a glow of achievement. 
It sometimes took a lot to wind 
Unde Jim up, but he was reacting 
nicefv today. 

Uncle Jim breathed slowly and 
deeply to relax himself. He felt better. 

“TTie word farm is often used in a 
jocular and inaccurate way to denote 
a workplace,” he said. “Think of 


MILES KINGTON 


the expression “funny farm’...” 
“What's a funny form. Unde Jim?” 
said Sally. 

“The phrase “funny form’ was intro- 
duced to replace the phrase ‘loony 
bin',” said Unde Jim. “There was a 
long time when the nature of mental 
illness was not understood, only 
slightly feared, so people shortened 
‘lunatic asylum’ to ‘loony bin’ to 
defuse their tears. Then ’loony bin’ 
came to seem rather a cruel phrase, 
so it was replaced by ‘funny farm'. 
‘Fanny farm* in its turn fell foul of 
political correctness, so that has also 
been phased out.” 

“And what has it been replaced by?” 
“Well, the Ibries couldn’t think of 
a new name for 'funny farm’, so they 
decided to turn all menially ill peo- 
ple out into the streets. This is called 
‘returning them to the community’.” 
There was a pause. 


“And why is it called a sewage 
form?” 

“Well, you have to remember that 
what we think of as a form - a jolly 
place full of chickens in the yard and 
rabbits in the field - has been 
replaced by something much more 
bleak, and much less uke the place 
depicted in children's books. Pesti- 
cides, modem genetic crop experi- 
ments, EEC directives, mechanisa- 
tion — all these have transformed the 
old-style country farm into an out- 
doors factory. When people use the 
term 'factory fanning’, they usually 
refer to the indoors totalitarian 
chicken battery or intensive pig 
breeding unit, but in truth afl fann- 
ing today, except on some free range 
or rare breed terms, is factory farm- 
ing. A farm is a large outdoor green 
factory. ‘Farm’ has become another 
word for' 


many red berries still on the hawthorn 
tree and a lot of old man’s beard still 
hanging on the boshes. Now, those 
are both autumn sights, as they are all 
part of the great fruit and seed scene. 


‘So 


factory’” 

‘sewage farm’ just means 
_ said Peter slowly, 
t it,” said Unde Jim happily, 
never loath to depress the children. 
“Any other questions?” 

“Yes," said Sally. “Is this the start 
of winter or the end of the autumn?" 

“We 11,” said Unde Jim, “theoreti- 
cally winter begins on 21 December 
with the solstice, but nature is never 
quite that neat. If you look in the 
hedgerow, you wifl see that, there are 


again, you win see that there are 
already catkins hanging on the twigs. 
Catkins are a springtime sight, yet 
here they are already.” 

“I thought cations never came txU 
the new year,” said Sally. 

“That’s only because we have been 
taught not to see them till the new 
year,” said Unde Jim. “Everyone is 
taught that catkins and stick? bods 
come after Christmas. This is rubbish. 
They’Ve been around for weeks. It’s 
just that we don’t notice them till after 
Christmas. Look at the chestnut tree. 
It’s stiff with sticky butter 

“When I look at the hedge,” said 
Peter, “all I can see is nasty broken 
branches.” 

“Thai’s because the former has 
been flailing the hedge,” said Unde 
Jim. “Of aO the nasty, destructive, ugly, 
useless methods developed by modem 
forming, this is undoubtedly ...” 

Miles Kington writes: Pm sorry - I 
thought Unde Jim was going to be a 
cheery oldsouL He's turned out a right 
misery. I think well pi£ the plug on him 
right there. 


Trouble in Tibet 

FromMrHuaJmzhou 

Sir: In his article about the choice 

of a new Panchen Lama (“Tibet 

in turmoil over ruin of ancient rit- 

nals”, 8 December), Dm McGirk 

wrote: 

The Chinese are attempting to 
smash an OCCUlt rfhial that hag 

persisted in Tibet for hundreds of 
years.. 

This is sheer nonsense. The 
search for and determination of 
the 11th Panchen Lama was con- 
ducted strictly in accordance with 

religious ritual and historical con- 
vention and has won the 
of religious personnel and 
ersin Tibet. 

On the contrary, it is the Dalai 
Lama who violated the ritual 
and convention on the issue of 
Panchen Lama’s reincarnation 
in an attempt to deny China’s 


trouble in Tibet by depriving the 
right of the central government 
to the final determination of the 
reincarnation. 

What be has done is utterly 
illegal and invalid, and it is only 
natural that it has been rejected 
by the religious personnel and 
beKeven in Tibet. 

Sincerely yours, 

HuaJinzhou 
Press Counsellor 


London, Wl 
13 December 


From Mrs Mttyke Hogestjin 
Sin Gretchen Mason (letter, IS 
December) was closest to the 
truth in the debate about the ori- 
gfas of Santa Claus. He is, in fact, 
a mixture of the Dutch Saint 
Nicholas and the Scandinavian 
Jul Tbmten (Christmas elf). 

Saint Nicbolas is a bishop from 
Madrid who has the jolly habit of 
distributing presents to all Dutch 
children on the eve of hte own 
birthday on 6 December. The 
evening of 5 December finds him 

astride his white stallion 

with him from Spain aboard 
great white steamship) on the 
roofe of Holland, while fate Moor 
helpers (all called “Black Pete”) 
pop down the chimneys with the 
presents. 

The holy man is hundreds of 
years old and thus has a long 
white beard. He is dressed as a 
bishop should, in long Sowing 
robes, complete with staff and 
mitre. Tim predominant colour of 
hisgarb is red. 

The Jul Tbmten was a small el£ 
clad in grey, who on Christmas 
eve took care of the farm animals 
while everyone else was making 
meny (in short, too drunk to feed 
the animals themselves). In 
exchange for hte labours, a dish 
of porridge was put on the steps 
outside for him. 

These two were indeed “mar- 
ried” in the US, the Jul Tbmten 
growing taller and distinctly fat- 
ter, and donning Saint Nicholas’s 
colour of garment and long white 
beard. He also began dtetnbuting 
presents to children. 

The reindeer and sled 
(although typically Scandinavian 
products) are an American inven- 
tion and, sadly, the Black Fetes 
have disappeared. Tklk about 
layoffs.:.. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mayke Hogbsthn 

Marlow, R iirirwighainshir ft 

15 December 

Pnom Mr Lars Brenner 
Sin The Swedish artist Jenny 
Nystrom (1854-1940) created 
Father Christmas (Jultomten) as 
he appears to us, not Haddon 
Sundblom, as stated in Richard 
Hafliday’s letter of 15 December. 

Jenny Nystrom won the gold 
medal of tee Academy of Aits in 
1881. From about 1890 she drew 
annual Christmas cards for Axel 
Eliasson, a publisher of gree ting 
cards in Sweden. She used her 
father as a model. 


Sundblom, Uke aU Swedes, 
would have been thoroughly 
familiar with Jenny Nystrom’s 
cards and illustrations of chil- 
dren's books. Sundblom's con- 
tribution was to make Santa more 
rotund and give him reindeers. In 
Jenny Nystrom's cards, the sleigh 
fe pulled by a horse; reindeers are 
not very strong. Jultomten te also 
sometimes accompanied by his 
goat The reason why Swedes 
stick straw goats under their 
Christmas trees is that they 
deliver presents to the homes 
which Santa cannot reach. 
Yours faithfully, 

Lars Breimer 
Richmond, Surrey 
15 December 

From Mr Maurice O'C. Walshe 
Sir. I had a good faugh at Richard 
HaUiday’s letter ( 15 December). 
The figure erf Father Christinas as 
we know him goes back a lot fur- 
ther than 1931, or even 1921. 1 
was bom in 1911. and so had my 
first encounter with "Sandy 
Claws” (as I at first understood 
his name to be) just before World 
War!. Even in those dark days he 
was always there at Christmas in 
and jacket Just once, when I was 
about five or six, he appeared on 
some Christmassy object in dark 
blue. I was most indignant; it 
wasn't right! 

Coca-Cola merely exploited a 
well-known stereotype. The 
Swedish artist was no doubt cho- 
sen for his self-portrait because 
he looked like that figure. 

Yours reminiscently, 

Maurice O'C. Walshe 
Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire 
15 December 

From Ms Frances H. KUUngley 
Sin Pace Jonathan Leckie (letter, 
13 December), Father Christmas 
was well-known in this country 
long before Prince Albert’s day. 
He rates an entry in tec Oxford 
English Dictionary , which cites a 
pamphlet of 1658 entitled Exam- 
ination and tryall of old Father 
Christmas - doubtless the old fel- 
low had run into trouble under 
tee Cromwellian regime. A 15ih 
century carol (no 21 in the 
Oxford Book of Carols) features 
Sir Christemas who brings news 
of the birth of tee Saviour and 
exhorts the company to “make 
good cheer and be right meny”. 
Yours faithfully, 

Frances H. Kjllxngley 
Wrvenhoe, Essex 


Present imperfect 

From Ms Susan Harris 
Sir I hope Daniel Jeffreys (“No 
ribbons please, we’re 
13. December) doesn’t 
come shopping fa the busy retail 
outlet where I wort I could eas- 
ily conjure up some hostility and 
u •* ucst 


From Ms Alexandra Richardson 
Sin I read Daniel Jeffreys’ lament 
about tee lack of gift wrapping fa 
British stores. I can sympathise. 

When I really get fed up with 
this tiresome skinflint attitude, I 
do have my revenge; I select an 
item for purchase in a store, lake 
it to tee counter, engage in talk to 

waste their time, wait for tee bill 

to be laboriously written up. Then 
^ ° f 1 ** for 11 10 1* boxed. When I 

get adismissive rebuff. I teplj'No 
box, no buy” and walk oul. Maybe 
Susan Harris some day it wfll sink in. 

Alexandra Richardson 
13 December London, SW1 


BSE licked? 

From Dr Richard Buddy 
Sin Am I alone fa concern about 
glue? I always thought that it 
was made from animat bones 


etc, ground up. If this is still the 
rase, should wc not all stop lick- 
ing stamps and envelopes? 
Sincerely, , 

Richard Huddy 4 

Manchester 


Le “ ecs t0 ** taefadt * ftety- 

£“= 9 * 71-293 2056 ; e-mail: 

dMtxo^) Utttrs may be edited for Jeagtb and dartiy. Vfe regret that 
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Welcome back from the wilderness 


Have Labour s bitter years in opposition meant the death of idealism on the left or just the birth of realism? 


BSSSJSaSS: 

sEKttteiKS 

Hdon has been compelling and ha£ 
rowing viewmg, not least far Labour 
SEL!? p Qer ^ *“e, which Samuel 
h ““gb* have found 

Toiq^Blair. dCpre,6ed “ d “Smd 

A 2,“' to simplify, that there is no 
tinfd way between the Vision Splen- 
did of traditional socialism and mere 
conservatism. Throughout the final 
^ programmes, the implication was 
that in its long, dusty and painful hunt 
for votes. Labour had no alternative 
but to betray its best self. 

Labour’s wilderness was certainly 
not a silent place. It was peopled with 
garrulous prophets, repentant and 
otherwise. There was Tony Benn, the 
somewhat snug patriarch of right- 
eousness, and his flock; Nefl Kinnodc, 
,£whose agonisingly honest self- 
• criticisms suggested a man who had 
tasted bitter truths and risen above 
them; Denis Healey, who confessed 
that he really ought to have bothered 
to save the country from Thatcherism 
(but was, he implied, a little busy at the 
tune ); Roy Hattersley, who had made 
do rather well on his diet of locusts and 
honev. 

All saw the wilderness as a place of 
struggle and betrayal rather than rev- 
elation or hope. There was little pos- 
itive explanation by Labour mod- 
ernisers of their project, other than the 
need to destroy old negatives. The 
possibility of a new left politics barely 
got a look-in. This was history, admit- 
tedly, not advocacy. But it was history 
with a sad ending 

The final programme, broadcast last 
night, closed with shots of John 
Smith’s coffin and funeral (and for 


Smith read socialism). The last politi- 
aan quoted was Peter Shore, lament- 
mg; If the Labour Party plavs too safe 
for too long, it will really tie denying 
its own heritage.” And the narrator 


concludes of new Labour politicians: 
*° e y have never tasted the fruits of 


power and their political legacy wiH be 
a party which has rejected almost 
everything it stood for when, 16 years 
ago, it was cast into the wilderness.” 

This was what Blair described in 
the Observer as “superficial and 
flawed ... intellectually lazy and 
wrong”. Was it? 

At one level, the film-makers were 
clearly right. If one lists the policies 
Labour activists embraced in the 
late Seventies and early Eighties - 
unilateral nuclear disarmament, hos- 
tility to the European Community, 
further nationalisation, high mar- 
ginal income-tax rates, enthusiastic 
support for all strikers - then most 
of it has indeed been rejected by 
“new Labour”. 

We can go further. Socialism, in the 
sense of a programme of state action 
and ownership for egalitarian ends, 
aimed at dispossessing the capitalists 



ANDREW M ARR 

Columnist of the Year 


There is no talk of 
overthrowing anything, 
of eco-doom, or 
hostility to free trade 


aDd resoJving the class struggle by 
parliamentary means, is about as rel- 
evant to Nineties politics as Muggle- 
lonianism. (Latter-day admirers of 
the prophesies of Ludowick MuggJe- 
ton are hereby encouraged not to 
write in.) 

Does this mean that, so far as elec- 
toral politics is concerned, “the left” 
is dead, too - that we are all Conser- 
vatives now? Blair thinks not, and 
rightly. It is a historic oddity that we 
are still obliged to discuss politics by 
sole reference to the seating arrange- 
ments of the French National Assem- 
bly more than 200 years ago; but “left” 
is still recognisable as a dutch of atti- 


tudes and values which distinguish 
some political humans from others. 

Blair describes them as “solidarity, 
social justice, equality, community”. 
These values can mean different things 
at different limes, but there are post- 
socialist ways of Ltying to live up to 
them. Let's take them in order. 

“Solidarity" was the watchword of 
trade unionists linking arms against 
employers; but if it really means stand- 
ing together, that must surely indude 
the un-unionised and people living on 
fixed pensions who were hurt by the 
militant unionism of the late Seventies. 
It presumably applies to vic tims of 
crime, too. 

“Social justice” implies that society 
is inherently unjust unless civilised by 
political action. Ibday, that suggests 
support for a decent welfare slate and 
attacks on dangerous concentrations 
of wealth and power. But it could 
involve radical changes to pensions 


and welfare, so long as the condition 
of the poor is not made worse - which 
would be manifestly unjust. 

“Equality", if taken seriously, is 
unattainable in a free society. If tildtcn 
imperiously, it merely' means equality 
before the law. If taken semi-senouslv. 
however, it means equality of oppor- 
tunity; good schools for the poorest: 
the e limina tion of barriers to personal 
advancement: grants for higher edu- 
cation and so on. 

And “community” means - well, 
you've got me there' Labour in power 
has mostly been intensely centralist 
and unenthusiastic about local 
power. But this Lime round, it might 
mean devolution of power, the 
rebuilding of local democracy and 
support for those non-political insti- 
tutions or “civil society" which bind 
people together and offer haven 
from a world of struggling, compet- 
itive individuals and selfish con- 
sumers. And if it meant that, it 
would be a good thing. 

Blair’s four values, in other words, 
could indeed influence a new Labour 
government. Whether Lhey will is 
unknowable because we are talking 
about a possible future Britain, a 
country in which power was devolved 
Lo revitalised local authorities, acad- 
emic excellence was demanded for all. 
state schools, Scottish and Welsh 
parliaments established, a minimum 
wage enacted, the tax system 
changed, the Lords and Commons 
reformed, monopolies challenged, 
and so on. 

There is a potential programme 
there which, if it were actually 
achieved in office, would represent 
“left” values just as adequately, and 
perhaps more so, than the statist 
socialism nostalgically celebrated by 
Blair’s critics. The changes to which he 


Why Russians are seeing red 


The Communists’ parliamentary success could bring reform to a halt, argues Martin McCauley 


A spectre is haunting Russia, the 
x\spectre of Communism revived. 
With more than half of die votes 
counted from Sunday’s pariiamen- 
, iaiy elections, the Communist Tarty of 
^!be Russian Federation (CPRF) seems 
certain to become the leading party in 
Russia's lower house, the Duma. Its 
sister party in the countryside, the 
Agrarian Party, is also .doing very 
well: the new.- Duma could well be one- 
third Communist. : ■ 

As has happened virtually every . 
other Eastern European country, the 


This is the most interesting option, 
and one that hinges almost entirely on 
Yavlinsky. A deal in the run-up to the 


presidential elections would probably 
involve a trade-off in which Zyuganov 


involve a trade-off in which Zyuganov 
became president and Yavlinsky prime 


minister - crucially, with power to run 
the economv. Such an affiance would 


The general feeling is 
that anyone over 45 
without a job will find 
it difficult to get one 


the economy. Such an affiance would 
end the hopes of any pro-reform pres- 
idential candidate, and herald a mod- 
erate social-democratic regime. 

Meanwhile, the pro-reform lobby 
must hope that the economy can 
deliver for their cause. GDP is 
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electoral success of the Communist 
Party is a protest against the economic 
pain of the past five years. The Prime 
Minister, Viktor Chernomyrdin, and 
his government have failed dismally to 
convey any sense of hope to voters that 
pain today wflj become joy tomorrow. 
And that was bound to have conse- 
quences at the polls, given that 70 per 
cent of the population have seen their 
living standards halved since 1991. 

Market reforms always tend to ben- 
efit the young and those with techni- 
cal and marketable skills. The general 
feeling is that anyone over 45 who is 
without a job will find it very difficult 
to get one in future, in a market econ- 
omy. So the Co mmunis ts have found 
ready support among the over-35s. 

And the party has played blatantly 
on those popular fears. It accuses the 
government of forgetting about the 
social and human dimensiofi in the rush 
fy a market economy. It has promised 
pensioners higher pensions, workers a 


jot- pauiuib a gicoi w i w i 

a greater role for the church, and the 
young a bright future (which promise 
"the voting, by and large, don't believe). 

This wish list will be impossible to 
deliver. Not least because the Com- 
munists have no coherent economic 
policy, having, as it does, to encompass 
a hopelessly broad range of views. 
These vary from the economic prag- 
matism of the Communist leader Gen- 
oa dv Zyuganov, in reality a social 
democratic agenda with the acceptance 
of a regulated market, to more hard- 
line Communists who would like to see 
re nationalisa tion of privatised compa- 




Voters have stopped 
listening to Yeltsin’s 
rhetoric and expect 
material improvement 
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Chernomyrdin has fated to convey any sense of hope to the voters 


nies, and economic power regulated tty 
the state - in other words, by them. 

Come January, the Communists 
wiH be seeking to use the Duma to 


Democrats, the nationalists everyone 
abroad loves to hate, have done much 
better than expected. A Communist- 
nationahst alliance wDuld have a major- 

itum mj i l ia n v-nf Riil thi»n*3n>oiVv)riP*. 


market economics and protectionism. 
The Communists need a coalition part- 
ner with more economic expertise. 
The Congress of Russian Commu- 


expected to grow by 10 per cent next 
year, and the IMF is negotiating a new 
$9bn loan to Russia. The pro- reform 
lobby will be pressing Anatoly Chubais, 
deputy prime minister and minister for 
privatisation, to continue the break- 
neck speed of privatising larger enter- 
prises. This at least would put a com- 
munist or nationalist president, if 
elected in June 1996, in a quandary. 
What effect would renationalisation 
have on the Russian economy, and 
especially on confidence abroad? If 
there were widespread renationalisa- 
tion, the IMF and World Bank would 
be unlikely to extend loans to this new 
Russia. 

These election results reveal how 
confused and angry most Russians are. 
and how much convincing they still 
need that the market path is in their 
interests. On these results, there is no 
indication that they will accept this. But 
in the next six months, the economy is 
almost certain to grow and life for some 


benefits, job security, pension rights 
and so on. Their aim is tactical; to 
force President Yeltsin to veto then- 
legislation, thereby presenting the 
party as the protector of the Russian 
people and providing it with valuable 
amm unition for the all -important 
presidential election in June 1996. 

While the Duma itself has virtually 
no power, the Communists still need 
a parliamentary majority to pass their 
legislation, whidi means they will need 
to seek tactical short-term alliances 
with various other groups in the Duma. 

Vl adimir Zhirinovsky's Liberal 


sons to think it will not happen. Both 
parties regard Sunday’s elections as a 
primary for the forthcoming presiden- 
tial elections. Both therefore are anxious 
to maintain their distinctive identities lo 


maximise their electoral support in that 
contest Moreover, the Communisis 


contest Moreover, the Communists 
have an eye on their image interna- 
tionally. Twywish to present themselves 
to the world as a modern reform party 
working along social-democratic lines, 
an aspiration that fits ill with Zhiri- 
novsky’s unsavoury reputation abroad. 
And third, the economic policies of Lhe 
Liberal Democrats are a mish-mash of 


the charismatic general Alexander 
Lebed, the KRO was formed two 
months ago as the acceptable face of 
Russian nationalism, but so far has lost 
out to Zhirinovsky. If the KRO feels 
disappointed at its own performance 
it may be tempted into a coalition, to 
gain a toehold in policy making. 

The Communists have also flirted 
with the idea of alliance with one or 
other of the pro-reform parties. The 
most likely would be Yabloko, well- 
established and led by Grigory Yavlin- 
sky, a dever economist who is highly 
respected in the West 


others prospering believe they can join 
them? This is the crux of the matter. 


Vbters have stopped listening to 
esidem Yeltsin's rhetoric and expect 


President Yeltsin's rhetoric and expect 
hard evidence of material improve- 
ment. The irony of Russian politics is 
that an all-powerful president, consi- 
tutionally speaking, is at this moment 
powerless. Yeltsin's future, and the 
future of reform, depends on eco- 
nomic factors, not political ones. 


ESUmaBa Tony Baldry 

Cutting quotas - the best deal for fishermen 


T he storv of Cornish fishermen 

accepting government nwney or 

leaving their industry has been high- 
lighted in the Independent s col umn- 
They are among the 164 boat, 
have been accepted for decomm - 
sionmg this year, and join those tna 
were successful in the first fw°y c 
Df the scheme. A total of has 
ween made available for this by 
Government over five years. 

It might seem paradoxical that 
important part of the Governmen 
policy for securing a healthy and - 

fident fishing industry is to take i nea- 
sures that obviously lead to pain 


some unemployment in communities 
already under pressure, I know it cer- 
tainly isn’t a cheap policy. It is, how- 
ever, a necessary one. 

Fisheries scientists, both in this cotto- 
ny and abroad, tell us that many of our 
most important stocks are at their low- 
est historic levels. Indeed, they recom- 
mend that catches of plaice and herring 
in the North Sea and mackerel around 
our shores be cut by nearly half next 

year in order to avoid the risk of these 

stocks disappearing into economic 
ejection. At all costs we need to avoid 
the situation that occurred in Canada’s 
Grand Banks where stocks of cod, once 


internationally famous, have been lit- 
erally “fished out”. 

The problem is of too many fisher- 
men, with increasingly sophisticated 
equipment to find and catch the 
remaining stocks, chasing too few 
fish. Conservation - to ensure there 
are fish for tomorrow’s fishermen as 
well as today's - is the reason that 
European fisheries minsters have, in 
recentyears, set targets fa- each mem- 
ber state to reduce their overall fish- 
ing “effort". The UK’s current means 
of reducing effort is paying fishermen 
to leave the industry; the alternative, 
of restricting the number of days each 


and every boat can spend at sea, hav- 
ing proved understandabfy unpopular 
with the industry. 


In pursuing the policy we need to 
bear in mind that the communities 


affected need time to adapt Newlyn 
has had 16 boats accepted for decom- 
missioning this yep. One should not 
underestimate the impact of this on the 
locality and there is a need to proceed 
gradually, equally, there needs to be 
stability in fisheries management from 
one year to the next avoiding sharp 
changes in quotas as far as we can. 

Next year, fisheries ministers will 
discuss a further round of targets for 


member stales to bring their fleets 
more into line with available supplies 
of fish; I will be seeking the best pos- 
sible deal for our fishermen. Oppo- 
nents of the Common Fisheries Pol- 
icy (CFP), which is being debated in 
the House of Commons today, shou ld 
realise that if there was no CFP. it 
would have to be invented. Fish know 
no national boundaries, so only by 
international agreement can the issue 
of conservation, without whidi the 
industry has no future, be properly 
dealt with. 


The writer is Fisheries Minister. 




Church schools 
want ballots, too 


is commuted would make any real 
Conservative choke. 

Bryan Gould was seen last night say- 
ing that his old party had undergone 
“a painful withdrawal from hope and 
ideals". It seems to me that the real 
withdrawal has been a withdrawal 
from fantasy and self-deception. Old 
Labour's language was grossly 
overblown compared to its reaT inten- 
tions. It talked about the martyred 
dead and the new Jerusalem, but it 
gave us the compromises and man- 
agerialism of the Seventies. It talked 
about itself as “a crusade". But it was 
Harold Wilson who used Lhai phrase, 
and what happened to his knights? 

In short, they meant it less and less. 
Socialism became something spoken, 
not done: by the time Labour last held 
power, the world was on the brink of 
the market and technological revolu- 
tion which buried its statist t hinkin g. 
Much of The Wilderness Years was 
devoted to people not recognising the 
facL 

Blair, by contrast, not only recog- 
nises but accepts it. Labour no longer 
falsely promises to change the world. 
It believes Western societies are 
broadly moving along the right track. 
There* is no talk cif overthrowing 
anything, no hint of eco-doom or hos- 
tility to free trade, no end-of-cenlury 
pessimism. The tone is perky. There 
are, no doubt, limits to this kind of 
politics. If something is radically 
wrong with the world, then new 
Labour doesn't have an answer. 

But for Lhe time being, most voters , 
seem to agree with Blair's modest opti- 
mism. just as they disagreed with 
those mournful and angry folk who 
roared and bickered in the wilderness. 
Life back in the mainstream may be 
less romantic; but it is where the rest 
of us live. 


The Government is in danger of 
looking both anti-democratic and 
ignorant, says Judith Judd 


H ow did the Prime Minister 
ever come to be saddled 


with the notion that church 
schools should be allowed to 
become gram maintained with- 
out u parental ballot? Ptrhaps h 
was through some misguided 
notion that the Church of Eng- 
land is stiD the Tory parly at 
prayer and that church school 
governors arc all nice white 
Anglo-Saxon Protestants who 
would leap at the chance of 
hacking one of the Conserva- 
tives’ favourite policies. 

The reality is different. Ever 
since the Thatcher government 
came to power lo years ago. 
there have been differences 
between the Church of England 
and the Conservatives about 
everything from Lhe Falkland* 
war to what children should be 
taught about God. So far the 
Anglican church, which has most 
of the country's church schools, 
has remained officially neutral 
arguing that parents should be 
left lo decide 


their own fate. * ,, 

Behind the oO Ic 

scenes, how- . .. 

ever, bishops AngllCa 
and church . 
officials take a rlELS TQ’. 

less sanguine . ,, 

view. Rab But- Oil lC13.il 1 

ler's 1944 Edu- 1 

cation Act, 

which established the present 
arrangements for church 
schools, has served them well. 
They have more independence 
than county schools because 
they conirol their own admis- 
sions. They have a majority of 
church -appointed governors on 
the governing body. Their run- 
ning costs are paid by the state 
and they contribute just 15 per 
cent of the costs of external 
maintenance and building. 
What is to be gained by opting 
out? 

Greater independence, the 
Prime Minister suggested, 
revealing his ignorance about 
church schools. They are mostly 
primary schools, many of them 
small, that rely on both the dio- 
ceses and. in some places, the 
local authority to help them out 
in times of trouble. They are 
not straining at the leash to be 
free from outside control and 
they often have close connec- 
tions with their communities 
and neighbouring schools. 

Or maybe John Major 
thought that cash-strapped 
churches would like to be free 
of that 15 per cent contribution, 
at a cost to the Treasury of 
upwards of £10m. Not so. 
Unlike politicians, the churches 
take a long view and see opting 
out as a threat to church 
schools' independence. Once a 
school opts out. the church 
ceases lo pay its 15 per cent 


So far the 
Anglican church 
has remained 
officially neutral 


contribution. All the capital 
comes from the Government. It 
is not fanciful to suppose that 
a future government might 
argue that a church which had 
no financial commitment to its 
schools had ni> right to the 
privileges of control it now 
enjoys. 

Even if the Prime Minister 
and his advisers can be forgiven 
for failing to understand the 
workings of the churches' 
minds. Lheir difficulty in grasp- 
ing the effect of his proposal to 
abolish parental ballots is bew il- 
dering. Why deny to church 
school parents the rights 
enjoyed by the parents of every’ 
other child? They instantly 
become second-class citizens 
who cun be told what to do by 
their governors. Another 
option in the Government's 
consultation paper is even 
worse: it suggests that all 
church schools would he 
assumed to have opted out 

unless they 

_ voted to stay 

‘ the with the local 

. . authorilv. In 

church other words. 

. , ministers would 

lained decide what 

. was best for 

neutral schools that 

have long 

prided them- 
selves on their independence. 

It is anti-democratic and it is 
a reflection of the muddle min- 
isters are in over their w’hoic 
opting-oul policy. When Mar- 
garet Thatcher first proposed 
opting oul she suggested that 
schools would be tailing over 


themselves to opt out and that 
the policy would be as popular 


as council house sales. Instead. 


persuading schools to opt out 
has proved an uphill struggle. 


has proved an uphill struggle. 
The result is a mess which the 
Government calls “diversity" 
and a debate in the Conserva- 
tive Party about where to go 
next The party is split over 
whether to abandon ballots 


and the slogan of parental 
choice, which is the kevstone of 


its education policy, and com- 
pel all secondary schools lo opt 
out. 

The fury unleashed by the 
church schools' proposals sug- 
gests that whatever policy it 
chooses will be unpopular. If 
ministers had said in 19SS. 
when opting out was intro- 
duced. that they would fund all 
secondary schools from the 
centre, they might have won 
some support at a time when 
local authorities were more 
unpopular than they are today. 
Now a decision to lake away 
votes from parents will be 
seen for what it is: a resort lo 
force where persuasion has 
failed. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


o> 


The \%Titer is senior lecturer in politics at 
the School of Skn'onic Studies, Univer- 
sity of London. 
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Despair doesn’t work nine to five. 
Despair comes in the small hours of the 
night, or on Christmas Day. It comes at 
weekends, or when you’re surrounded 
by people. 

Samaritans work round the clock, 
every day of the year. When you pick 
up the phone, there’ll be someone there^ 
to help pick up the pieces. 

You won’t be put on hold, or put 
through a grilling. And you won’t be 
judged or talked down to. 

Our number’s in the phone book, 
and every call is confidential. We’ll be 




there to talk to vou 
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A tax crackdown ordinary folk might welcome 



‘Advisers hate the 
idea of general 
anti-avoidance ' 
provisions because 
clients would then 
demand the exercise 
of their judgement to 
steer them .through 
the grey, areas. But 
why are they so 
reluctant to do this?’ 


TSf. c ^ cove jy that the Inland Revenue is 

x thinking of introducing general anti-tax 

mca f m ^ s brought a pre- 
aictable bom of wbmgcmg from tax advis- 
ers. The idea is to require businesses to 
tonumstnite that transaction are earned out 
tor a business purpose rather than for pure 
tax reasons. This would make life harder for 
companies such as News International, 
which has moved profits around the group 
to namnmse tax in the UK 
-- While ordinary folk might thmir that the 
new approach might keep corporations on 
tne straight and narrow, tax specialists are 
ctm<*med that it would not work. They 
adnnt that general anti-avoidance provisions 
do exist m such territories as Canada and 
New Zealand, but daim they are not par- 
ticularly effective. 

What they are really worried about is the 
lack of certainty if they have to prove a busi- 
ness rather than a tax minimising purpose 
behind each transaction. It might seem that 
tax advisers benefit from confusion in the 
law, because of the amount of work it gen- 
erates. They deny this, claiming it is better 
for business to be able to tell clients that they 
will definitely be taxed on X, but will be 
caught for Y. Hence the warm welcome for j 
last week’s paper on tax simplification - 
because professionals believe dearer legis- 
lation will be easier to understand and cre- 
ate certainty about what the law says. 

They hate the idea of general anti-avoid- 
ance provisions because clients would then 


demand the exercise of judgement as their 
advisers steer them through the grey areas. 
But why are they so reluctant to do this? 
Surely judgement and expertise are what 
professionals are in business to offer clients? 

One prominent tax specialist even con- 
jures up the old notion of a threat to 
Britain's commercial reputation. Companies 
might be put off making deals because com- 
panies would be under much greater pres- 
sure to go to the Inland Revenue for an 
advance ruling on whether a transaction is 
acceptable or not. That would require 
mountains of paperwork. 

Fbrbaps it is this line of argument that best 
proves the sense of the Revenue's case. Does 
it not imply that many transactions make bet- 
ter tax sense than business sense? The 
really compelling argument, though, is that 
pre-transaction rulings are already routine 
m some areas of UK taxation as well as else- 
where in the corporate arena. Indeed, the 
Office of Fair Trading allows advisers not 
only to ask for prior approval of mergers but 
to negotiate deals to make them more 
acceptable .Tax advisers should be relishing 
the thought of similar freedoms. 

Amec wins reprieve, 
not a rescue 

A her fighting a poor campaign. Amec beat 
x\off Kvaerner by a much wider margin 
than it expected or perhaps deserved. There 


was, after all, that unsuccessful foray at the 
beginning when it tried to talk merger with 
Sir Allred McAalpine, and only last week the 
company dropped its public relations advisers 
l after an embarrassing fracas with the 
! Takeover Panel over leaks. Kvaemcr's ad- 
visers, SG Warburg, must be reflecting 
there is no justice in the world. 

But it is clear enough why they lost. The 
90p a share offer for the preference shares 
was lower than expected and went down 
poorly. And the decision to make the bid 
final and set a foreshortened 21 day 
timetable - as the rules allow - removed all 
flexibility for negotiation and left institutions 
feeling they were being pushed around. 

Amec is at the bottom of the engineering 
and construction cycle and there are two rea- 
sons to take it over now: the industrial logic 
of the merger, as argued in detail by 
Kvaerner. and the scope for speculative 
gains by buying a company cheaply just on 
the turn of tbe~ market 
Amec has not excelled itself in recent 
years, and Sir Alan Cockshaw was in charge 
then and remains at the helm of the com- 
pany. There was natural scepticism about 
whether he could deliver the fruits of the 
recovery as well as he promised. But the card 
in his favour was that institutions were look- 
ing at an each way bet that will probably be 
resolved, one way or another, during 1996. 

Kvaerner. which was hinting a few- days 
ago that it would dump its 26 per cent stake 
if it lost, failed to repeat this threat in its 


! statement last night, after the result came 
! through. The slake will overhang ihc mar- 
\ ket, but it will also make a renewed bid - 
! either by Kvaerner in a year’s time or 
i another party before then - a distinct possi- 
| hility. No wonder PDFM, the fund managers 
i with a 14 per cent slake, felt justified in back- 

: ing the management, for the moment. But 
: this is a reprieve, not a rescue. 

\ 

\ Why Fed should 
i ease pressure now 

M arkets on either side of the Atlantic 
plunged yesterday on fears that Cbair- 
j man Alan Greenspan and the rest of the Fed- 
eral Open Market Committee won't cut US 
; interest rales today. But there must be a very 
good chance that they will. They certainly 
! should. 

The latest shenanigans in Washington over 
1 the budget clearly prompted the sell-off on 
| W^all Street. With some reason: the US Fed 
has indicated that a budget deal would be 
! rewarded with a further cut in interest rates 
I following the quarter per cent reduction in 
I early July. So the second partial shutdown 
I of the Federal Government in a matter of 
! weeks was hardly designed to cause a raar- 
I ket rally. 

| But a more compelling view is that the 
i markets had simply run ahead of themselves 
! in the long bull run. Last week, the US long 
! bond dipped below 6 per cent on several 


i occasions during the course of trading. In 
other words, investors who were willing to 
! lock up funds for 30 years were being paid 
a yield of a princely quarter of a per cent 
more than the short-term rate of interest set 
bv the US Fed. Even after yesterday's may- 
hem, investors in long bonds were only get- 
ting half a per cent more for their pains. 

The markets have thus dearly been sig- 
nalling their view that the Fed's policy is loo 
tight. The most recent readings on Ihe stale 
of the economy suggest they are right. They 
have pointed to a slowing economy and an 
absence of any inflationary threat. 

Jobs growth in the last' two months has 
been modest. Industrial production has 
been flat since August, bringing the annual 
rate of increase sharply down to under 2 per 
cent compared with over 6 per cent at the 
beginning of the year 

The inflationary background is also 
favourable. Consumer prices were 
unchanged in November - the first Lime 
there has been no monthly increase in four 
years. The annual rate of inflation fell from 
2.8 to 2.6 per cent. 

This picture of a slowing economy and a 
favourable inflation outlook should per- 
suade the Fed to act today despite the lat- 
est theatre in Washington over the budget 
negotiations. If the Fed doesn't ease rates 
down by a further quarter point, then the 
markets should contain their disappoint- 
ment: it will then be likely to cut by even 
more - a half percentage point - in January. 


m 


Leisure group comes up trumps with 16% improvement in spite of competition from scratch cards 


on fears that US 
Will hold rates 


PAUL WALLACE 1 
and DIANE COYLE 

Wall Street plunged almost 90 
points at one stage yesterday as 
markets on both sides of the At- 
lantic fen sharply over fears that 
the US Federal Reserve would 
not cut interest rates today. 

La London the FT-SE 100 fen 
46.5 points - the biggest drop 
since early October - to dose 
at 3,596.1. At 90 points down, 
the Dow Jones staged its largest 
fall for five montm. 

The pound ended die day 
close to its all-time low of 8222 
on the Bank of England 3 s trade- 


Jveigfated exchange rate. It fell. . the bucket 
to 822) from 83 on^ Friday. -• The latest 


kets, which have been storming 
ahead, had run out of steam. 

“The markets are expressing 
displeasure with the lack of a 
budget pact," said Neil MacK- 
innon, currency strategist at 
Citibank. 

But Mike Rosenberg, head of 
international fixed income at 
Merrill Lynch in New York, 
said: “The bend market has 
been setting itself up correction 
-people had been getting a lit- 
tle too bnHed-np on bonds.” 

Philip Isberwood, equity 
strategist at Kleinwort Benson, 
said: “The markets need a dear 
message on interest rates and 


-from "83 'on-Fnday. -- The latest round in the stand- 
^:mark^it feD bjrJ? -off between the Clinton ad- 
y ingtE^tfen^arid Republican 3 


Fears the US Fed wifllceep 
ratesonJwWfedtoas6U-offin 
US Tfeasntie&Thebeaidimark 
US 30-year long bond fell by al- 
most apomt, taking its.yield to 
6.15 per cent Gilts fell sharply, 
with the benchmark 10-year 
bond, losing half a point. 

Market strategists said there 
were two explanations for the 
dramatic downturn. One was 
worries about the Fed not cut- 
ting rales because of the latest 
budget deadlock. The other 
suggested that the US mar- 


Cohgress has. deflated- hopes 
thatthe key Federal Open Mar- 
ket Committee of the US cen- 
tral bank will cut rates when it 
meets today. 

Alan Greenspan, chairman, 
has indicated that a budget 
deal would make it possible to 
cut the Fed Funds rate from its 
present level of 5.75 per cent. 
But the collapse of negotiations 
that fed to a partial shutdown 
of the federal government has 
cast doubt on whether a rate cut 
wfll be forthcoming. 


Despite the mayhem in the 
markets, there was still some op- 
timism that rates might fall to- 
day. Mr Isherood said: “On 
balance we still expect a rate cut 
. that would lead to some sort of 
rally.” Mr MacKinnon said: b I 
still think there’s an outside 
chance the Fed could cut." 

The dollar’s weakening on the 
foreign exchanges was not 
helped by a small er-than-ex- 
pected reduction in Japan's 
trade surplus in November- at 
$6-6bn, over $lbn more than the 
$5.4bn anticipated. 

Japan’s trade surplus 
dropped by almost a quarter in 
November compared with a 
year ago, with a particularly 
marked decline in the trade gap 
with the US; The dedine oc- 
curred mainfy because of rising 
imports of computers, aero- 
planes and semiconductors 
from Asia. 

Following the spectacular 42 
per cent fall in October the year 
before, the market expectation 
hadbeen for a bigger decline to 
$5.4bn. 

Imports in November rose by 
11 per cent from a year earlier 
to 528.8bn, while exports in- 
creased by 3 per cent to 
$35.4bn. Imports from Asia 
ran at SlO.Sbn, up 17 per cent. 







Kunick lifted annual pre-tax profits before exceptional items by ifi per cent to £8.3m despite inroads by lottery scratch cards, according to Russell 
Smith, chief executive (left), chairman dive Clague (centre) and John Jones, finance director, investment Column, page 20 Photograph: Jane Baker 

Oftel plans £100m phone access plan 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

Oftel, the telecommunications 
watchdog, has proposed a 
£100m nation-wide hind to en- 
sure access for everyone to the 
telephone network and a spe- 
cial low-cost deal for schools. 

The move appears to leapfrog 
BT’s agreement with the 
Labour party, announced hi 
October, that it would connect 
all schools for free in return for 
assurances that it will be able to 
deliver broadcast entertainment 


over the telephone wires. Under 
Oftel’s proposals - part of a 
wider consultative document 
on “universal services’’ - schools 
would also be entitled to a spec- 
ified level of service from BT or 
rival operators at an “affordable 
and predictable" price. 

Don Cmicksbank, director 
general of Oftel, said: “It does 
not need a deal between BT and 
the Government of the day. It 
is wrong in a market which is be- 
coming competitive to lapse 
back into a monopolistic mech- 
anism. This is the way to it." 


Geoff Hoon, Labour's shad- 
ow technology spokesman, said 
that Oftel 's plan is a welcome 
part of a wider debate on access 
for schools and universities lo 
the information superhighway. 

“We have an understanding 
with BT and that still stands. But 
the understanding is nothing 
new and not all that remarkable. 
The connection is after all the 
relatively easy part of the 
process - it isni an enormous ex- 
ercise to take a wire up a school 
drive and connect the school. 
What is important is what they 


do with the connection." BT 
however, accused the regulator 
of interfering. A spokesman 
said: “Our view is that until the 
market has failed. Mr Cruick- 
shanfc should not interfere." 
BT did welcome the broader 
thrust of yesterday's proposals, 
which set out a mechanism for 
all operators to fund - or car- 
ry out - the provision of basic 
services throughout the UK. 
even where it is uneconomic to 
do so. At present the responsi- 
bility for universal services lies 
largely with BT 


The plan, which could ulti- 
mately result in slightly higher 
bills for Ihe average customer, 
includes free selective call-bar- 
ring for people who who do not 
have a telephone for fear their 
bills would soar, it also envisages 
a service barring all but emer- 
gency or operator calls as an al- 
temalhe to disconnection 
customers for non-payment. 
Under Oftel's proposals, the 
cost of universal service would 
be met by a fund of up to£I00m 
annually, about 1 per cent of 
basic telephony revenues. 




Scots and Irish Overseas investment in UK fells 
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JOHN E1SEN HAMMER 

Financial Editor 

The Royal Bank of Scotland 
and Bank of Ireland announced 
the merger of their US com- 
munity retail banks into an op- 
eration with combined assets 
worth £93bn (S14bn). 

0 B ank of Ireland’s First Hold- 
ings Inc, which owns First New 
Hampshire Bank, is to be roiled 
into the bigger Citizens’ Fi- 
nancial Group of the Royal 
Bank of Scotland. 

The merger is the latest 
move in a surge of banking con- 
sotidations in the US as regional 
hanlrc seek cost advantages in 
size. 

The terms of the merger val- 
ue the enlarged New England 
operation, which will continue 
under the Citizens name, at 
S 1 ^5hn. It will create the third 
largest commercial bank hold- 
ing company in New E n gla n d 
with 222 branches, focusing on 
consumer banking and lending 
to small- and medium-sized 
businesses. . . 

“I think.it is a veiy good deal 

for both banks. It makes a lot 

of sense to get together m 
what is effectively the same 
banking market. I reckon you 

could get rid of 12 per cent of 

the combined bank's costs, the 

equivalent of 40 per cent of the 

Bank of New Hampshire s cost 
base, fust by centralising svt \ r ?~ 
thing," said Hugh Pye, analyst 

31 Royal Bank of Scotland will 
ffcoJd 765 percent of the en- 
larged operation- Bank of ire - 
land will receive stock 
representing 23-5 per cent of 
the merged entity valued at 
$435 m together with cash ano 
loan notes with an estimated 


value of $220m which includes 
$35m in respect of specified tax 
losses earned forward. It will 
also receive up to $26m de- 
ferred cash consideration if 
other tax losses are realised in 
the future and will retain own- 
ership of Bank Ireland First Fi- 
nancial, a small leasing 
subsidiary which has a book val- 
ue of S24iil Bank of Ireland will 
aisn no mina te two members to 
the board of Citizens and will 
be represented on board com- 
mittees. 

Citizens Financial Group re- 
ported pre-tax profit in the 
year to September of 5170m, 
and Bank of Ireland First Hold- 
ings profits of $32m in the six 
months to September. 

The gaming s of the enlarged 
bank will be substantially in- 
creased by synergy benefits, 
mainfy cost savings as the sup- 
port functions of Citizens and 
First Holdings are combined in 
areas such as head office and 
technology. Additional benefits 
will come from sharing product 
development, marketing ex- 
penditure and technology in- 
vestment. .... 

Mr Pye added; “I think there 

is a good chance of the com- 
bined bank increasing revenues 
by 5 per cent, getting pre-tax 
profits up by $S0m f which 
would add between 3 and 5 per 
cent to the earnings per share 
of both banks. Together the 
banks will enjoy a very strong 
market share, either to cany on 
with or to fell at a later stage." 

George Mathewson, . Royal 
Bank chief executive, said: 
“This is a good deal It wffl bring 
strategic and financial benefits 
to both of us. It will increase our. 
earnings per share without the 
need to add new capital." 


PAUL WALLACE 

British firms invested three 
times as much overseas in 1994 
as foreign companies invested 
in the UK There was a partic- 
ularly sharp fall in direct in- 
vestment into the UK from 
companies in North America. 

Tbtal investments overseas 
are calculated by the Central 
Statistical Office to have 
amounted to £18-5bn, £2bn 
more than its earlier estimate. 
Meanwhile, the CSO has re- 
vised down its estimate of in- 
ward investment by £500m to 
£6.1bn. 

The geographical breakdown 
for 1994, available for the first 
time, shows that the US con- 


tinues to be the country at- 
tracting the most investment 
from the UK. In 1994, it ac- 
counted for 28 per cent of total 
investment. The next largest re- 
cipient was the Netherlands, 
with 13 per cent, followed by 
Australia with 10 per cent. 

British companies stepped 
up their overseas investments in 
1994 by almost £2bn. But the big 
increase was to countries out- 
side the European Union and 
North America, where direct in- 
vestment by British companies 
almost doubled. The increase to 
Latin America was particularly 
marked. By contrast, invest- 
ment to the EU fell 10 per cent 
and to North America by 32 per 
cent. Inward investment fell 


over a third to £6.1bn, its low- 
est since 1986. In 1989 and 1990, 
it was running at three times 
that level. 

The geographical breakdown 
showed investment from North 
America plunging from £5.2bn 
in 1993 to £1.8bn. However, in- 
vestment from countries in the 
EU rose from £1.7bn to £33. bn. 

In the first half of 1995. 
British companies have again in- 
creased their investments over- 
seas, which are running at an 
annual rate of £23bn. 

However, there has been a re- 
covery in inward investment, 
which is running at an annual 
rate of £14bn. 

The importance of sustaining 
such a recovery is not in doubt. 


According to the DTI, 40 per 
cent of manufacturing exports 
come from forcign-owned en- 
terprises. Overseas companies 
account for 18 per cent of all 
manufacturing jobs and a third 
of net capital expenditure. 

The problem Britain faces is 
one of increasing competition. 
Other countries in the EU are 
making much mare active ef- 
forts lo attract inward invest- 
ment and the EU itself is 
facing competition from central 
and Eastern countries. 

According lo Regions of ihe 
New Europe, a study by Ernst & 
Young. 20 per cent of invest- 
ment in Europe is being di- 
rected to countries of the 
former Eastern bloc. 
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Airbus raided in $5m 
‘bribes’ investigation 


LX BRIEF 


A bribery scandal surrounding 
Airbus Industrie deepened yes- 
terday after German investiga- 
tors raided company offices 
and the homes of former di- 
rectors and associates, writes 
RnsseO Horten. 

The authorities are looking 
into alleged kkkbacks to top Ca- 
nadian politicians — including 
former prime minister Brian 
Mulrcmey - to secure the sale 
of Airbus A320 aircraft worth 
SIJSbn to Air Canada in 1988. 

One of the raids was said to 
have been on the home of Karl- 
heinz Schreiber - a former aide 
to Franz-Josef Strauss, the for- 
mer prime minister of Bavaria 
and Airbus supervisory board 
chairman, who died m 1988. 
Also targeted, according to 
German reports, .were offices of 
Thyssen Industries and a home 
owned by Holger Pfahls, a for- 
mer Defence Ministry official. 
. Airbus is a consortium which 
brings together British Aero- 


space and companies in France. 
Germany, Spain and Italy. It was 
unclear yesterday exactly why 
the bribery allegations should be 
emanating from Germany. A 
spokesman for Airbus said the 
claims were “totally unsub- 
stantiated". 

Mr Mulroney is already suing 
Canada's government and po- 
lice for linking him to the kick- 
back claims. Mr Schreiber also 
denied the allegations. Ger- 
man federal prosecutors believe 
Mr Schreiber paid Mr Mulroney 
and other Canadian politicians 
about 55m to secure the Airbus 
deal, according to reports. 

No charges have b^n filed in 
Germany, Canada or Switzer- 
land, where other reports said 
Mr Schreiber set up bank ac- 
counts for Frank Moores, for- 
mer premier of the Canadian 
province of Newfoundland, and 
a second unidentified Canadi- 
an politician. Mr Moores has 
denied any wrongdoing. 


Ovens chief collects $lm 

Berisford, the Magnet kitchens company, paid Sl.lm to Marion 
Antonini, chief executive of Welbilt - the US ovens maker - when 
it acquired the company in January. Mr Antonini received the 
payment even though he remains chief executive of the compa- 
ny which makes catering equipment. He was also paid £590,000 
last year, more than Bersiford’s chief executive Alan Bowk eft, 
who received £340,000. "He's American and he’s paid an Amer- 
ican rate for the job," the company said. 

RICS looks for upturn in housing market 

Activity in the housing market is expected to pick up in the New 
Year after a pause over Christmas, the Royal Institution of Char- 
tered Surveyors said yesterday. The institution’s three-month sur- 
vey to the end of November showed that three quarters of estate 
agents saw no change in house prices and 20 percent saw a fall. 

Sir Richard stays at M&S 

Sir Richard Greenbury is to remain chairman of Marks & Spencer 
for at least three years. But Sir Richard, 59, says he will step down 
by 2001 when he will be 65. There had been speculation that Sir 
Richard might become non-executive chairman. M&S would not 
comment yesterday on a possible successor. 

Banker to lead Gas talks 

British Gas has appointed Kenneth Gardener, a director of Char- 
terhouse Bank, to renegotiate its long-term contracts with North 
Sea producers which are forcing the company to buy more gas 
than it can sen at presenL . 



CHRONOMAT 

A» a turn? when inMnjmcnu. uneninfilv rope wilh Mach 2 flight daU. 
continued improvement* to the mechanical chronograph simply 
undenowc that there's mem.- to hmc than lechnok-py A movement's 
intricate beauty or a hand-polished cage's lustrous gleam do pul 
leduwlo»cal progress in a broader fwspectivc. 

Like the CMiimS'. the wittU X first but suivly not last supersonic transport. 
OnCMMAK draw lime and spaa- ever closer with aesthetic wccflciKr as 
well os outstanding tvdimcj] poriornunro. 


AVAILABLE FROM SELECTED JEWELLERS 
THROUGHOUT GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

FOR YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST TELEPHONE 0171 637 5167. 


BREITLING SA, PC. Box 1132 SWITZERLAND • 2540 GRENCHFN 
Tel.: 41 65 / 51 11 31. Fax- 43 65 / 53 10 09 


INSTRUMENTS FOR PROFESSIONALS 


n f? 






. . .1 ;r 


20 


INDEPENDENT • TUESDAY 1» DECNMPER IM. 


business 


THE investmen t colum n 

lifiiu-d !»■ To \i Sri; v knoin 


Cadbury’s chocolate-coated deal 


Cadbury Schweppes’s soft drinks di- 
vision has hogged the headlines for the 
company this year. January's £ l.lbn 
deal to buy the remainder of Dr Pep- 
per transformed the group's drinks 
interests and made Cadbury a credi- 
ble number three in the US market be- 
hind Coca-Cola and Pepsi 

But while the soft drinks market of- 
fers the more spectacular opportuni- 
ties, the confectionery division offers 
steady growth, too. Yesterday’s f 108m 
deal to buy the Canadian business, 
Neilson Cadbury, underlines the 
group's strategy to hoist itself up the 
worldwide confectionery league. The 
top places are held by NesiK, Mars and 
then Philip Morris which owns Jacob 
Su chard. Cadbury is in the tier below 
along with Hershey of the US. 

Cadbury may have a wish list of big 
targets such as Ferrero of Italy or Lindt 
of Switzerland. But if these prove elu- 
sive it can still put on muscle with a se- 
ries of smaller deals like this one in 
Canada. It is growing organically by in- 
vesting in younger markets such as Rus- 
sia, Poland and Argentina. 

Cadbury already has Canadian links 
through its Trebor division but with this 
deal it is buying back an old cast-off 
spruced up under different owners. 

Cadbury sold its Canadian interests 
to Neilson in 1987 but retained a roy- 
alty agreement. It bailed out then be- 
cause the market was ultra-competitive 
and the business was performing 
poorly. It is now buying back a bigger, 
stronger business that has Cadbury and 
Neilson product ranges and an im- 
proved manufacturing system with a 
lower cost base. 

There is solid logic to this deal. In 
June. Cadbury acquired Allan Candy, 
one of Canada’s biggest confectionery 
companies. With the NeQson business 
bolted on, Cadbury will be market 
leader in Canadian confectionery 
ahead of Nestld and Mars. The mar- 
ket is still competitive as last year’s 
profits of £5m on sales of £109m tes- 
tify. But there should be benefits from 
running the Allan Candy and Neilson 
businesses together. 

The deal adds to Cadbury 
Schweppes’s debt mountain which 
stood at £1.4bn at the half-year stage 
in September, giving gearing of 100 per 
cent Cadbury says it is using debt to 
pay for the deal, though a share plac- 
ing cannot be ruled out. 

Cadbury Schweppes shares have 
enjoyed strong growth this year rising 
by more than 50 per cent to 547p, up 
O^p yesterday. 


That growth has put the shares on 
a forward rating of over 16, a premium 
to the market. But with analysts fore- 
casting profits of £5 25m this year and 
£625 nest year the shares are a decent 
hold. 


Chiroscience 
in Medeva tie-up 


Shares in the “biotech babes” had done 
well this year even before British 
Biotech’s were seat soaring by last 
month's announcement of a potential 
breakthrough in the treatment of can- 
cer. Chiroscience, a leader in so-called 
chiral chemistry, is no exception, but 
the roller-coaster nature of the sector 
was we 11- illustrated by yesterday's an- 
nouncement of a co-development deal 
with Medeva. Having more than tripled 
from around lOOp this year, the shares 
fell back 25p to 339p on the news. 

The market did not have very much 
to go on, as neither company would 
even reveal which drug was involved 
or which side it belonged to. But the 
rationale behind the fall in the shares 
was presumably that Chiroscience is 


about to give something away by let- 
ting Medeva in on the act 

That looks wide of the mark. Yes- 
terday’s deal is most likely to relate to 
methylphemdate, Medeva's contro- 
versial treatment for hyperactivity in 
children, known as "attention deficit 
disorder” in the US. Facing the 
prospect of competition in 1997 from 
Johnson Matthey, which is developing 
a rival generic veraion of the drug. 
Medeva is no doubt looking to add 
some bells and whistles to its product, 
which is presumably where Chiro- 
sd ence’s chiral speciality comes in. 

This branch of chemistry studies the 
ability to isolate isomers of existing 


j less prone to causing side-effects. 
Applying that science to me thy 1- 
phenidate could allow Medeva to 
dean up in what could be a£22Dm mar- 
ket in the US- A 10 per cent royalty on 
those sales would net Chiroscience po- 
tentially £20nn Even if the new drug 
is no more than a line extension of the 
existing drug, it could pull in more roy- 
alties than Chirosdeoce’s entire £1.71rn 
turnover for last year. 

There should be plenty of further 
news flow to keep investors happy in 
the new year. D3967, a treatment for 


Cadbury Schweppes: at a glance 
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breast cancer, goes into dinical trials 
in February, when there should also be 
further details of the Medeva deal But, 
“burning” cash at the rate of £l.lm a 
month, Chiroscience wiD need to raise 
more money soon as its cash balances 
last August were only £2lm. Given 
Yamakm's net asset value estimate of 
520p a share, the company should have 
Httle difficulty raising the cadi, but the 
shares remain speculative. 


Kunick a good 
recovery bet 

Kunick yesterday laid to rest the joke 
that the lOp tokens paid out of its BeQ 
JFruit g*mmg machines were a more 
valuable currency than the company’s 
shares. Sent reefing by the recession, 
Kunick is now one of the least risky re- 
covery plays in the leisure sector. 

Profits before tax for the year to 30 
September, announced yesterday, grew 
from £7.1m to £8Jm- a stark contrast 
to the river of red mk that flowed from 
the accounts three years ago. Despite 
the co ntinuing impact of the National 
Lottery, further, solid growth is on the 
cards this year, with deregulation al- 
lowing fruit machines into betting 
shops. If everything goes to plan there 
will upwards of 12^000 fruit machines 
in bookies this time next year. 

If Kunick can lay daim to 25 per cent 
of that market, through deals with the 
likes of Ladbroke, the rewards will be 
handsome. Analysts reckon 3,000 ma- 
chines could equate to £lm a year of 
profits. 

On top of gaming, Kunick ha*? 
another nice little earner in the form 
of a 50 per cent share in Fmagest, the 
nursing homes business winch could be 
floated off as early as 1997. With luck 
that win make up for a sharp downturn 
in consumer spending in France which 
has hit that country’s operations hard 

AH told, the existing businesses, a 
joint venture with Allied Domecq to 
develop 20,000 sq ft leisure compares 
and a move into the management of 
local authority leisure foafiues should 
see group taxable profits climb to 
£10.5m this year. 

The shares have soared 70 per cent 
this year to almost 24p, but still look 
to have a way to run. Prospective earn- 
ings per share of L67p gras a pfe of 142, 
and a dividend of 0.7p to follow this 
year’s 0.6p gives a gross yield of 3.7 per 
cent. Good value. 
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Cloakroom-and-dagger 

saga raises few cheers 


Seasonal shenanigans at the 
Thai restaurant in Queen 
Victoria street have present- 
ed the mighty Citibank with 
something of a PR problem. 
Fuelled by a surfeit of 
Christmas cheer, three bank. 

derail^ Se^gents^doak- 
room and removed three 
coats belonging to other din- 
ers (it probably seemed hys- 
terically funny at the time). 
Unfortunately, the mantles 
belonged to three Financial 
Tbnes scribes who were let- 
ting their hair down at the 
City Desk Christmas party at 
the time. They were not in 
the least amused to find their 

rin thrng migang. 

Neither were the bankers 
amused when they discov- 
ered die identity of the own- 
ers. The coats were quickly 
returned with the traditional 
peace offering of a bottle of 
champagne. 

The pranksters may not be 
out of the woods yet One 
hack reports his gloves are 
still Tniskmg ; another says his 
gas bill has been opened. 

The smart move would have 
been to pay it 

A flick through the Forte 
share register reveals the 
venerable Lord Forte to hold 
1.5 per cent of the company 
he founded. By coincidence 
that is exactly the amount 
pledged to the Granada ma- 
rauders at the close of play 
last Friday - the first bid. 
deadline. No ... surely not? 

Here Is the first in our pre- 
Christinas week series of 
great executives and their 
bon mats. Alicia Bishop, an 
lS-year-old pupil at Heath- 
field school m Ascot, has 
written to Britain’s captains 
of industry to ask them what 
advice they would give to an 
18-year-old school-leaver. A 
booklet, compiled by ECI - 
Ventures, has preserved the 
collective genius for posteri- 
ty. Today we feature Sir 
Christopher Harding, chair- 
man of BET with a ditty en- 


The telephone rings. It is Gwendoline Lamb (above), the 
world’s unhickkst investor (so you know it to be a serious 
matter). The MMdlesborougb Mistral calls to remind us that 
flils is her 14th Christmas on sardines since her flagship in- 
vestment vehicle, the Savings & Investment Bank, went brily- 
np on the Isle of Man. As even the focus of her formidable ire 
is Coopers & Lybrand, the liquidators of the crashed bank, 
which she is still sitting on £L8n of Investors' money. 

**I am stSD in the same position and Michael Jordan (the 
then senior partner of the Coopers insolvency arm] retired a 
year ago,” die bellows. 

Neither has the news that the liquidators are selling land in 
Portugal gone down well in the Iamb household. “They are 
out there enjoying themselves at my expense,” she roars. 


titled, A short course in hu- 
man relations. 

The six most important 
words: *T admit I made a 
mistake.” 

The five most important 
words: “You did a good job.” 
The four most important 
words: “What is your opin- 
ion?" 

The three most important 
words: “If you please." 

The two most important 
words: “Thank you." 

The least important word: -• 
“L" 

Brings a tear to the eye, 
doesn't it? 

Midland Bank finds itself in 
possession of 25,000 tickets 
tor next summer’s European 
football championships and 
ofibrs them exclusively to its 


credit-card customers. Cred- 
it-card points will count to- 
wards the cost of the tickets, 
but at a rate of £1,000 for 
every £5 off a tiekel. To get 
the best seats you will need 
to spend £27,500. Start sav- 
ing now for France 1998. 

The hut miiphtiw chatters. It 
is a missive from Another 
Place. Lord Young of 
Graffbam. the former Cable 
Sc Wireless chairman and 
Thatcher minister, has been 
reading reports of his social 
life in this column. 

“Yes, you did spot me enjoy- 
ing Tosca at the Royal Opera 
House with the obligatory fe- 
male companion," he faxes. 
“We will e^joy our Ruby 
wedding anniversary next 
March - Yours, Young." 
: 


Takeover rumours 
sour the big Apple 


DAVID US BORNE 

New York 

Speculation over the future of 
Apple and its embattled boss 
Michael Spindler is rife once 
more after gloomy warnings 
from the company that, it may 
be facing an unprecedented 
loss in the quarter ending 31 
December. 

The forecast has reinforced 
the belief of analysts that Ap- 
ple may soon be forced to seek 
a buyer to survive and that Mr 
Spindler’s bumpy five-year 
tenure as chief executive may 
soon be terminated. 

Meanwhile Mr Spindler has 
hinted that he may enact a sav- 
age job-cutting programme in 
attempt to revive Apple, with 
some analysts predicting that as 
many as 1.300 positions, or 7.4 
per cent of the workforce, may 
be slashed. 

Mr Spindler said the com- 
pany, which has around 10 per 


cent of the US market, was 
reviewing all of its operations 
and “will take appropriate ac- 
tions to address the challenges”. 

Apple has never before made 
a loss in its first fiscal quarter, 
which includes the pre-Christ- 
mas retail period when com- 
puter sales should be at their 
most robust In August, the 
company initiated price cuts of 
up to 40 per cent in a risky bid 
to build rales and market share. 

As Apple's fortunes deterio- 
rate, ana the price of its shares 
dips, so anticipation of a buy- 
out is heightened. By the same 
token, however, the takeover 
buzz is protecting Apple shares 
against any sudden free-fall. 

There have been rumours for 
months about a takeover of the 
company, with the most likely 
suitors ranging from IBM, 
which collaborated with Apple 
on developing the PowerPC 
computer chip, to Grade, Sony 
of Japan and Motorola. . 
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From growth pause to recession 


r Ttie markets yesterday were 
J. glum about the US budget 
paralysis, but maybe they should 
have been glum about some- 
thing else. One of the best 
questions to ask if you want to 
peer ahead into the economic 
future is always: what is the sur- 
prise? What is the thing which 
we ought to have spotted at least 
as a possibility, but which hard- 
ly anyone has yet noticed? 

I have a candidate. It is that 
the pause in US growth which 
is dearly taking place at the mo- 
ment might turn into something 
worse, maybe even a recession. 

7b explain. Look around the 
world and there are dear signs 
almost everywhere of slowing 
growth. Only yesterday the Ger- 
man government warned of 
slower growth there. Last week 
Kenneth Clarke acknowledged 
thatUKgrowth this year would 
be below the figure in the bud- 
get forecast a couple of weeks 
earlier. Japan continues without 
any real recovery at all. And 
while growth in France has 
been creeping upwards, latest 
estimates are being downgrad- 



ECONOMIC VIEW 

HAMISH McRAE 


awareness of the danger of 
recession was a paper by Lacy 
Hunt, the chief US economist 
at HSBC Markets. The HSBC 
thesis is that the various mea- 
sures of economic activity have 
all been falling on ayear-oo-year 
basis for upwards of 12 months. 
They are not yet negative and 
may not become so. But this sort 
of downgrading has in the past 
been followed either by a 
growth recession or by full- 
blown recession. 

The baseline prediction is 


by the time the figures are pub- 
lished the view has become 
mainstream. There is some. 
For example, when the bank's 
team has been visiting US 
clients in the last few days, they 
find that their own perception 
of a marked slowdown b echoed 
the senior executives to 
i they are making thejrpre- 
senration. 

The key question, though, is 
not so much how marked the 
slowdown in the next six 
months, but rather the capad- 


It will, as usual in the US, be up to the 
consumer to pull the economy along 


But there is a big difference 
between slower growth, even the 
very slow growth dubbed in the 
US as a “growth recession”, and 
none at alL For most people, 
that is not yet on the screen. If, 
however, there is to be anoth- 
er world-wide recession - and 
some day there will inevitably 
be one - then the most likely 
place for it to start would be the 
US, simply because the US is 
furthest along the cyclical path. 

It has had the lowest period of 
expansion, having been growing 
steadily for about five years. 

What triggered nay own 


for the growth recession, but this 
depends on the Federal Reserve 
continuing to ease monetary 
policy. HSBC have factored in 
a lull percentage point in in- 
terest rates during me course of 
the next year. The risk of a full 
recession as severe as that of 
199Q/91 is put at 35 per cent. 

Thai would be higher than al- 
most all other US forecasters; 
the mainline view is very much 
that while there will be slower 
growth, maybe less than 2 per 
cent, there is little danger of a 
worse outcome than that. 

When you get a view on the 
extreme end of the range you 
look for corroborating evidence. 
It has to be anecdotal because 


ty of the US economy to stage 
a rebound in the second half of 
next year. What might support 
such a rebound? It won’t be 
public spending, for there are 
tax rises in the pipeline and the 
budget impasse, however it is re- 
solved, will surely lead to greater 
tightening of fiscal policy. 
Meanwhile the budget problem 

remains unresolved, which may 
delay any interest rate cuts the 
Fed would like to bring in. 

If not public spending, what 
about exports? On a ten year 
view US export performance has 
been impressive, but the export 
sector is still too small to make 
a make a material impact on the 
growth of the economy as a 


whole, even if the two main US 
markets, Canada and Mexico, 
were performing strongly, which 
they are not. 

No, it will, as usual in the US, 
be up to the consumer to pull 
the economy along, and here the 
Fed’s actions wfll be crucial 
Consumers have to be pre- 
pared to carry on piling up 
debt, and the Fed has to cut 
rates to reduce the burden of die 
debt they have already accu- 
mulated. If it does not do so. or 
if (in the absence of a budget 
deal) rates were to rise, reces- 
sion would be virtually guaran- 
teed 

Conclusion? It is always use- 
ful to have the extreme view set 
out in a logical manner, if only 
because that gives one a point 
of reference from which to dis- 
agree. Up to now most of us 
here in Britain have been much 
more wemed about the dangers 
of a slowdown across Conti- 
nental Europe than of one in the 
US. As a working assumption 
we should at least not take the 
US economyfor granted, and be 
aware that the danger of a new 
world recession starting there is 
at least as great as one starting 
in Europe. 

I do not think at this stage 
there is enough evidence to go 
much beyond that Slow growth, 
between 1 and 2 per cent, is 
more likely than no growth. But 
no-one should expect the US to 
give much help to the world 
economy during the next few 
months. It is no longer the lo- 
comotive. Finally, in so far as the 
recent headyperformance of the 

US stock market depends on 
reasonable continued growth in 
the economy, expect at best a 
pause there too. 
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Ivory & Sime 'rebuilding foundations’ 

Ivory & Sime, the Edinburgh-based fond manager, said it expected 
full-year profits to be broadly similar to last year. The company 
said it was rebuilding solid foundations that augured well for the 
future. It saw funds under management rise 19 per cent to £3.7bn 
in the six months to April. The figure included an extra £339m 
from the acquisition of Gan Asset Management and Baroosmead 
Group. Despite the additional funds, pre-tax profits fell from £3. Im 
to £2i?5m, although the dividend is raised from 125p to 2J5p. 

Pressure on Crest margins eases 

Crest Packaging said pressures on margins were casing with the 
stabilisation of raw material prices. Trading conditions remain 
tough, but the company is looking forward with increasing con- 
fidence. Pre-tax profits fell from £1 J8m to £1.07m in the 26 weeks 
to 28 October, but the interim dividend is held at 1 J75p. 

Black & Edgington rights issue 

Black & Edgington, the former tent hire and tamp ing equipment 
group, has written to shareholders explaining its plans to con- 
vert into a pharmaceuticals company. To be renamed SkvePhar- 
ma. Black wfll pay between £12m and £27m for Krypton, a 
Gibraltar-based drug development firm. The" deal wfll be part- 
financed by a one-for-four rights issue at 4p to raise £9Jm. 

Perkins nets £llm from shellfish sales 

Pbridns Foods announced a £10.9m deal to sell its UK shellfish 
businesses to The Seafood Company, a venture backed by Phii- 
drew Ventures. The two subsidiaries. Anchor Seafoods arid The 
Cromer Crab Company, import and process frozen and chilled 
shellfish. The equity is being sold for £6. 7m, with the balance of 
the deal relating to debt. 

Confident Brasway doubles profits ^ 

Brasway, the hydraulic hose maker to industrial oils blender, has 
seen a recent slowing of orders in its main Europower business. 
However, it sa ys the underlying outlook and order book around 
the world remains good. It unveiled a more than doubling in pre- 
w £ 1.05m in the year to 25 October, from £505.000 
before. The interim dividend rises 17 per cent to 0 -28p. 

Century Inns trades today 

Shares in Century Inns start trading on the stock market today 
some 10 months later than scheduled. Just over 20 million shares 
were placed at I20p last week, valuing the biggest independent 
pub trader m the north oF England at £47.4m. 
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No sign of the festive spirit as Footsie takes a dive 
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TJe festive spirit was sadly 
absent from the slock market 
with the FT-SE 100 index 
washing 4 (kS points to 3 , 596 . 1 , 

The fall, the steepest since 
October, was largely on the 
back of New York where, in 
scenes of utter confusion, 
computer problems delayed 
the opening for an hour and 
the Dow Jones Average was 
once almost 90 points lower. 

New York's basic anxiety 
was fuelled by the Budget 
stand-off which is seen as rul- 
ing out any further interest rate 
cuts for the time being. 

. The latest decline puts in 
jeopardy the traditional 
Christmas rally. In recent 
years the Footsie has scored 
spectacular progress in the 
run up to Christmas with 
prices surging ahead in thin 
trading. 

The veiy paucity of trading 
created much of the cheer. It 
took little action to produce 
exaggerated price movements 


with, for example. Footsie 
jumping more than 100 points 
ahead of Christmas last year. 

Although blue chips edged 
ahead for the first four days of 
last week they gave up much 
of their gains on Friday and 
yesterday's decline means 
Footsie has fallen 755 points 
in two trading days. 

Even last week's high flying 
lake over favourites came 
down to earth with a thump. 
Royal Bank of Scotland, which 
duty lined up its US deal with 
Bank of Ireland, lost 23 p to 
585 p and Bank of Scotland 22 p 
to 284 _ 5 p. National Westmin- 
ster Bank, with its US dispos- 
al expected to be announced 
this week, gave up 23 - 5 p to 
629 J P . 

_ Other financials were also 
hit, with the once bid-happy in- 
surance shares giving ground. 
GRE fell 10 . 5 p to 25 9 p. 

Airtours, the holiday group 
which last week produced 
profits in line with market 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stork market reporter 
of the year 


forecasts - and is now warn- 
ing of a holiday shortage next 
year - gained 1 3 p to 352 p but 
First Choice, due to report to- 
day, stuck at 64 p as Lhc mar- 
ket braced itself for a dismal 
showing. 

Ladbroke was one where 
takeover rumours stuck. But 
even the betting and hotel 
group needed a new name in 
the frame to remain on the 
right side. The shares cantered 
3 . 5 p to 153 . 5 p as Whitbread 
replaced Bass - the long ru- 
moured bidder - as the front 
runner. 

The story could draw sup- 
port from Whitbread's hotel 
ambitions. In August the brew- 
ing group splashed out £ 180 m 


on the 16 Marrion hotels in the 
UK. Ladbroke s internation- 
al spread of Hilton hotels 
would be a welcome addition 
to the Whitbread chain - but 
il could find it difficult to rec- 
oncile the Marriott and Hilton 
managements. 

Bookie Gns Carter rose 3 p 
to 58 p. It said that it had held 
talks with rivals SLanley 
Leisure and others but “no 
firm intention - to bid had 
been made. 

Nest, the retailer, ignored 
the gloom, gaining 17 p to 
468 p. The interest rate outlook 
and reports of improved high 
street trading in the Christmas 
run up helped. But the old sto- 
ry of a link with Great Uni- 


versal Stores is never far be- 
low the surface. GUS put on 
-Ip to 673 p. 

The bio babes had, not sur- 
prisingly. a difficult session but 
British' Biotech jumped I 12 p 
to 1 . 720 p. Chiroscience, duly 
confirming its pacL with the 
drugs group, Medeva. fell 25 p 
to 339 p. 

SelecTV, ahead of the ex- 
pected Pearson bid, gained 2 p 
to 30 p but Amec, awaiting the 
result of the Norwegian offer, 
gave up 3 p to 93 p. ~ 

Cray Electronic tumbled 
6 . 5 p to 40 . 5 p after further 
consideration of last week’s re- 
sults and high flyer Telspec lost 
44 p to 842 p as profit-takers 
moved in. 

Norcros, the building ma- 
terials group, gained 4 p to 84 p. 
The hard pressed group is 
thought to be on the verge of 
selling its packaging and prim- 
ing side. 

Yieninn. Lhe latest AIM re- 
cruit, reached 135 p against a 


lOOp placing. The company 
has developed the technology 
which allows television sets and 
telephone lines to act as in- 
formation and communica- 
tion terminals. 

Tele-Cine Cell, providing 
production and special effects 
facilities, tumbled 26 p to 72 p 
afle r warning of lower profits. 
The shares were floated two 
years ago at 17 Qp. 

English National, an in- 
vestment company, edged for- 
ward lp to 46 p. The shares 
have climbed from 34 p this 
month. The trust is under new 
management and there is talk 
of some intriguing overseas 
involvement. Il is suggested 
that Joseph Lewis, the Ba- 
hamas-based investor who has 
built a 25 32 per cent share- 
holding in auctioneer Christies 
International, has taken a 
stake. 

Sims Foods, up 2 p at 35 p. 
reflected hopes of a hid from 
the Whitchurch food group. 


□ Blagg, the builders 
merchant expected to evolve 
as a media group, could be 
near to completing its first 
deal since the arrival of Chris 
Akers - a former corporate 
financier at Swiss Bank 
Corporation. It is thought 
that the tong-running talks to 
acquire FreePages, a rival to 
BTs Talking Pages, have at 
last reached a conclusion and 
details will be known this 
week. Blagg’s shares are 
likely to be suspended while 
the deal goes through. They 
closed at 16 p. 

□ Ingham, which once had 
ambitious to become a mini- 
conglomerate, now sees its 
future as an investment trust 
with an injection planned at 
36 p a share. It is in talks to 
sell its worsted spinning side 
and will presumably also 
dispose of its car parts and 
property operations. The 
shares are 37 p. 
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Dun woody on a high 
back from the edge 


Jtwas horsemanship that would 
a PE rBe “tod from 
the Calgary stampede to Ar- 
gentina's polo fields and the 
Co^ack plains of old Russia: 

When Richard Dun woody 
forced Ungraded Missile's 
lollmg head in front cm the line 
at Ascot on Saturday it com- 
pleted a ride thatwas a triumph 
for all that- the .jockey had 
learned in hisvears in the sad- 
dle. It was also victory for the 
renaissance Dunwoody, who 
has locked away the stern fig- 
ure of old for a more joyous ex- 
istence. 

Balance has long been the Ul- 
sterman’s greatest ally, and he 
employed this to maximum ef- 
fect on Saturday when Un- 
graded Missile negotiated the 
last open ditch as tanks used to 
take on hedges in northern 
France! Dunwoody maint^wn * d 
the partnership before achiev- 
ing the greatest escape since our 
chaps started depositing earth 
down the inside of their 
trousers. 

"Someone said Td lost an 
iron, but I hadn’t, otherwise Td 
have fallen off” he recalled. 
“What happened was that the 
saddle slipped quite badly and 
if it had . stayed where it was, 
down on one side, I would 
have pulled up. But I was go- 
ing so well that I was able to 
spend a few strides wing my ■ 
body weight to get it back into 
place, but I only got it back to 
a certain extent." 

Dunwoody was, therefore 
hampered overthenext two ob- 
stacles by a stuffing seat and at 
the last by a mistake from his 
partner, who slipped and adopt- 
ed file posture of a burrowing 
rodent Yet he stffl got back up 


Richard Edmondson finds a growing 
contentment in the champion jockey 


to win. “All credit to the horse." found, for the 
he raid, yet all the jockey cred- sporting life, 1 
its this season have been flow- immediate ur 
mg the way of Thomas Richard meat out and i 
Dunwoody MBE. co mp etition. 

It seems odd to relate that Dunwoody 
nearly 12 months ago he was al- the schedule, i 
most lost to National Hunt rac- and, mast sta«^ 
ing. The self-absorption it lakes linquish the 
to become a champion jockey Pipe’s stable ric 
had taken Dunwoody to the virtually handc 

edge of the 

ravine. His body 

was moaning I could get up 

from the con- ° ~ 

stant wasting, his tO a jOUlTialiSt'S 
marriage was in J 

fisas/s ^ q uick| y- 

he was no cherub AS it iS nOW, the 
in this relation- 

, bootman told 

word retirement 

came flickering me I d DUt Oil 
into his head. • r 

■.V$ an inch round 

knuckles of the 


found, for the first time in his 
sporting life, that there was no 
immediate urge to get equip- 
ment out and ready himse lf for 
competition. 

Dunwoody decided to trim 
the schedule, expand his waist 
and, mast staggeringly of all. re- 
linquish the post as Martin 
Pipe's stable rider, a job that was 
virtually handcuffed to the jock- 

' eys’ champi- 

„ onship. “I'd 

get UP bad it in the 

° r. back of my 

TialiSt S mind for a 

. few years to 

lUICkly. stick up the 

weight and 
IOW f the ride more 

, , when it suit- 

1 tOld ed," he said. 

. “It just came 

Ut OP! round sooner 

than Td an- 

round trapated. 

“The one 


sport’s competi- my calf muscles' factor this 


trye element was 
squeezing the life 
out of Dunwoody was exem- 
plified oik January day this year 
at Uttoxeter, where he ran 
Luke Harvey, a pal of his, off 
the back. There followed a 30- 
day suspension and the stir ring 
of unused cogs in Dunwoody’s 
mind. 

The Irish trainer Bany Kel- 
ly, a good friend, had just died 
in a. road accident and Dim- 
woody immersed himself in 
traveC riding work for. Paddy 

Rnrflrin in Tt nhwi . and g nmg ulri- 

ing. When be put the key in the 
lode on his return home he 


year that 

helps is that 
I’m not rushing around every 
day. You can’t expect to be at 
your best if you're doing it day 
in day out, wasting and getting 
falls. How could yon physical- 
ly be at your best in that situa- 
tion? lb be champion jockey 
you can't ride like I am. 

“I could get up to a journal- 
ist's weight very quickly and, as 
it is now. the bootman told me 
Fd put on an extra inch round 
my calf muscles when he was 
measuring me up for this year." 

The result of the new regime 
has been staggering. While 


Dunwoody is not going to win 
a fourth championship this sea- 
son he has become the man to 
follow blindly in the neon 
events. If the 1)898 or hopeful 
envelope brigades need a sys- 
tem to advocate it should be to 
follow Dunwoody’s Saturday 
special. Before this weekend be 
had recorded memorable suc- 
cesses on the Irish-trained 
Sound Man and Merry Gale. 

His decision to return more 
regularly to his homeland has 
coincided with an era when 
the leaves are returning to a 
once near-barren tree of the 
sport over the water. “I like hav- 
ing winners in Ireland and there 
are decent horses these days," 
he said. “There are as many 
owners over there now in search 
of a top-class horse as in Eng- 
land, if not more. The Irish 
scene on the whole is pretty 
healthy." 

Hie impact of these winning 
moments is also evident. In 
days before, Dunwoody fin- 
ished a job, even a winning one. 
with the look of a drained com- 
muter propped up by fellow 
travellers in a tube train. Now 
each victorious ride appears to 
be greeted with a grateful slap 
to his conveyance and an ex- 
pansive smile which shows the 
damage his trade has done. He 
looks like Dracula in a blood 
bank. 

The jockey is too proud a 
man to concede that this new- 
found sanguine approach has 
improved bis riding but there 
are busloads around to dis- 
agree with him. At the age of 31. 
and finally at peace with him- 
self many believe Richard Dun- 
woody is in the best form of his 
life. 



At ease rider: Dunwoody has thrived at a slower pace 


Photograph: Ed Byrne 


Dobbin rides Man Montelado leads discharged Williamson boost 


Gordon Richards has scotched 
speculation that Richard Dun- 
woody will rqriace ~ stable 
jockey, Tbiry -Dobbin, aboard 
One Man in the King George. 
VI Chase at Kemp ton on Box- 


Dobbin retained to action at 
Catterickon Friday after 24 days 
off with a dislocated-shouldov 
torn' ligaments' and a , broken 
bone in Iris left thumb: He was 
on the sidelines when -Maris'- 
Dwyer partnered One Man to 


month, butyesterday Richards 
gave Dobbin his fiillbackmg. 

'Tboyisfinearfoisiidingat 
Edinburgh today, and as long as 
he & 100 per cent fit he wiU ride 
One Man,” he raid. “I have al- 
ways admired Richard and I 
have always iised him. He has 
ridden forme for years and can 
ride for m&mxy time, bra I have 
always admired Ron Bany and 
Jonjo CTNeflL' too, and they 
wool be getting the ride either." 


Dates when the leading Cbam- 

E ion Hurdle contenders can 
^discharged from the casual- 
ty wards are becoming dearer 
and it seems that Mantel ado will 
be the first one back on track 
when he runs in the Christmas 
Hurdle at Kempton next week. 

Richard Dunwoody, who had 
• been booked to ride Montelado 
at Ruiyhoiise this month, when 
the talented but injury-plagued 
home was pulled out because of 
a cold, will be in the plate. 


Rat Flynn, Mootelado’s train- 
er, said: “Montelado is fine 
now and I am looking forward 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Tony's Mst 
(Southwell 1A5) 

NB: Airtrak 

(Southwell 2JL5) 

to taking him to Kempton. It 
could be a hot race bnt we won’t 
shy away from anything." 


• HYPERION- . ■ . 

12L45 ARCTIC LFE (nap) Z15 FIxturessecretary 

145 Celtic SOver 2.45 Dear Do 

3_45 Tfrny^s Mist - 345 Exemplar 

GOING: Good (Good to FVm In pbcee). 

■ Lell-hand sharp, oval course. 

■ Course teTfan SE of town rad 5m W oT Newark in BoUeston. RaUesan Junction aa- 
Uon «8oh» the dmrac- ADMISSION: ChiSJ 2; TtaemBsSG (QAP manta* c4 course's 
Diamond dub £4, accompanied under- 1 6s free). CAE PARK: ifree- 


■ LEADING nuiKESS WHS BCNNEB8: W Clay — 38 wtanera from 136 runners 

a MKoe» rnlla of J 9. 1 W and a prolluo ■ £ 1 keel swte erf £4347; It BoDliWhend 
— .23 winners, 100 nnroa, 22.1%. -fra 1.03; JL Harris — ££ winner*, 139 runners, 
15.8%. ^41837; M Pip*— 17 winners, 73 rarmers. 33-3*, -£29,63. 

BUADINO JOCKEYS: S Wynne— 19 wtnneta, 107 rides, 17a% -£57a0; AUngntre 
— 18 winnas, 70 rides, 36.7%, +S.0.0&; E Dunwoody — 16 winners, 50 rides, 30%, 
-54-16; P Niven-- 15 winners, US rides, 26.4%, -S3-20. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS; None. 

LONO-DESTANGB RUNNERS: Lord Chmrs (I -45) has been sou 187 mfles brTUc- 
IkiwrnlhnnI^w»ESns«a:B&iri!^Pliwr(L46)Be«184ndle8lyJLe«r8Cri»mHunii»- 
tan Green. ESusse* Cbabwt (!.!£> * SeibretBaetaraw RL45J sett J7P miles tyP NJchofls 
from Divfreai, So meewi. 

MO A C l WATERLOO •NAHOWU. HUNT NOVKE HURDLE (CLASS 
■LZ.**0 ^ £2LBPQ added 2m Penalty Vatae £2485 

1 01 BB0»COIUlWP0)W9WoimS^US4^6W13 ^Badar 

2 2200K HtaKLKZ 1 ftm<}teTfA&*W)ieMn;GlD 12 JOttoraa 

4 5580 CWTDf HMC QO) (W ® NMoqjWJ 1801511) 12 — : : BP»B 

5 - 0-3226 PGBHSUSBMrtlSSRPOineefU WHa0i4 1012 

6 056 X»KDWTEnOT(a«atelu#ima^J«lBWi51012 ; -BMon 

7 5-400 UNCIE BERT (22) (flJoc TlfciartrWV Me M McCouH 5 10 12 ^ EMcCo wt 

a CAHT-J PHJ IF S Jacteait Fladaon 4 10 7 GBo^qp) 

BQTWG: 7-4 Aretic l£fl% M Brand Ootfoofe, 64 Pafna Baft 6-1 Catty Haac 7-1 Uoda Bart; 
U-lCariMM-i" 8 *" 

iaB4:no t U Hap ond ng i n aang 

ARCTIC IffE had shown promise pnortoNs lO-lengJi success ai_i iTowcesie r now» hsnd- 
w awB 8>ond Oudootehad achwed wry Hfla Mfawher 9 0-lnk i d to tt. Anc- 
^Trfd-S wn is nor «««»«, as J» bam any pass and w» ku»st a downtenghs 
IeeK in lourUi behind ismeno on a rerun visit U> Towcasar, but thm was aBener raoe, as 
SfTOtemol hs wrn. compared wdh Broad Ouflook-s. The oBw^ihhg Bihat An>. 

penaftyasta^n a raeatorcondwxKiiachBje. Uacta Bart sorted the 
ftnrti behW usefii Nant Feat in a Sandown&nwand** 
Altaic me. wha r^wrthafa*. rrom pron^ient rote 

to Cod Runner at Worcester last moron on Jw *;£**** *** 
S LAm M. B«t stodd come on to die npenanca 

rxe Poetsus Bay had plenty oi experience m bimpera before fintshni 

! Wdh4rfl2dehmdC^SweeplnBd«^n«Mhwdte«P^npi^l^l^iei^ 
’ he w« hTWW iw me tw% a remark » ^ appBas M CaUft 

; bwnpftS at Natineham teMscason. sioetto* ARCTIC UFE. 

r=-^rcl TRAF9UL6AR NOVICE HANDfCAP CHA^ (OASS f) £AflO0 
added 2m 4fUJpytte Penalty Value £2^4S 

' Z7IZ THCKsnzeznMVtaniunNiM^aSrtO — a f R yan® 

S ^ 

t sr 


him* rrrai i»d jumped poorv and d»^0^»M 

ISTJST ^ta^IidSre would t» and was a Wed hOfBe when puled up h>^ a twi- 
f" dme»S. wtile he wfl be more oha fame on tWa beoar 90und, 

has sat » «k*h saope and^ can mate goodi an of 
»me mto 1W own ^ Vte season and jumped so well m 

iS^rTr^-m f W MWiiw p°°d loiind at hanpire whan ha made al at 
Win the proefiSS of BMnga repeat perfcr- 

2555?^^SS m iSSm w a™- ***** a 


BETIWG: M TogA 3J. Lad Bmianf MIW* Gtan, 64. WagCfo, 7-1 Uarta flay, 14-1 
Dream Start 16-1 dBbs 

FORM GUIDE 

Master Blau drops hack to wo rules attar tai&ng to get home when a acU-twatan dwd to 
Edward Seynvxr m Letenster (2m 4T UOyds) 19 dty* agp. tt may be that he as on the way 
back to form, but TONY'S MST is rumng as wel as he can at present and bote to nsw 
found tha opportuitiy « last He csrtatoiy gare oreutous winner Stac-Polaldn a 6care 
■n a ludtaw ctaimar eaiftar n tha month and Friday's third to ErMne at Hereford was n a 
better selar than fob. lard Oanvani was no match for Head For Heaven and Ctowater 
lady at Fbntwal last time but winner and second are decern platers in companson to most 
of Today's mob. He was a Fbmwetl winner in October and shoUd not be too tar away. W- 
bmPo was beaten a long way Horn home at Leicester last ume and Timely Example holds 
a much better Stance on his head second » Bmlaooon tn a Hereford saner bach m Aprs. 
SetectioK TONVS MIST. 

lo icl HASTINGS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4^)00 added 3m 
110yds Penalty value £3^54 

1 0&3T51 AIRTRWT 09) {D| P®a» L»fi N Fterd,3-aT 6 11 6 HAKO&GM 

2 3 DMKEYHKDMY P01 (Hacng CU NX) K Baby 6 11 0 I Osborne 

3 2PH22-6 raCTORTHi (PrenWi Crepa Lgreed) M bs H K rtjJiT 7 110 IFTttoy 

4 3200-32 FODWtESSHSEXSEV P3) (KG (Artyj D rfchofcon 6 11 0 AMap*e 

5 ORJ 10NE VBnVBE (5) [Us S SnarJ Ms S Smd) 8 U 0 lDsn««7(7) 

6 O LUCKY LflMOBIO (264) (lady D ftjoel) It RuSps 6 110 IRMbm 

-Cdadwad- 

BOTHB: 7-4 Wrtrefc. 04 Hrirewreecwtary, 3-1 Factor Tan. 02 D ai Wytenl a y, 2S-1 lucky Land- 
hft 384 lane Viaan 

FORMS Ume 

Thoudi not arrays fluent. raoURESBECUEIWY ne^tbred the bMT Cheltenham fences 
at one piece when tlwd xo me fitter Rha&i Bleu on he chasing debut last month end was 
then staying on In the ctoang stagps when chasing home Impress** winner Chawngfr Du 
Luc at Lercwter. Both those races were over rm end a naif mees and he can Hnprovn on 
thoae two premising time ow thu more suitable three. Hawng foBen ar Chettennem last 
month on h« first attempt oner fences and then made mistakes at Wfincaraon. it was man- 
ic that Airtrak was one of only two to Jump round safely when winning at Leicester. There 
Is no question he was lucky, but now he heo gpt It together he could go onto better that^. 
He tg nicely bred for the job and showed plenty ot ability over hurdfos last season. Fleeter 
Tea would haw needed las run at Exeter 18 days ago. his first for more than a year. He 
ran better then hb> sixth behind Plmberiey Place suggftsis and, aKhough he will be much 
sharper tar it. mere needs to be a bit of enpreremant on last season's two efforts. Lone 
Venbra and Lucity Landing, both Irish pom-to-poira warners m 1994. itM not awwn a 
mat deal b their tamed opporajrttas in the country and. f ho OarteyfonSrey, may need 
a bit more tune. Selection: FKTURESSECRETARY. 

| o jc l NASEBY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) £4,730 added 2m 
^5^1 Penalty vaue £3^02 

1 21-3221 DMDOOQmCJBMdVhiteamnBUO JIARt&raU 

2 062251 DBIWNG FORCE (12) JP) IB J FtexS Mrs M McCait 0 11 12 IFIMsy 

3 532124 HBOSIT BUCfMNM 08) IPw For Fin] P Mends 5 11 1— APIIeCoy 

A 232P33- CMS(A 083) (Date J Tlwnpsau C &nih 6 11 0 —A! Ranter 

5 310^ RWIMM 02) (O) (A K QMra) D McCafo 8 10 10 DMeCria 

6 0F50-4 HHtByjN«(U3)IFftWNBaMage510 0 GHoglnp) 

-Bdactarad- 

Mhlmuni we^ic 10a. Tree bandcap ikny turn 9 b lb. 

BQTHffi: 2-1 Dear Do, 3-1 DiMog Fbrea. 74 Karbert flaeh—n, 54 teWma, 114 Cb aa te . 33- 
1 Kerry Jar» 

FORM GUIDE 

The consetant DEAR DO wan with minimum or fi» at Windsor 19 days ago. He nao 
Driving Fqrcw 15 Ien0hs back, last of the five ftnuftera and Is taken to confirm that torm 
on 7Tb worse tarms, ahhou^r b iHs snail field the margin is not Brelyto he anywhere near 
as beat. Drinrig Force naa smee won re Fahanham. Jason TiUey UcMng jure at the ritfit 
tune and coming home uncftafengKl. aWiough he was dBfiniiKfy smppmg m the dosing 
reagae. Midi Ftagerab wSI have to coure any bteden mow cn Dear Do. who has ctexty 
rajxuwd smee spntttig James Tha Ftret and Cheeka (dfo bener off for two lengths! two m 
Mach. Hetbert Buchanan runs hare m preference to tha novice hatvfieap Mr tour and 
a href furlong former. Herbert Buchanan has taken we* to fences but Ws best effiorts hare 
bean uten tredifing beyond the mmunun tnp - he made mistakes when beaten oBy by 
Sprrrtng Steel fo a Hereford two-rmar - and these more experienced hareficacpers may go 
a MIDO quick for rum. Setectkw: DEAF! DO. 

l-a'ic' j AGWCOURT KA!®ICAP HUtDLE (CLASS E) £3/»0 added 
3m HDwtePenaltv Value £2AS9 

1 13HW DESOT MST (841J (D) IMS Laxi SlajT Ifes L S**y B 111? AUs0fire 

2 C0W04- RHOUSn ptUJ (PJ [John Stawmlorl B CanWJff 7 11 ID Mr JCamUkfoe 

3 1122-fB BmOTOTSB MM (M* G tetany APMcCoy 

4 f51P-60 TEMIE BAftm (2SHM tLte Ji» Wiscnl P BOflUTWt G 11 T> KSt&t 

5 30DM0 jaMMflUCratftGftawBWORB^ifiDniaiflU w »^ 

6 S33444 Drem fUGKT (29) (C) (Urs Cani Drsei J JenMnsC 10 U ICtabome 

7 FOP-133 YESlimeflramJAarnMtlWreVfo^^ IFTMtaf 

B 51301-5 <J)*rOMWt«) (M« PU«ng)J W«9 10 7 .6I*M 


The reigning champion. 
Alderbrook, is on course to 
make his return in the Kingweil 
Hurdle at Win canton on 22 Feb- 
ruaxy, the race in which he 
staked his daim for the hurdling 
crown last season. 

“He has been cantering for 
two and a half weeks." Kira Bai- 
ley, his trainer, said. “While it’s 
still early days, he seems fine." 

ChampkmtfcviSe 112 Marcfi): WHOam tut 
3-1 Alderbrooh, 9-2 Montelado. 7-1 Amors. 
10-1 Mysfiv. 12-1 Fortune And Fame. 14-1 
Breawbar, Moorish, River North. 16-1 others. 

LINGFIELD 


HYPERION 

12j 00 Sam war 1230 femptngton UOO Cheeky 
Chappy 130 Fresh Fruit Daily ZOO No Speech- 
es (nfa) 230 Time Clash 3 j 00 Broughtons For- 
mula 

GOING: Suuufcuri. STALLS: it - ouuido: nenuindcr - irendo. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low. 

■ Lift -hand, -dtarp uiaftihlinjt cuurx.-. of J Vi 

■ Courw t» 5E i>f town on BLUCV. LinfifidiJ auuion («nvd by 
London VKUStnt aiftou** ooutm. ADMISSION: Momb-rrs S 12. Tat. 
leoaJLs SB; Sliver Ring £-1. CAB PARK' CluM3, rwnundcr frrr . 

I CIC I I «AOMQ I 


Norman Williamson is pinning 
his hopes on an X-ray exami- 
nation early in the New Year to 
determine when he can start 
preparing for a return to the 
saddle. 

Out of action since breaking 
his right femur in a full at 
Sedgefield in October, he has 
been fired by reports on the 
progress of Alderbrook and his 
Cheltenham Gold Cup win- 
ning ride, Master Oats. 

“1 wouldn't mind if I was as 


fit as them," Williamson said 
yesterday. "Everything is going 
well and"! have been cycling in 
the gym. But only after the leg 
is X-rayed again will 1 have a 
comeback date. 

Williamson plans to spend 
Christmas in his native Ireland 
where he has been working as 
a racing summariser for RTE. 
.As a result he will be at Leop- 
ardstown on 28 December 
when Master Oats is scheduled 
to run in the Ericsson Chase. 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME.- Foma Sun- c'. iVi. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Monkey 2*nly |L*»» 
«ron re Widveriumpion on Tw^jfar. Broojflann* FnramU i-VOi 
wnq here on Thnrvfay. 

LONG-DISTANCE RCNNEKS: Northern Grey i liUQl A Flush- 
tag Sabre f I.OOI lure bnen sou JW mUerr. hy J Rerry from foefe- 
wham, I jnrashim 

1 9 nil THIN RED LINE MAIDEN STAKES 
J ^ ,vv l (CLASS D) (DIV 0 £4350 added 7f (AW) 

1 605IW ANOntStOfCn NOTE (39) N Lcmooer J90 

T G HcLreqpdn U 

2 0660 D0imJB3PIWDy(ia3Ji’.rja?^90 JWSUttS 9 

3 004 BB»mi3BDCrepDwe3 813 J Quinn 8 

4 22WM4 NMIHERN GREY (2B) J Berr 3615 J>F»so»f5)7 

5 260042 RAFRES BOOSIHI (42i l KswromW 3 8 13 J Trie 6 

6 25-^46 SAHWAR (213) Mia, tie, wswv 3 9 13 aH*«he*5 

1 TRAPPER NOUMAN R ifiem 3 8 13 Wfomst 

6 4240 C0NSDeUSUCKMW{8S)UteHuriIiwAr>3SS 

SSandma 

9 CBDHIWQTnomi Mi*. N MacaJBv 3 8 8 

Amanda Sjndn (S) 2 

10 lAMXnEIANCafcjgrrc 368 IFEfanl 

-lOdacfoiao- 

BETTWO: 11-4 Santar, 3-1 Erraul. 94 Raffles Rooctar, 6-1 Conadei- 
re«a Cftarm. Noriben Grey, 12-1 Trapper Noraao, 14-1 others 

I fo on I LIGHT BRIGADE MEDIAN AUCTION 
I MAHJEN STAKES (CLASS F) £3350 

added 2YD 57 (AW) 

1 BLUE DUCK T Barer. 9 0 .W towel 5 

2 00050 aOUlWIDWM17)?Hon4n£5 9 JQriana 

3 430044 UMCRW (17) w Mur B 9 SOWMarasS 

4 404 lAVB«0i BUXW I5UT Cumrgrsm 6 9 IFEgw2 

5 35S3 MSS nCXPOCMET (39) ? 8 9 MWI^uml 

-Sdadared- 

BETTBKi: u-8 Lawader ffloan. 2-1 bnpintloa. B^ Mss Ffohpacfcet, 14- 
1 Bfoa Oudw 20-1 Boatae DDr 

ITaaI WKERMAN HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3j650 
L J rf u l added 5f (AW) 

1 moos SUFSi ROCXyfiSWD) R B3=xnin6 100-HBatatnai£>)10 

2 100300 HASWffi SAERE (6« <P) ) Benv i & 13 -P Robert! [7)9 

3 000600 EBSaE TUNES U27) fCD) J Vxie 4 9 12 JFEfiWiB 

4 000000 1HCX AS PffiVES |1& tD) R3i ThKnosor, 3 9 9.G Banfcwl 7 

5 000000 DCSTAXT DYNASTY 026J (03] P feare e 6— S Sa n tt m 6 

6 OOOF,1» MV BONUS (4fi8)(D) DC«BD«59a UTM^nnS 

7 000650 DAANERA (19) (CDi P Hnuorg 5 9 3 — DehUe Opp (7) 4 

8 521611 CHOKY CHAPPY (13) (CD) D Cr^jnian 4 9 LP Fessay S) 3 

9 45(1440 MfSTBI RAIDER (17) SMeto 391 ..J>Wngrtp)2 

10 202006 HAiaRrU9)(D)PBua)iw691 a S ween e y (7) 1 

- 10 dedared - 

BE7TMS: 7-4 Cheeky Chappy. 74 Soper Rocky, 6-2 Distant Bjrasty. 8- 
1 nrehing Sabre, 124 DuhiM, FWbert, TNeh Ac IWevaa. 14-1 otJien 


ri onl THIN RED LINE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
D) (DfV B) £4350 added 7f (AW) 

1 GOLDEN PUNCH (USA) C QjXi 4 90 DBffislfl 

2 PU5HKA HUH T V.bisan 4 90 R Cochrane 9 

3 RffiCHAWB-TCaflySSO N Adams 8 

4 000030 DESHIT WATHL {4J J 3 8 13 IQi*a7 

5 303600 SPLJMAHIE^MIAW^^SU 

6 Ut) WARM ffiAHIH) (USAJ (35) R Iri^am 3 8 13_NGwHMK5 

7 553 AMIftSHA (20) L1A 'lay tefcwi/ 3 6 S .5 5endere4 

B BUBBI£ WHS (FH) S Woods 3 8 .W Woods 3 

9 502240 FRESH FRUT DAILY GO) F'tefc«v383 M TMptem 2 

10 035(00 ZALAMBfT (10) N Ldrnxtar> 368 TGMdaugNfol 

-ID dedarad - 

BETTING: 54 Fresh Fruit Daly, 4-1 Awnsha, 5-1 Bubble Spumade, 

7-1 GaUen Punch. 62 Rad CbaoneL 10-1 Desert Wafer, 16-1 otters 

)o/\ni CRI MEA HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,400 
I ,tJ added lm 2f (AW) 

1 13115: KAAJWWW«(20)ICD)rrCaAaaai4 iOO.jyceefanaB7 

r 00212: HO SPEECHES nH) (CO) (BFJSOoe 4*6 MHfemsfi 

3 60-4125 Rexnm pStC) Lot Hunwgsoni 96 JSaedtasB 

i 423424 HARD IDVE (10) (D| (BF) J L Eyre 3 9 L R Ljppbi4 

5 006133 BURNT 9EMU (58) J5Moo*3S3 JFE*«3 

6 00N13 HPT5 DREAM (ISO) (O) Al Ryan 4 7? GSndwea2 

T 400020 swnrao FUER (24) I AHamsG77 C Adameo (5) 1 

-7 dedared- 

BETTTNB: U-4 Pip’s Dream, 7-2 KaaBi Ham, 9-2 No Speeches, 9-1 
RettOMV 6-1 Bumf Sterna, 8-1 Hard Lore. 10-1 Swyaford Ryes. 

9 on I ALMA NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5fl00 added 2YD 6f (AW) 

1 434661 RJ7YSW.H«(l«f DBaron? T ... .JOmbHfeyHvt f718 

2 100001 TMEGUSH(13)IO>IBPahne87 .SDMtam) 

3 5435 2 &URM0 SIRSt (7) IBF) P Eiari 6 7 .3 Sanders 6 

4 564(03 DANCING JACK |13) 10 J Brcfer 7 10. IQriniS 

5 0UM61 MQfKY ZANIY (7) (D) J L Hart 7 9 <7 b 1_ _D Wfl^d (3) 4 

6 CCSXti WSS CAROTTEICI57) U R|on 7 7 G Banted 3 

7 060 SOVBCGN PRKCE 117) N Utghan 7 7 P Fessey (5) 2 

8 4CCK* NO SYMPATHY (24) G L More 7 7 C Adntxon 15) 1 

-Sdedarad- 

AarUmufl magw 73 71b True timOKap ne®it f*ss Carorene 7a 5tt. Soi 
enN&i Tsl 116 . ho iimpaH}- 7a lb. 

BEITTNG: 9-4 Ttae Sash, 7-2 Krystal Max. 4-1 UoNfey Zanty, 9-1 Danc- 
ln£ Jath, Hartao Street, 8-1 No Sympathy, 20-1 ethere 

4AAI SEWSTOPOL APPRENTICE HANDICAP 
(CLASS G) £3^50 added lm 5f (AW) 

1 006-200 SB? THOMAS BEECHAU (238) (Cffl S &jo 5 100 

— P BiuohMMd (7) 12 

2 W1 BROUGHTONS FORMULA (5) (CD) W MuSW 5 9 3 l5ev 

1 WWdraen (5) U 

3 COSTS JUST-UANA-MOU (5) J Brdger 3 90 J Field (7) ID 

4 506001 n0BE0FGUNNU5)(OBFare*4 3U — RHatGnl3)9 

5 003210’- FOREST SUB flJSAJ I85S R Ahetura 6 S 10. .T Ashley (5) B 

6 314052 0U1SIAYED WELCOME (13) M hte^res 3 89 _L Newton 7 

7 003304 CALL ME A1BI (4) G L Uooe 4 8 6 LUtanai (5)6 

8 440033 SKEDADDLE (18) Bnrcac Ttomnwn 3 8 6 FFeney5 

9 036-010 SKSSED THE BOAT (95) (Dl (BP) A Neacombe 583 

_ __ GIM^n(S)4 

10 0-14040 RON N SOU) I9B A Mm* 3 7 13 □ Dmfay £} 3 

11 052230 UARONEm (33) M Ryan 3 7 7 M Balnt 2 

12 062060 KUNZA STORY (7) N Urmooen 3 7 7 C Adamson (3) 1 

- 12 declared - 

MWnum wOffiL 7a 76. True nandfcap we^itr Untorcna 7sl 56. Hfeua 
5ls*y .'S3 6 

BETTING: 7-2 & Bug fo r e. Funds, 4-1 Rose of Hum, 6-1 Forest Star, 
7-2 CafAfeAH*, InwNColdi 8-1 Abased The BatL Oulstayod Welcome, 

12-1 otters 


RACING RESULTS 


county, ha ran NshMiaco to **' -JMjW 
touched off by FantecK hr stmttr comcBny atTarerton 
tie sareindi reeatetta Wood veSSN et?« nw®* earter -TI ibtb b erery 
n flBjs a»W6W ^1 am ^ Srrtr®on,wno bad aon pnMousty 

^ !***& 00 5000 gftaf 8 ^ fnista * a a 0,9 10th ~ 11,81 
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I ^45|2m Penalty value £^440 • ai-eo 


j /f3fS9 _ a^nwaoEsjissjmHBisnflSte^n^ 


9 l 


: — 8U*0) 
JP McCoy 


l S^^a^TuSj^lJWbns FU.C 

?n ’^nne fmmigrr aiiBB an fT)-mrWfca)J 10(88110- — - 

u 00209 TB«j[ 5U0-, 

1 2 841 W 3 tows «sr w w * 

13 as 


emodenSllO. 

etiSilO 

110 : 

,3«y5110_ 
sfons lUO — 


-Btajl^ma 

Johnon(7l 

R fanet 


9 P-155P0 (D)[Kh5Aft4tjrDRBrrtbera)r7105 L Haney 

ID 634P-36 IWMCtU8fS3)81)W(4teS©«LjiTM«9 JUafoelO 1D4 EHrete teCT 

11 42-5*42 ESOHJUt (2B Wre S SndM No S Sratfi 7 ID 0 UdmlOutt 

12 JA5360 BAYlDRDPR8«C£(2n[CO)*fesJErertMiaJE«er7100 Sophb IBthel (S) 

-32tfad«t)- 

Mrtanun ibbMic JDEt Tha handkap nefifr Batata Wnc* 9s JOfii 

^TINQ: 3-1 T« Use, 4-1 Quiet Open, 5-1 Ctanw Fight, 6-1 Fatta OThtan, 10-1 Ejremjdar, ttaz- 
ut,12-letbua 

FORM GUIDE 

Thfne jud art rift gang JOWI Emotes' my at presort, mougfi a mast father 
OWBN sfapdrf a tat DdMf Mte Graat Easreqr fo a decern rac* at Hajatock las nme 
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tata5W» ha can ben trie Heydock fourth, Enmplar, on 7fo worse terms, eltnouffi 8 
Edwante’ stable has fount form, Raner (ranen would t» an ntractM ptopaenun- 
Deawt 1IU «6 veiy gm as a JumnAe, evm M sne ifld need plenty of during « Bmea. 
Having fwf |uct one run once then, however, it M utfllte^ she rel be pod enough n> 
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EDINBURGH 

Jiiai. BLAZE AMOW UQstwmei 1-4 tar. 
2. Jobreti 16-1: 3. Young StBvoi 100-L 15 
ran. 15. la 0 Badtaft Nresflere). Tatat £L9Cc 
£L10. £aaq £22J0. OF: £S. 70. CSf: Efioa. 
Tno: £257.50 (par wxi; poof at £7930 cat 
ned forward to Ungfted 3.00 today). 

12.45: L ras v»r U Dsbumei 7-4 lev: 
2. Pagtacdo 2-1; 3. KDfonor Lad 3-L 5 ran. 
B, «SSL U Houaid Jcmson. Crodkj. Tott: £290. 
£1.40. £1.50. OF: £3.10. CSF: £5.65 
LIE: L. BRACXDRHWARE IE Cattaffanl 
11-4 fair; 2. Funny Rone 9-2; 3. Percy Pft 
16-1. 12 ran. Vs. IS. 0. Unyd- James. MaF 
ton). Tote: £3.00; £2.40. £1.20. £5.70. DF; 
£5.30. CSF: £14. 74. Tncflsc £15L54. Tno: 
£1 7L60 ((tan won; poof of £145.09 earned 
forward fo UngfieU 3.00 uxteyi. 

L4&: L SHJUUHD (J Osborne) 6-4 fov, Z 
Puritan 9-2; 3. Rapid Mover 14-L 8 ran. 
3»,'s. L It Bakina. Kjneatara-). Totes £2,50; 
£130. £4.10. DF; £830. CSF: £8.12. 

2. IS: ±. MASTER OF THE ROCK IE Hi£- 
tend) 11-8 lav; 2. Sriamon Glen 16-1: 3. 
TaHywagjrer 15-6. 5 ran. 6 0. U Mac**. 
Cnurcn Smughmn). Tote: £2 50; EL 40, 
£3-30. OF: £3030. CSF: £16 57. 

£451 L GStAHD SCENERY (MeePJonea 
&1; £. Many Roae 5-1: 3. Oonfete Hut 4- 
6 few- » ran. 1V«. 13. U h ionrwi, Oocki. 


Tote: £4.50: £1.60. £2.30. £110. OF: 
£18 30. CSF: £33.98. Tno: £3.80. 

305; L LORD FORTUNE IP Nnem 4-1; 
2. EMrect Route 15-8; 3. Adamatic 5-4 lav. 
7 ran, 4. 7'h ■ lM Hammond. MidUeham). 
Tote: £4.10: £2J0, LUX. DF: £5.00. CSF: 
£12J23. 

Quadpot £2.20. Ptecepou £6.40. 

Place 6: £5.38. Place 5: £4.36. 

LINGFIELD 

1200! L TOTAL RACK {WWdOdSJ 7-1; 2. 
WetdiMeGcB-l: 3. eakwsDeutfttor ltr 
L 13 Ittl. 9-4 faif Wanern. y*. r*. IR b^am. 
Fishertonl. Tot* £6.70: £2.30. £4.40. 
£U30. DF: £80.40. CSF: £65.48. Tncast 
£82236. Tno: £14330 (pen won; pool of 
£30.19 caned forward to tmef&d 3.00 tt«- 
doyt. 

1X30: LQIA HIGH (AMcQonej 13 2: 
2.1adyEcire5-21a k -.3.CherteriKMHXpieG 
9-2 9 tan. l-'6, D Beny, Coeterhamt. 
Tote: £5 jKi; £130, (X&. £2.00. DF; £8.50. 
CSF: £22.75. 

LOO: 1. STALLED (M*0*ness Bterelfaid) 
9-2: 2. Manful 5-2 far. 3. Kenyatta 20-1. 
13 ran. Hri, 6. IP Waiwyn. Lamboiani. Tous 
rroo: £1-30. £130. £5.50. DF; Li^a CSF: 
£16.02. 1230.1rio: £2130. 

L30t L RED RUSTY (JIjfcM- 1:2. Sab* 

bar 2-1 bn 3. Well Drawn &-4. 9 ran. 2, 


sht-hd. <D Monte, NewnwrVen, Tot* £4. 10: 
£1.60. £L40, £L10. OF; £6.00. CSF: 
£12.70. Trior £3 50. 

2.00: L ROBO MAGIC (J F E$w 9-2; 2. 
Soothom Dominion 8-1; 3. Patsy Qrireee 
11-2. 10 ran- 4-1 fan Halt Tone ififtr. 1-X 
1-r*. IL H8B. Epsom). Tote: 1730: 

£2.60. £3.10, £230. DF: £23.60. CSF: 
£38.86. Tncast £18&56. Tnx £92.00. 

230: L WET PATCH IP Hupws) 9-2; 2. 
Explosive Power 10-1; 3. Rea) Madrid 9- 
L 13 ran. 4-1 lav Rival Bfo (4tm. ij.<, 3. (R 
Hannon. Eaa Evutegn). Tote: £7.10: £2.40, 
£*30. £3 80. DF: £2430. CSF; £5235. Tn- 
V9t £376.17. 

330: 1. APARTMENTS ABROAD (JFEgfJrt 
31- 2. Saenango 133 fc*T A «9te oPCar^ 
ttoo 5-L B ran. Hd, 2. (K UeAuhtf*, Owv 
boumj. TotK £4.40; £1.60, £130, £L60. 
DF; £8-60. CSF: £832. TnO: £4.10. 

3307 3. DUKE VALENTINO <U LVi^oml 
5-1 Ji fav. 2. Sand Star 10- 1; 3. Presoot 
ShuattMi 12-1. U5 ran. 6-1 ji few Aiwa. Vt. 
l- iR Hollirishesd, Uppur Urngdani. Tote; 
£7.40; £2.90, 13.60. £2.90. DF; £74.40. 
CSF- £57 29. Tncast £545.94. NR. Atteal. 
Tno: £452.50. Trm: £38.40 
Jackpot rxu won ipool of £6,886.15 earned 
Kward to LmSieM today). Quadpot: £13 60. 
Ptacepoc £175.00. 

Ptace 8: £188.20. Place 5: £30.87 


Rugby League 


DAVE HAD FIELD 

Maurice Lindsay, the chief ex- 
ecutive of the Rugby League, 
has been elected 'as ihe first 
chairman of the Super League 
International Board. 

Lindsay was named us the in- 
augural holder of a highly in- 
fluential office at ihe meeting 
at which the new board was 
formed in Sydney this weekend. 

The former Wigan chairman, 
chief executive of the game in 
Britain for three years, was 
widely tipped to take on the new 
role. The only individual of com- 
parable stature, the Australian 
John RiboL is Super League's 
first chief executive officer. 

Lindsay, who will also be 
the British delegate, will retain 
his role as chief executive of the 
British game, although the two 
functions will clearly overlap to 
a large extent. "1 am absolutely 
thrilled and delighted with the 
appointment.” Lindsay said. 

"Having spent a lifetime in the 
game and been so heavily in- 
volved in international rugby 
league for so many years, 1 am 
veiy excited John and 1 share the 
same values and belief that our 
game has been world sport's best 
kept secret for far too long." 

Tlie formation of the new 
board pushes the Australian 
Rugby League, with which Super 
League in Australia is locked in 
a legal battle, further into isola- 
tion. Among the functions of the 
new body will be controlling the 
laws of the game, including de- 
ciding whether the changes 
being tried in Britain will be 
adopted by Super League- 
aligned nations worldwide. 

The Pennine League side. 
West Bowling, who produced 
the shock of the second round 
of the Silk Cut Challenge Cup 
on Saturday by beating one of 
the leading amateur clubs. 
Wigan St Patricks, have been re- 
warded with a trip to Carlisle in 
the third round The round, the 
first stage at which Second 
Division professional clubs 
enter the competition, features 
one all-professional tie. with 
Doncaster going to Barrow. 

West Hull, who beat Black- 
pool Gladiators in the second 
round have every chance of 
making it through to the next 
round in which the big guns 
make their first appearances. 
They have been drawn to play 
at Highfield the bottom club in 
the Second Division. 


Gondonso 
gives Simon 
three in a row 

Equestrianism 


GENEVIEVE MURPHY 


Hugo Simon's return to the 
Olympia Show Jumping Champ- 
ionships. in which he last com- 
peted lOyeais ago, became even 
more euphoric when the 53- 
year-old Austrian gained his third 
victory of the meeting yesterday. 

Simon's win on Gondonso in 
the Snowman Six Bar was par- 
ticularly satisfying in that he had 
never the ridden the horse in a 
competition until he brought him 
to this meeting. The eighl-ycar- 
old jumped the only dear of the 
contest's fourth round, when 
the last in a straight line of five 
fences stood al 6ft lin. Second 
place was shared by three riders: 
Ireland's European champion, 
Peter Charles, on Blue Bayu. 
John Whitaker on Everest 
Randi and the Dutchman W'oul- 
Jan van der Schans on Elpasja. 

Michael Whitaker also ex- 
tended his tally to three wins 
yesterday when the remark- 
able 17-year-old speed 
specialist. Everest My Mesieur, 
won again - defeating the 
Olympic champion. Ludgcr 
Beexbaum. on Sprehe It's Me. 

Guy Goosen, a 21 -year-old 
Warwickshire rider, had put 
his name into the record boobs 
when winning Sunday night's 
P&O Events Puissance on 
Sagrat. In the process he 
cleared the red wall when it 
stood at a massive 7ft 4in. 


V THE INDEPENDENT 
Horse Raring 

Results 0839- 111 171 
Commentary 0839 - 111 175 

Sams BmAyum , Hdpfee071 JU 
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sport 


Nigel 

disgrace 

Rereading Jack Rowell's comments 
before and after Saturday’s match. 
I am beginning to wonder whether 
he is the man for the job. This is not. 
I should make clear at the outset, 
primarily a question of England's 
performance under his stewardship 
— though that certainly comes into 
iL It is more a matter of the way in 
which he regards his post 
He seems to think of himself as 
running an amateur team for the 
love of it and to want to be judged 
accordingly. He wishes the team to 
be judged similarly. Paradoxically, 
his predecessor Geoff Cooke fitted 
more comfortably into the mould of 
a professional manager, somewhat 
taciturn; very much a players' man; 
unemotional, at any rate on the 
surface. 

Rowell gives the impression of 


Starmer-Smith and Bill Beaumont in tandem are a 
because of the tone of unremitting English chauvinism 

• m. . l.Imn Slid h/iui hnfflv England were DC! 


being an altogether more sensitive 
soul. “Love me” he seems to tty. 
“Or, if you cannot brine yourselves 
to do that, then at least try to 
understand." 

It would not be much, good to any- 
body if a surgeon, say, carried on in 
this way. We should not place great 
trust in an airline pilot who sent out 
a similar message to his passengers 
in mid-flight. Rowell himself would 
not have expected charity in those 
assessing the commercial perfor- 
mance of Dalgety Foods when he 
was part of the higher direction of 
that enterprise. 

Rugby union football is not like 
a commercial firm. But his more like 
one than it was at the beginning of 


Rowell complained about the 
booing of Pauf Grayson when he 
was about to take his umpteenth 
penalty kick at goal But it was not 
Grayson that was being booed. 
Nor wash -as some commentators 
have suggested- the whole England 
performance thus far, disappoint- 
ing though this had been. It was 
rather the correct decision, which 
was Will Carling s responsibility, to 
take a kick at goal rather than a 

tapped penalty. 

I have heard booing at Twick- 
enham in the same circumstances 
on previous occasions, notably 
when Japan played an England XV 
some years ago. In that match the 
sound, accompanied by idiotic cries 



uiui Li mu Ql UK. in.j frHIHU.l g UI SULUiU, uy UiiUUU '-l IB 

the season. It is not entitled to of “nmiT, derived from a contempt 
automatic loyalty if it does not pro- for the visiting side. On Saturday 
duce the goods. the booers’ hope was that they 


ALAN WATKINS 


on rugby 

would see something of what they 
had paid for. In this sense the Eng- 
lish performance was indeed being 
booed. 

Rowell had better become used 
to tbe noise. It will recur, even if 
England play better than they did 


against Western Samoa. For one 
thing, the audience are as entitled 
to ex pr es s their dissatisfaction as 
they are at La Scala, Milan. And, 
for another, the crowds who now as- 
semble at Twickenham to belt out 
Cod Save The Queen and Swing 
Low, Sweet Chariot - more con- 
vincingly, it must be said, than my 
fellow-countrymen now render then 
own half-remembered hymns - 
seem to have onlv the haziest ac- 
quaintance with the game. Just as 
they do not realise that it is crimi- 
nal to throw away three points, so 



not make their entire livings 
through iL 

Nigel Stanner-Smfrh and Bill 
Beaumont in tandem are a disgrace. 
They are so not because of techoi 


poimt. — — — - 

finthest Beaumont was prepared to 
go in adverse criticism.- 
Nor am I at aO happy about the 
nf Roh Andrew as asummar- 



Bui, whether the sport is pro- 
fessional or not, one has always 
been entitled to expect profes- 
sional standards from television 
commentators, and to criticise 


these - but, rather, because of the 
lone of unremitting English chau- 
vinism which they fee! constrained 

to adopt They are reminiscent of 
British Movietone or Pathc news- 
readers of the 1940s and early 
1950s. 

No one watching Saturday after- 
noon's broadcasts who was unin- 
formed about rugby, as many 
viewers were, would have under- 
stood from the two commentators 


a player and as a manager. 

Andrew is a nice chap, a distin- 
guished player and - let there be no 
doubt about it - a person of the 
utmost integrity. That is not the 

point The point s that someone em- 

plcwed by the BBC to do his land 
of job must not only be above the 
present battle, over payments, con- 
tracts, player-poaching and the rest 
of it. He must manifestly be seen to 
be above the battle. 


S Africans 
put Adams 
on agenda 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Durban 
South Africa 225 
England 152-5 
Match drawn 


Nothing much stirred here yes- 
terday, as further torrential rain 
brought a sodden and premature 
end to the third Test With more 
rain forecast over the next few 
days, farmers have already 
moved their cattle to higher 
ground, a position that might 
save England’s next three-day 
game inland at Hetennaritzbuig, 
scheduled to start to m orrow. 

After two years of drought, the 
non-stop rain is causing havoc. 
With widespread flooding mak- 
ing major roads impassable, this 
mecca for holidaymakers has, 
ironically, become as isolated as 
a desert island. 

It wouldn’t have come as 
much of a surprise had South 
Africa's selectors decided that 
the quickest way to inform Paul 
Adams of his selection for the 
last two Tests was to pop a mes- 
sage into a corked bottle, toss 
it from Durban pier, and let the 
tides take it round to Cape 
Town. 

Holding a Test series in the 
rainy season is bound to cause 
disenchantment, especially 
from those overseas fens not 
over in time for the five days of 
good weather in Johannesburg. 
Bad luck perhaps, but have the 
organisers not also been negli- 
gent to some extent in organis- 
ing the bulk of the Test series 
at this time of year? 

As most climatologists will 
tell you. South Africa - bar the 
Cape - receives most of its rain- 
fall in summer. Cricket is there- 
fore at risk, though much of the 
rain comes in the form of thun- 
dery showers, which rarely last 
long. The widespread frontal 
rain, which obliterated the first 
lest at Centurion Park as well 
as the match here, can last for 
days and is far more unusual. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

38,000 

The players the Rugby Football 
Union expects to lose from its 
register by bringing its paper- 
work up to date. The RFU, 
which has 108.000 players on 
its books, aims to reduce that 
figure to 70,000. The present 
list is thought to contain a num- 
ber of dead players. 


For some reason, given the 
distances involved, experts be- 
lieve it is due to a weakening of 
the “El Nino" effect, which oc- 
curs in the Pacific Ocean. “The 
C3nld n as it is also known, 
owing to its five to seven-year 
cycles, is a series of warm cur- 
rents that can apparently have 
widespread effect on the world's 
weather. 

But if local experts blame it 
for causing recent drought over 
here, Raymond Illingworth has 
no such grudge. As news filters 
through that water is being 
tankered in to Parsley to ease 
shortages, he was placing the 
blame firmly on Yorkshire 
Water. There are few thing s as 
precious to the England chair- 
man as his beloved fewn which, 
deprived of months of water, 
now bears little resemblance to 
tbe photographs he has of it in 
hiswallet- 

However, with two Tfests to 
go, and only one win needed for 
either side to gain an infallible 
position, England, if not fear- 
ing the departure of “The 
Child’’, would do well to heed 
the arrival of the teenager. Paul 
Adams’s rightful inclusion is 
what this series and this country 
have been crying out for since 
their return to the internation- 
al fold. 

Despite being a fillip for all 
those involved in development 
programmes throughout South 
Africa, it is a timely affirmation 
to those doubters in the 
coloured and black communi- 
ties, still pessimistic about the 
prospects and pace of real 
change. 


If he plays in tbe fourth lest 
he will be, at 18, South Africa’s 
youngest ever Tfest player, beat- 
ing A E Ochse who had just 
turned 19 when he played two 
matches against England in 
1888-89. South Africa have also 
picked the slow left-aimer Nicky 
Boje, but all indications are 
that Adams wiD be the front-line 
spinner, the convener of selec- 
tors, Peter Pollock, indicating as 
much when he said: “It wasn’t 
a gamble. We picked him be- 
cause he fits into oar plans at 
Port Elizabeth. We feel he’ll get 
the ball past tbe bat." 

Responding to the South 
Africans' bold move, England 
announced that Phillip 
DeFreitas, now almost 30, 
would be joining die team in the 
new year for the seven-match 
series of one-dayers that begin 
after the Cape Town TfesL It is 
a sensible move and one that 
should have been done far ear- 
lier. DeFreitas may have lost a 
bit of nip in his bowling but be 
is a brilliant fielder and useful 
lower-order striker in limited 
overs cricket. 


WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


Achtewment is one thing but only 
when there Is warmth of charac- 
ter to go with it does a performer 
win bsttigputSicafeafan. far May 
Peters, BBC Sports Personality of 
1972, the award recognised her 
Olympic pentathlon gold but re- 
flected, too, a sunry disposition aid 
that uncommonly wide smite. 

She rerrembm the ceremony as 
vtvxDy as her 1972 Munich vtctbty 
T (font know rd won theawatti but 
the first three were tipped off so we 

would be ready to say a few words 

in front of Princess Anne, the pm- 
vious jeer’s winner,' Peters located. 
“I said. ‘Hasn’t she kept it dean?’ 
and peopte still remember that’ 

Bom in Liverpool but txougpt up 
m Northern Ireland, Peters retired 
two years latec aftar the 1974 Com- 
monwealth Games brought more 
gakl. She has since exploited her 
popularity Mth the best passtte mo- 
ttles, raising money first tobuSd the 
Maiy Peters Track and then lend- 
ing support to numerous causes. 

A former member or the Sports 



Mary Peters 

CtMidf die is on the womens com- 
mittee of the International Amateur. 
Athlete federation, is a member of 
the Northern Ireland Tburist Boad, 
president of the Ulster Spots and 
Recreation Trust, president of the 
Northern Ireland Lady T&vwnere and. 
camparffs for cancer and tense 
bone disease charities. “I’m happy 
with my lot and I have no plans to 
wind down." she sad. - 
Sh^eand 56 1 rweriwf time 
to g&waniar - she isbased near 
Belfast at Lisburn, where she has . 
run attiwfng health dubshce 1977. 

JonCuftey 



AH dressed up and a long way from home: The Barmy Army show their colours in Durban during the third Test 


Controversial Englishmen abroad 


In the East Stand of the 
Kingsmead cricket ground in 
Durban two Santas sporting 
Union Jack capes, sunburned 
stomachs and Castle Lagers 
leap up to beat bongo drums 
and sing the England football 
supporter’s anthem “Let's all 
have a disco" 

In response, the bank of 
about 100 Africans to whom 
they are performing break into 
a chorus of the traditional Zulu 
song Shoshdoza . Tbe Santas 
quickly become their conduc- 
tors. Spectators in other parts 
of the stand join in until the 
singing ends in fits of laughter 
and the Santas conga off in 
search of more lager. 

For the Santas it is just an- 
other day at the cricket as part 
of the self-styled “Barmy Army" 
following England’s progress 
throughout South Africa. For 
the English cricket establish- 
ment it is typical of one of the 
most embarrassing things to 
happen to the game in years. 

Even the torrential rain has 
not stopped them. They huddle 
under die stands for awhile and 
then head for the down-town 
bars to enjoy themselves. 


Formed during las: winter’s 
Ashes tour of Australia by a 
group of 40 like-minded cricket 
fens travelling on a tight bud- 
get, the Barmy Army have 
quickly become a phenome- 
non. Usually no more than 50 
or 60 in number, but stronger 
in voice with their incessant 
chants of “Ea-Ger-Land," and 
“Give Us A Wave Thorpy, 
Jacky etc", they have established 
themselves as an unmistakable 
feature of England matches. 

While much of the English 
media has tended to dismiss 
them as little more than football 
hooligans, the local Durban press 
and television were last week full 
of features on the friendly inva- 
sion of tbe city’s beadi-front bars 
by the colourful England fens 
making the most of a favourable 
exchange rate. 

The aB-driniring^ all- chanting , 
football -shirted Barmy Army 
members have found it a diffi- 
cult contradiction to live with. 
Dave Peacock, 28, the 
“General" and driving force of 
the Army, insists there is noth- 
ing sinister in the drunken flag 
waving and singing that have be- 
come the Army’s trademark. 


The Barmy Army, first seen in Australia 
last year, have invaded South Africa. 
Despite their image, they are a force 
for good, says John Cassy in Durban 


u We’re not hooligans and 
we’re not out to cause trouble, 
lb say we are is rubbish. Most 
of us are professional people - 
there are civil servants, 
solicitors, policemen in our 
ranks -who have saved hard or 
given up our jobs to come away. 
Nearly all of us are members of 
comity dubs and keen players 
too. Basically we’re just out to 
watch the cricket and have a 
laugh like anyone else.” 

In Durban, the nearest they 
come to confrontation is when 
they turn in unison to chant. 
“We’re going to nick your 
sweets and louqxtps" ar a group 
of children beating d rinks cans 
against tbe advertising hoard- 
ings in time with the bowler’s 
steps. Instead of being met by 
parental anger and reproach, 
what they got was a whirring of 
Dad's camera and squeals of 
delight from the children 
themselves. 


For Allan Freeman, a 41- 
year-old from Leicester who 
takes temporary jobs between 
tours, this sort of reaction is in- 
dicative of the reception the 
Barmy Army gets abroad. “On 
the grassy tranks there’s lots of 
banter, banner waving and 
laughing- Both sets of support- 
ers join In generating a superb 
atmosphere and the local paper 
even offers a year's supply of 
beer for the best banner of the 
day. Yet in England we’re stifl 
told it’s not cricket,” he says. 

However for Peacock, one 
year on since taking voluntary 
redundancy from National 
Power to follow the Ashes tour, 
the Barmy Army is now about 
much more than just atmos- 
phere and having a laugh. The 
small group of friends has 
evolved to become a limited 
company selling a variety of 
trademarked accommodation 

and match, tickets. Its organi- 


sation now occupies most of his 
time and will subsidise his trip, 
which he estimates will cost him 
in the region of £2.500 for 
three months. 

The massive Barmy Army T- 
shirt sales that have accompa- 
nied the group’s rise are an 
indicator of its popularity. More 
than 10,000 have been sold 
since tbe first few were printed 
in Australia last year and, with 
nearly 5,000 England support- 
ers expected at the final lest in 
Cape Tbwn in the New Year, 
Feacockis anticipating another 
surge in sales. 

“The demand for the shirts 
has been incredible", he saws. 
“We've sold them through tbe in- 
dividual cricket onions and have 
had all sorts of people 


o 
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Kiwis and Anssies. Even some 
of the more established F.nrfreh 
> on the traditional tours have 
Lthem.” 

: decision to start organ- 
ising package tours was not 
taken lightly but Peacock says 
there is a big market to be ex- 
ploited. “Cricket’s still an es- 
tablishment game and there arc 
loads of cricket fens who have 


always wanted to follow Eng- 
land abroad feu hove never had 
the opportunity because of the 
cost Now people at home are 
seeing us having fun cheaply 
and are coining out to join us. 

About 40 people are booked 
on to the first official Barmy 
Army package-tour which takes 
in the Port Elizabeth and Cape 
Tbwn Tests after Christmas. 
The emphasis will be on budget 
travel and having a good time: 
accommodation will be in £4.50 
a night backpacker hostels or 
university digs, transport will be 
laid on and heavy nights will be 
de rigeur. The total package will 
undercut some of the more 
established equivalent tours by 
between £500 and £1,000. 

Add to this a scheme that 
donates one rand to Soweto 
Cricket Club for every Barmy {' 
Army T-shirt sold on the tour, ’ 
and a friendly fixture at the 
Soweto Oval scheduled for 
mid-January, and it seems the 
Barmy Army is, in its own way, 
quickly becoming an estab- 
lished part of England lest 
cricket Whether it will ever be 
a universally accepted part is an- 
other matter. 


Knight sets up series win West Indies ‘never this bad’ 


Pakistan A 186-6 
England A 190-3 
EngfendAvm by seven wickets 


An unbeaten 90 from the 
opener Nick Knight helped 
secure victoiy for England A 
over Pakistan A in the second 
one-day international in Fbisai- 
abad yesterday. 

A seven-wicket victoiy also 
clinched the one-day series 
2-0 with one match sill to play. 
England also won the three- 
match Test series 1-0- 

England bowled and fielded 
better than in their first 4<k»ver 
match, restricting the Pakistanis 
to a 186 for 6 on a fiat, low pitch 
which offered little help to the 
bowieis. 

The opener Shahid Anwar 
batted through the innings hut 
bis runs dried up towards the 
end as Richard Stemp, Ronnie 
Irani and Dean Headley kept 

him mainl y to singles. 


E n gl a nd's reply began with 
Knight being dropped off the 
second ball. He then picked up 
two leg-side sires and pal on 110 
in 21 overs with the fluent 
Nasser Hussain, who scored 
50 off only 67 balls. 

“Now we've won the one-day 
series as well it will be bard to 
fully motivate the lads for the 
final match but it would be nice 
to go through the tour unbeat- 
en, Hussain, the captain, said. 

The Hampshire spinner 
Shaun Udal is returning home 
earfy from the tour after his 
month-old daughter was taken 
ifl. The tourists, who play their 
final one-day game tomorrow, 
are due to return home on Fri- 
day but Udal was given per- 
mission to fly out early after bis 
daughter was taken into hospi- 
tal. “It’s only a precaution but 
Shaun understandably feels he 
washes to be with bis family” 
Tim Lamb, the TCCB 
spokesman said. 


I A won tost) 
TANA 

StaMd Anwar not out 


.87 


TShftwt Ahmed e Piper 6 tofts ■■ ■ .—■■I 
|az Ahmed JriorcKrigitb tofts — 3 

*Astf Mujstsa e UMte b Samp >42 

Maraoor Rena e rtutfft b Stomp 3 

Zahtd Fral tow b -11 

Aznar MBtirnod ft Heatey .26 

Ataani Raza not o« : — 5 

EMm Bb5, wl. nt£2) 8 

Total {for 8, 40 erne) —188 


FML- 1-17, 2-28, 3-108, 4-U2, 5-332, 
6-180. 

DM not bat Stertd Nazir. SamanFazai. Al 
Gofer. 

D bm UC Mutton 8-1-22-0; Gttdra 8-1-26- 
2; Stemp 8-0-38-2; HeaSay 8-042-1; Irani 
4-Q-19-0; UMta 4-004-3. 

EMLAWA 

NVKn&trutou 90 

0 Poster dm b After Metanod 24 

*N Huseeai D After Mrtmood —..50 

J C Podpy mi out . — : 12 

R C tan! not out — — .6 

Ea«* BA w5) — 8 

Tntmfor 3. 38J oranft >...-■ 180 

Fete 1-48. 2-158, 3-175. 

IW net Mt C Wife IK J nper, D W HEadbr, 
H 0 Stemp, E S H Gkiifts, T A tonoL 
Bowling: Stetei Nazir 7-0-29-0; AH Gofer 
4-0-24-0; Azter Metanood 73-2-33-2; 
Ateam Raza 6-0-26-0: AST Mujtaba 3-0-17- 
0; SheNd Anna- 5-0-30-0; ZaHd Fazal fro. 
26-0, 

Urate* Mfei wofemmad ASam and Fa- 
me Bun. 


England may have difficulty 
filling tbe No 3 position in the 
battmg order, but that is nofe- 
ing compared with tbe problems 
feeing the West Indies, for 
whom things seem to be g oing 
from bad to worse. 

Their captain, Richie 
Richardson^ vflio has witnessed 
an alarming dump culminating 
in fee West Indies’ record 121- 
run limited overs defeat in a 
Wadd Series match against Aus- 
tralia on Sunday, said: *Tve 
never seen it before, I’ve seen us 
have one or two bad matches but 
never four in a row." 

The West Indies top order, 
weakened by the absence of 
Brian Lara, has struggled for 
form since arriving in Australia 
at fee start of the month for fee 


also features Sri Lanka. 
‘Our problem is we’ve got 
players who are capable, but 
who have to find form," 
Richardson told reporters in 


Melbourne, the venue forlhes- 
day*s World Series fixture 
against Australia. “We’ve just got 
to get one score. If we get one 
score and get our confidence 
back, the slump in form could 
be over.” 

Lara withdrew from the tour 
after being fined for a breach 
of discipline during the Tfest 
series in England earlier this 
year. While efforts continued in 
the West Indies to convince 
Lara to make himself available 
for February’s World Cup. 
Richardson said the left-hander 
would not be recalled for the 
rest of the current tour. “I just 
want to concentrate on the 
players here, but whatever the 
problem is I just hope it can be 
resolved," he said. 

The dismal performance 
against Australia at Adelaide 
Oval cm Sunday followed a four- 
wicket loss to Sri Lanka on fee 
same ground two days earlier. 

In their warm-up me 


tourists were humiliated in an 
cight-wickct defeat by the Aus- 
tralian Cricket Academy, a 
young side With virtually do first- 
class experience. That perfor- 
mance folfowed an equally poor 
display against a weak New 
Sooth Wiles state side, who 
were denied victory by rain on 
the final day. 

But Richardson appeared to 
rule oui sweeping team changes 
for today 5 * encounter with 
Australia at fee Melbourne 
Cricket Ground. 

“I don’t thinka change in the 
team will solve our problem.” 
he said,. adding: “The spirit is 
good because we’re better than 
what we’rt showing, and we’ve 
just got to turn things around." 
Australia’s media are thor- 


reeent suffering, 'typical of their 
glee was the Sydney Morning 
Herald newspaper's description 
of the tourists yesterday morn- 
ing as fee “Worst Windics”. 
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Club game 
shoulders 
the blame 


RugbyUnfon 


STEVEBALE 

England’s inability to develop 
the fluid and adventurous rugby 
abend winch talk has been cheap 
waa yesterday Warned -as most 
of England’s ills have been over 
recent years - on the standard 
of the club rugby which is sup- 
posed to prepare players for in- 
ternational matches! 

In Jack Rowell's absence an- 
other selector, John EUioti, 
was belatedly summoned to 
Twickenham yesterday to face 
a press conference arranged by 
the Rugby Football Union. 
Elliott said the widely con- 
demned performance in beat- 
ing Western Samoa 27-9 would 
not deflect Rowell from his 
ambition to be ambitious. The 
manager had appeared to sug- 
gest England would have to 
revert to more tried, tested 
and more boring means. 

"It’s not easy to sit there hear- 
ing the England side booed," 
Elliott said. “We are looking for 
a more ambitious game than we 
have in the past. It is, however, 
difficult to put that style into 
practice and it’s also not being 
helped by the fact that a lot of 
our players in their league dubs 
are not having the opportunity 
week-in week-out to play that 
type of game.” 

Elliott, the RFU's national 
pi ayerdevdopment officer and 
a former England reserve 
hooker, might have added that 
such is the way the season is 
structured most England 
players had not had the oppor- 
tunity to play any type of rugby 
during the four weeks since the 
defeat by South Africa. 

As his eight years as a selec- 
tor span both the Geoff Cooke 
and Rowell eras, Elliott will 
recall Cooke condemning the 
quality of English dub rugby as 
long ago as the end of the 1990 
tour to Argentina. Managers 
both then and now identified 
the need for an intermediate 
level and, though the RFU yes- 
terday formally announced the 
abolition of the r Divisional 
Championship, this is not the 
end of divisional rugby. 


Tony Hallett, the RFU sec- 
retary, said that as well as the 
visit already scheduled by 
Argentina, there would almost 
certainly be a second autumn 
Test against unnamed oppo- 
nents - thought to be New 
Zealand - and there might 
even be a third. In addition, 
regular lours by leading south- 
ern-hemisphere provincial 
sides, arranged by the RFU 
rather than on the present ad- 
hoc basis, would begin next 
season. 

All of which may just help 
Rowell and Elliott. “With the 
skills of the players we have, we 
have to be more patient," Elliott 
said. “When Geoff came in he 
was left with such a poor base 
he literally had. to reach players 
to do certain things. 

That includes decision- 
making and I don't think deci- 
sion-making comes easily to 
Englishmen. We have to get 
more decision -makers, partic- 
ularly at Nos 8, 9 and 10." 

One decision that will soon 
be taken is whether the member 
dubs of the RFU will go along 
with the International Board by 
abandoning the word amateur. 
It may come as a surprise to find 
this still needs doing, but the 
special general meeting in 
Binmnfihaxzi on 14 January will 
at least have the unanimous rec- 
ommendation of the RFU 
committee to accept the fait 
accompli. 

Hallett and the union's pres- 
ident, Bill Bishop, said yester- 
day that they did not anticipate 
a small clubs* uprising. “If 
there were a backlash from the 
grass roots we would be in 
some trouble," Bishop said. “1 
don’t want to be the president 
when this great union breaks 
“P-" 

■ Mark Ring, the former 
Stales midfield player, has with- 
drawn from his transfer to West 
Hartlepool after accepting a job 
as a development officer with 
Cardiff. The Welsh champions 
have appointed Terry Holmes, 
the former scrum-half, as senior 
coach in succession to Alex 
Evans,- who has gone -home-la 
be coaching director of the 
Australian Rugby Union. 


Brawl on ice comes 
under police scrutiny 


Ice hockey 


STEVE PINDER 

Police investigations into the 
brawl between Durham Wasps 
and Sheffield Steelers have put 
the British Ice Hockey Associ- 
ation’s response on ice. 

Durham Wasps’ 6-6 draw 
against Sheffield Steelers was 
overshadowed by an incident 
half-way through the game 
when Wasps' Ross Lambert re- 
ceived an eye injury after a dash 
with Steelers’ Nicky Chirm. 
Lambert needed nearly 20 
stitches and Chinn was thrown 
out of the game. He was then 
questioned by local police and 
released on bail with any deci- 


KP withdraw 
after summer 
of discontent 

Athletics 

British athletics has lost the 
sponsor of its two biggest meet- 
ings, KP Foods, who have 
decided not to exercise an 
option to renew a two-year 
agreement worth around £2m. 

KP were unhappy with the 
controversy surrounding the 
London Grand Prix at Crystal 
Palace and the AAA Champ- 
ionships in Birmingham this 
summer. 

However Tony Ward, the 
British Athletic Federation’s 
spokesman, said yesterday a 
deal with a replacement sponsor 
had been “signed and sealed" . 

“The new sponsors will match 

What KP did," Ward said. 
“These two are big money meet- 
ings and need a lot of promo- 
tion, especially this season." 

Linford Christie, Colin Jack- 
son and John Regis missed the 
Grand Prix this summer becaure 
of a pav dispute vrith the British 
Aihletic Federation and the 
attendance was badly hit. 

In Birmingham a week later 
Christie came under fire when 

he was allowed to run in the ItM 

metres final as a guest after fait- 
iog to qualify; and Jackson 
upset officials after pulling on! 
after one round of the 100m 
with a groin muscle injury, then 
winning a sprint hurdles race m 
Italy 24 hours later. 


sion on charges to be taken in 
the New Year. 

Chinn, dismissed for exces- 
sive rough play, is automatically 
banned for three matches and 
the British Ice Hockey Asso- 
ciation will decide on any 
further disciplinary action after 
the police have made their 
decision. 

Given that Durham Wisps’ 
Rick Brebant was recently 
banned for 12 matches after a 
dash left his opponent needing 
extensive mouth-stitching, it is 
unlikely the p unishm en t will be 
less. It could be considerably 
more given that the loss of an 
eye through a stick wielded in 
anger could have ended Lam- 
bert’s career. 



Chair leaders: Cleveland Browns fans vent their anger over the team's move after the last match at the Municipal Stadium on Sunday 
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Browns’ move catches the modern mood 


Some wept. Others cursed Be- 
fore the game started, instead 
of tearing tickets ushers 
stamped them with a com- 
memorative seal. When it was 
over, out on the Dawg Pound 
bleachers where the fans are the 
fiercest and the winds from 
Lake Erie the most frigid they 
let off firecrackers and hurled 
rows of andent wooden seats on 
to the field. And everyone 
wanted to get their hands round 
the throat of Art Model!, own- 
er of the Browns, betrayer of the 
entire city of Cleveland and un- 
derstandably nowhere to be 
seen. 

This year of 1995 has been 
one to drive the best adjusted 
Cleveland sports fan into the 
arms of his psychiatrist Just two 
months ago there was the jov- 
ons spectacle of the Indians, 
baseball's eternal laughing 
stock, turning history on its 
head and reaching the World 
Series for the first time in 40 
years. Now. instead of raptur- 
ous disbelief, terminal despair. 

Sporting goods stores across 
the city are knee deep in unsold 
Browns bric-a-brac. But who 
wants to buv a dead man’s 


America's major sports are at the mercy of the franchise owners and there is no 
room for romance - the team goes where the money is. Rupert Cornwell reports 


clothes? The Geveland Browns, 
pan of the landscape of north- 
ern Ohio for half a century, 
among the oldest, most famous 
and well supported franchises 
in the National Football League 
arc leaving town - uprooted by 
their owner and the irresistible 
appeal of mega-bucks in Balti- 
more. Such though is the norm 
in this era of the wandering US 
major league sports franchise. 

On Sunday the Browns 
played their 344th and almost 
certainly their last game at 
Cleveland's Municipal Stadium, 
that gelid sandstone cavern 
better known as the Mistake By 
The Lake, lovable precisely be- 
cause it was so awful. The game 
was an all-Ohio affair against 
the Cincinnati Bengals. R>r the 
record the Browns won 26-10, 
their first win in six games since 
Modcll did the deed with Bal- 
timore. Theoretically, NFL 
owners could veto the move 
when they meet next month. 
Just possibly Congress will pass 
a proposed “Fan Protection 


Act" that would have the same 
effect. The Cleveland city 
fathers, meanwhile, are taking 
Modell to court in a last ditch 
effort to make him honour a 
lease which runs until 1993. 

In fact, however, it will take 
not an Act of Congress but an 
Act of God to prevent the 
Browns from becoming merely 
the latest casualties of the 
demented but ruthless sporting 
economics that are sending 
tremors through the established 
orders of not just American 
football, but hockey and base- 
ball as well. Art Modell claims 
to lose more than Slrtm (£iim) 
a year on the Browns at anti- 
quated Municipal Stadium. Bal- 
timore however has virtually 
guaranteed him annual profits 
of S30m - not to mention the 
privilege of playing in a brand- 
new purpose built arena, whose 
SZflOm bfll is being footed by the 
taxpayers of Baltimore and Ihc 
state of Maiy land. A generous 
bridging loan form a local bank 
is even taking care of the mov- 


ing costs. And there is nothing 
Geveland cun do about iL. 

Forget Senators. Congress- 
men and the mightiest big city 
mayor. They are putty in the 
hands of the true dictators of 
modem America, the owners of 
the major league sports fran- 
chises. The reason is quite sim- 
ple: there are too few teams for 
the dues that would like to have 
one. Hence a bidding war and 
from the owners' point of view, 
the seller's market to end them 
ail. 

No matter dial week in. week 
out for five decades. 70,«)00 
Clevelanders have turned out 
on Sunday afternoons to cheer 
the Browns. Such loyalty counts 
as nothing against die huge 
revenues to be generated from 
the SlOO.OOO-a-vear skytoxes for 
corporate dignitaries, with 
which any modem stadium nec- 
essarily bristles. Too late did 
Geveland wake up to the fact 
Last month, the city approved 
a $175m “sin tax" on alcohol 
and cigarettes, to modernise 


Municipal Stadium. A couple of 
days earlier. Model! had signed 
up" with Baltimore. 

There is at least a certain 
rough justice in the destination. 
Back in 1984 Baltimore was at 
the wrong end of its own team 
relocation, which hit home like 
this one - when the Baltimore 
Colts were moved, literally 
overnight, to Indianapolis. Now 
such moves threaten to be- 
come commonplace. “If the 
Browns can go, then no pro- 
fessional sports team is safe," in- 
sists Michael White. 
Cleveland s Mayor, with some 
justification. 

As the final whistle sounded 
in Geveland and Browns play- 
ers ran over to salute the Dawg 
Pound faithful a final time, the 
Houston Oilers were playing 
perhaps their final NFL game ai 
the ageing Astrodome before 
switching to Nashville, where a 
state of the art S290m arena 
awaits. The Tampa Bay Bucca- 
neers and .Arizona Cardinals 
may he on the move as well. In 


hockey', teams from Winnipeg 
and Quebec have migrated south 
of the 49th parallel. -And only an 
anti-trust exemption dating from 
1922 prevents a complete re- 
drawing of the baseball map. 

The” Houston Astros, the 
Pittsburgh PiraLesand the Min- 
nesota Twins are among teams 
which would move if they could. 
Indeed, the Astros ownership 
had signed away the team to a 
North Virginia investors' group, 
before the deal was vetoed by 
the league. Even the most 
famous franchise of them all. 
the New York Yankees, could 
be in danger. George Stein- 
brenner, the Yankees" owner, 
threatens to take the team from 
Yankee Stadium in the Bronx, 
its home for 72 years, to the rich- 
er pastures of New Jersey un- 
less he gels a new arena - paid 
for. naturally, by the taxpayer. 

But even for Cleveland, all is 
not lost. The Bengals are said 
to be angling for a new stadium 
in Cincinnati. If they do not get 
one. their rumoured destination 
is ... Geveland. Enter therefore 
the Cleveland Bengals. True, 
they won't be the Browns. Bui 
at Feast it is a team. 


Switzer taking centre stage in Dallas drama 


MATT TENCH 


After the fortnight he's had, 
Barry Switzer was grateful just to 
win, but Sunday's defeat of the 
New York Giants will do little to 
c a l m the clamour in Dallas. True 
the Cowboys ended a two-game 
losing streak with a 21-20 \ictory, 
but it needed a Chris Boniol field 
goal as time ran out to do so, and 
the feeling grows that Switzer’s 
side, overwhelming favourites 
to win the Super Bowl six weeks 
ago, remain in some thing ap- 
proaching crisis. 


To pul some perspective on 
the scoreline it should be re- 
membered that the Giants had 
been thrashed at home by the 
Cowboys on the opening day of 
the season, since when they have 
posted another eight defeats, a 
dismal return that has put their 
bead coach Dan Reeves's job in 
sev ere jeopardy. 

However the Cowboys have 
began to look vulnerable since 
the defeat ty the San Francisco 
49ers a month ago, with Switzer 
widely blamed for the losses. The 
Giants threatened a third in a 
row, and held the lead for most 


of the game thanks to the rush- 
ing of Rodney Hampton, who 
accumulated a career-high 1ST 
yards against a defense that was 
once thought among the league's 
elite. 

Emmin Smith managed a 
touchdown, to tie the NFL 
record for a season at 24, but oth- 
erwise the Cowboys were kept 
out of the end zone, and it need- 
ed five Boniol field goals, the last 
from 35 yards, to secure victory. 

it will do little to cool the heat 
on Switzer. Dallas fans grew- ac- 
customed in the Jimmy' Johnson 
era to having one of the 


shrewdest coaches in the 
league. They are not so keen on 
a representative from the other 
end of the scale. 

Talking of Johnson, his 
chances of starling next season 
as the new head coach of the 
Miami Dolphins increased sig- 
nificantly as the present in- 
cumbent! the Legendary' Don 
Shula (as he is almost invariably 
described ) watched his team lose 
to the Buffalo Bills. Thurman 
Thomas proved a familiar 
nemesis, rushing for 148 yards 
and notching a pair of TDs. 

The game was level at 20-20 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Graf’s father stays in jail 

Hamits 


Steffi Grafs father failed yes- 
terday with another attempt to 
get out of prison while public 
prosecutors investigate allega- 
tions that the family evaded mil- 
lions of pounds in taxes. A 
judge in Mannheim ruled that 
Peter Graf should stay in prison 
in case he fled the country or 
interfered with, the evidence 
daring the investigation.- 

Graf, who has managed his 
daughter’s finances since early 
in her career, was detained last 
August. He made the new 
request to be released at a 
hearing last Friday. 

Steffi Graf, whose lifetime 
earnings of are thought to be 
more than 100m marks (£45m), 


has already deposited DM20m 
marks to cover taxes investiga- 
tors believe may have been 
evaded. Prosecutors have so far 
seen no need to arrest her. But 
they argued against the release 
of Peter Graf, saying he would 
not be in jail unless it were 
necessaiy. . 

His lawyer, Steffen Ufer, had 
seemed confident after last 
week's hearing in Mannbeim 
that Graf would be freed this 
week in lime for Christmas. 

■ Oaire Taylor, the 1993 
national junior champion from 
Oxfordshire, is seeded second 
behind Julia Lutrova, of Russia, 
in the British Women's Tennis 

Association Christmas Tourna- 
ment at Queen's Gub, London, 
from IS- 21 December. 


Herbert signs for Sauber 

Motor racing 


Johnny Herbert, the British 
Grand Prix winner, will race 
alongside Germany’s Heinz- 
Harald Frentzen for the Ford- 
powered Sauber team in 1996. 

Herbert, who also won this 
year’s Italian Grand Prix for 
Benetton, will have his first 
test with Sauber at the Le 
CasteHet track in southern 
France later this week. 

Peter Sauber. the team chief, 
said: “We have taken the 
decision after careful consid- 
eration. We feel he will be able 
to make a. very positive contri- 
bution to our team after his 
mod results ths season and with 


the experience of 80 grands prix 
behind him. 

“Wfe will start 1996 with a new 
car and a promising new engine, 
the Ford Zetec-R V10. and we 
are very happy to have a second 
strong driver in Johnny Herbert 
with Heinz-Harald Frentzen/' 

Herbert said: “They proved 
in 1995 they can be highly com- 
petitive in Formula One. I will 
try my very hardest to help the 
team join the lop ranks of 
grand prix racing next season." 

Herbert's career has been 
marked by disappointments 
and moves after a big accident 
inun International F3000 race 
in 1988 left him with badly- 
smashed ankles. 


American football 

NFU Buffalo 23 Miami 20: CarcAoa 21 Ai- 
tanu 17: Ctireagj 31 Tampa Baj 10. Ckto- 
tand 26 Cincinnati 10: Deiron J4 jacwcrwnie 
0. Houston 23 NY jets 6: Pmmowib 21 An- 
zona 20: Washingran 35 Si Louis 23: Dallas 
21 NY Guns 20: San Dtego 27 inaaraB©- 
as 24; Kansas City 2Q Denver 17: Seattle 4J 
Oakland 10. 

AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
EASTERN DIVISION 

W 

•Buffalo 10 

tndanapoBs ........ 8 

Miami - . 8 

New England 6 


WESTERN DIVISION 
■San Francisco ... 10 4 

Atlanta 6 7 

Carolina 7 6 

St Louis 7 8 

Now ONeons 6 9 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


L 

5 

7 
9 

NY Jets 3 12 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

-PtttUmrBh 11 4 

Ctncfamao ... 6 9 

Houston 6 9 

10 
12 


PF 

333 

321 

3£i7 

237 

233 


WESTON DIVISION 

mom City... .12 

Oakland - .8 

SaatUe.... — B 

San Otago— —6 


388 

322 

320 

268 

251 


33T 

320 

360 

29-s 

3S7 


8 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL COHERENCE 
EASTERN DIVISION 

tUolas - - -11 4 0 398 

tPhfladelpMa TO 5 0 304 

WaaMagtOO _..<> 10 0 30b 

NY Gloat* —5 JO 0 273 

Aitteoe.... — 4 Li o 26? 

CENTRAL DIVtSION 

tOrean Bay .. 10 5 0 360 

Qatrctt - _9 6 0 389 

Minnesota 8 6 0 3% 

CfecttiO -8 7 0 372 

Tampa Bay 7 8 0 228 


PA 

307 

309 

310 
367 
372 

303 

350 

?07 

332 

363 

233 

301 

340 

307 

317 


278 

318 

342 

313 

385 

295 

326 

321 

316 

298 


Basketball 

British hasfcetbafl may tie restructured 
m a move that would create a stronger 
national team. The English, Sxjffish and 
VNtelsh associations are negotiating a deaf 
which would amalgamate them into one 
side in time tor the 199 T European 
Championships. Delegates from the 
three associations will meet next on 30 
January. 

NBA: Toronto 110 Orlando 93: Plt.laeeiDhra 
101 htinri'tfota 9ft Warrantee 84 Irvkaro SO. 
Cleveland 92 Onmi 79; Wssrongion 112 Port- 
land 100. 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
ATLANTIC DIVISION 

W 


393 

200 

MIDWEST DIVtSION 





287 

307 

377 

346 

San Antonio — 

—13 






ll 

- 6 


6 

7 

12 

14 

14 

20 


.nr? 

■SSI' 

.650 2*2 
.455 6 Hi 
.333 9 

.:<w 

130 14 


PACIFIC DIVISION 
Seattle — 


25 


Golden Stain 

IA CUppers 


— 14 
— 12 
— 11 

-9 


7 .682 

7 .667 J-J 

12 .500 4 

11 .900 4 

11 .450 E 

14 .364 7 

15 _J48 7V S 


Ortando M ^ 

18 


— 12 

uwh^zr — 


NewMrMy 

, <U 

^NTRAl DIVISION 


ii 


n 







Toronto——. 



Pc* 

750 

.739 

.571 

.524 

.524 

460 


GB 

S*i 

545 

7 


.905 

.524 8 

.500 Bis 
.478 9 

.458 9 1 : 
.409 10»& 
350 11*! 
.320 13 


Football 

(7.30 unless stated! 

ENDSLBGH INSURANCE LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 

Peterborough t Swrkpwt 17.65) 

TWRD DIVISION 

Fdhwn vCanWT i?.45i 

Hereford v Scunthorpe 

BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION 

Mortenwri v Rangers [fi.0) 

THIRD DIVISION 

East Swung wNDwn 

GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE: Northmen v 
TeHonJ 77.451 

UNSOND LEAGUE Premier UMNO* Marine 


ley V BOGSOn LW Pr ncl d xrf fc Cup ftst round: 
Adwncn lr u Win on Albion, RaddifTe Eta- 

ouflh v Spennymocr. 


BEAZER HOMES LEAGUE Premier Division: 

Sudan Albion j Salisbury <7.45> Southern 
Dtvtakm: Fleet v Newowt loWi. Dr Martens 
Cup second round: Gravesend v Crarfev: 
Rothweil v King’s Lvwi. Second round 
replaye astern v Evesuam; Trovronage v 
Bawtey. 

K3S LEAGUE Premier Dtvbtan: Hayes v Si 
Atons; Hendon vHiffiMn Brst Divieion: Uy 
ton Pennant v Thame 1 7.45J. TMrtl Division: 
Windsor v Knjpauy. GwtSan bwaanea Ctgi 
third round: AU?isfxa vBrsenamWaut Bsg 
: rigsi£ne v Martov. Cantos Cup second 
round: Enfaen v YeaCng rtejmjge v manage: 
Super U'P v Atmgcon Tc*vn; wafion and Her- 
snam -. hanfiSfonian f7.45l. Carlton Trophy 
second round: Sansiead v Cambeitey. 
Caih«y Island v Collier Ron: Wr.enhoe < 
Leighton i7.45>. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Rr« Di- 
vtstorc Boode v CMheroe; Kidsgr&re vTrat- 
leva; Mane Roan v Pwrnm tT.iS*. 

INTERLINK EXPRESS MDLANDS ALLIANCE: 

V«aM*aan3s Petal/ BottnereSiMWiacf&. 


Equestrianism 

OLYMPIA SHOWJUMPING CHAMPIONSHIPS: 
Snowman Sh Bar: 1 GandonSA IH Sunan. Auli 
clew n J\i iwjno: 2- BKie Be.ru <P Chenes. Ml. 
Enemsi fiandi U Wnft&fcer. Gfll. Dpaso fttf-J nan 
e*r S.-TiiE, new* 4 tauns 4m touno Ctanet- 
nw Eve Fouil and one 1 Ewres Mv Mmeuf 
IV Whitaker. GEi 2CTOS. ae.6l9Ms: 2 Sprene 
Me IL Beertwjrn, Geo 20. 47.74; 3 MiShTr St* 
■n Smor. 6fli 20. 4&M. no Everts Puiirance: 
1 Safrat >G Goosen. gbi clear in sin mono: 2 
San paaigpano Mata (FSiooinaak. fcrj 4 tune 
m 5ir rcuod. 3= Hermanns ImagnaDon 10 Beo- 
e-. Gen. Sarwee oe &ss* IH Gooigpan, Fn 4 nun* 
Ii 4ln njurtf 


Golf 

JOHNNIE WALKER WORli) CHAMPIONSHIP 
IMontego Bay. Inmo te aj: 278 F COuDK* lUS) 
70 £.7 71 71 l Paoeru its. 70 70 70 ®3: V 
SmfT (ftfif £9 68 72 70 iCoupfcs »cn otay-cvr 
ai 2nd eas rata. Cocchm wns £358. 703; Ttaws 
and Sev?i HU1 1163.047 each'. 285 S L an£or 
1&H1 71 73 73 6E: M Ceieattcetiia lUSi 72 70 
70 n irs.ctiltxfil. 288 p Mckobor lUSi 72 
72 72 72. W Rdev tAusi 6£ 71 76 75: A Cejiffl 


JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier DM- 

skm: V.'isMCh v Swam; Wrouwre » Dus 

HEREWARD UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE 
CUP Third round: Stewarts end Ufods Corby 
v Boome; StotfaU v WOolton. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE First Dt- 
visioA: Ringmer v Ha khan. 

LEAGUE OF WALES LEAGUE CUP Fkst 
round: Bargpr City v Conwy. 

FA YOUTH CUP Third round: Portsmouth v 
WdrimL 

P0NT1NS LEAGUE First Division: Everton v 
Sttfeki Wednesday r7.0t. Second Division: 
Rotherham v Bradford (7.01. TWrd Division: 
Chatrerteui v Buiy (7.0). 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Hist 
DM&ion: West Ham * Watford (7.0'. 


in the fourth quarter when David 
White picked off Dan Marino’s 
pass to set up the winning field 
goal. "I wish 1 could give you a 
reason why we continue to lose 
games we should win. bui 1 
can't," Marino said. “I made a 
mistake on the interception. 1 
wish I had the pass back.” 
Victory gave the Bills their 
sixth AFC East title in eight 
years, and though the Dolphins 
can still make the play-offs 
their chances of making sub- 
stantial progress, given the 
□umber of away victories that 
would now involve, appear slim. 


73 75 55 7b IL5S.43! eatfti. 2B9 N Fal 
do >GB: 74 75 72 68: c EB iSAJ 79 73 66 71 
<£48.261 escM. 290 P SefflM iAuS. 77 70 71 
72; P Azm«f lUS. 75 74 68 73. 291 L awn 
fUS) 75 73 74 69 292 B Mayt at (US' 75 73 
66 76 293 D Ouvai (USl 72 77 70 74 296C 
Mwnpnmene [GHi 75 72 72 77: 5 Tarrant* iGSi 
77 75 67 77. 301 T tzawa i Jawmi 80 71 72 78. 
324 jCW>iUSi 806084 80 Wtthdrcw: A For- 
brand iSwel 

LEADING 1995 MONEY-WINNERS: 1 C Pawn 
(USl £1.606.514: 2 C Monif&mene iGBl 
£1372.356: 3 J Ozah Dopant U.291.866: 4 
G Normal lAuti £ 1.266.449: 5 B Unpci I GOT I 
£1.183.144: G 5 EAungmn fi.f70.033. 
SONY WORLD RANKINGS Lf«<Ung positions: 
LG Norran IAlej 2£97R3. 2 N Once 2kiu lb.26; 
3 B Linger (Gar. 15.68: 4 E Els iSAl 13.98: 6 
C Manojpmene >GBi 13BC: B C Pawn <U8i 1356: 
7NF&U0.GB. 13.16 Saladed: 15 S Tcrnarc* 

■ GBi 8 .28: 41 1 ivoosnam >GBi 5 3L 


Hockey 

FRIENDLY (Cairo): Great Bntan 5 Eqy?l Air 2. 
INDOOR cum CHAMPtONSHP DRAW PrelHn- 
liuvy rounds (13 and 14 January): PartSsMlI, 
Worcester. Bartad Toen. Evca^tt. 

fireetran*. Hun arid Sciffpon. East Orlmtead 
HC: East GnnstaW. Leontirista, OU LugWians. 
FtcdPraJEtr ana Itlnra. S: Atoan- era West lend on 
r^3n4e n HE Three Irom each ctntrr to (Jj 
rt' Pntec a Qyslii Pjlxv or 9 FeO 

Ice hockey 

NHL Vancouw&r 4 Ottaara I; R-nl3delDhio 6 
PmsOurgh S. Toronto 3 Anaheim ~ lev. Dal- 
las 4 San Jose 2: Chicago 3 Winnipeg 1. 
BRITISH LEAGUE Piemter DrvttOocv CantiK 10 
Milton Kri’WS 5 Dumjm 6 ZturltgM 5. StouH' 
6 File 10: Cardifl 15 Humbmde 5. MJUn Kovncs 

6 We 7; rtewcastie 3 Notongfcm 8 rind DM- 

sian: Cwmrfc 12 SoNUi 4; Cudotord S Bnirng- 
rum 3. MurayfcM 0 Peierocirsugh 8: kwdev Lb 
Chrtmsiord 3: Tenon) & Suwiea 5: BU<*bum 

7 CNetmfitad 1; Dunines 7 Pactev 3. GuRdbrd 
4 BracKneB 4. MjncOeStai IS (Vleroorou^i 1; 
Medway 2 Suwidon 9. MurrT.'fMd b Tedarn 10: 
Sotfcuti 15 BJmcham 6 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
NORTHEAST THVISIDN 


For Shula only a Super Bow] ap- 
pearance may save his jut*. 

The Los Angeles. Raiders 
3re also seeing a promising 
season vanish before their eyes, 
the 44-10 defeat in Seattle was 
their fifth in a row. and their 
biggest defeat in nine years. 

Cruising in the opposite 
direction are the Detroit Lions, 
whose 44-H spanking of the 
Jacksonville Jaguars was their 
sixth win in a row. It is a 
measure of their more well- 
rounded attacking approach 
that Barn’ Sanders was only re- 
quired to rush for 76 yards. 


Chicago 13 12 

Winnipeg 14 15 

Dallas. 10 13 

PACIFIC DIVISION 

Colorado IS 10 

Los Angeles 13 Vi 

Armhelni lj 16 

Vancouver 10 12 

Edmonton 10 Id 

Catgary 7 IS 

San Jose 6 23 


7 104 9Sr 33 

3 117 117 31 

c ei 95 a 

4 139 OS 40 
e 105 3C*f. 32 

5 104 106 29 

6 lub L12 28 

6 S7 :24 26 

7 83 734 21 
4 '34 14y 16 


Rttgby League 


STONES CENTENARY CHAMPIONSHIP 

iKds v Lcnton Broncos i7 30t. 



W L 

T GF 

GAPTS 

Pittsburgh — 

— 20 7 

3 151 

95 

43 

Montreal — _ 

10 7 

0 S3 

47 

20 

Hartford 

7 8 

1 :u 

50 

IS 

Buffalo— — 

7 9 

1 51 

53 

16 

Ottawa — 

—6 10 

0 46 

57 

12 

Boston — — - 

—5 9 

: 54 

61 

12 

ATlAffTlC DIVtSION 




Fkxtda ■ ■ 

23 8 

2 117 

79 

48 

PhHaddphia . 

-..21 8 

4 123 

80 

46 

NY Ranger* 20 10 

5124 

99 

45 

Washington . 

.—14 13 

3 83 

80 

31 

Tampa Bay — 

13 Id 

5 00 

107 

31 

New Jersey— 

—13 16 

3 ft, 

»‘l 

29 

NY Islanders 7 20 

4 87 

123 

13 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 




CENTRAL WVIStON 




Detroit 

—211 7 

2 11B 

EB 

44 

Toronto— 

—17 10 

5105 


39 

St Louis 

—Id 13 

S 85 

89 

33 


Rugby League 

Maunoe Liwmv. tria Rup^y Footoau U^cue 
tr.ict uecutiv.'. nos awm named irau^un-! 
chairman ol me Vrorij Sneer ItagjL* 
Inir^tnatponai Boora. The Bniisn cruet «.ae 
appomied at iri MstoriC meeang of U*7 
Super League nancs m Svdnej .ri'st-r.la.. 
rvhen the rwv.- board v.aj esUtNicned. 


Rugby Union 

The Welsh RugUv Union are to introduce 
en ewnmeniaj new toumameru in ihe 
New Year. The WRU Uidvreet* Corooe- 
ution has been designed to encourage 
dubs to play attacking and positive rug- 
by and mat Is reflected in a number of 
rule changes: su points will be award- 
ed formes, conversions will be banned 
and penalty kicks will only be allowed 
for acts of f out piav and offside. Cfubs 
will be spirt into tour pods of four teams 
with ihe winners of each pool progressing 
IQ a semi -final on 27 February. The com- 
petition will start on 9 January, Mien 
Pomypool host Cross he^-s arid Aber- 
cynon mee; Blama. The final is set to 
take place cm 12 March. 

Sailing 

Bntam, represented by the Royal Ocean 
Racing Qub. finished las.? in a short 50 
mile inshore race against teams com- 
peting for the Southern Cross Cup in 
Sidney. Australia. The Australen national 
team continues to lead from a region- 
al to consisting of tnree boas from vic- 
toria. with the local Middle Hafbour'ftcht 
Oub in rhirri place. Four more inshc^e 
races are due tote completed this »veev. 
and the senes finishes with me Sydney 
to Hobert race starting on Boong Da;,. 

Table tennis 

EUROPEAN WOMEN'S CU1B CUP OF CHAM- 
PIONS (Tamotinsc. PoU: CreKH-Siniha iPrti v 
BfL bitw rEnFJ Sm£t«s fpiarter-rmat (BR 
Grove nones ttrsti: A Sroe m U iae Lmc 21 
14 1 7-21 2117; A HA ui Lwj: Nd 21-1B 21- 
12: L Lfmat Dt a uerags 21-1-s 21-15 
DocOies: Lonvfc jrui Holt 0; u sn-i a jenuuv^ 
21-17 6-21 21-14. 
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Venables close to new contract 




The Football Association is fi- 
nalising plans to extend Terry 
Venables' contract as England 
coach to 1999. 

Venables had talks with the 
FA’s chief executive, Graham 
Kelly, at this weekend's Euro- 
pean Championship draw in 
Birmingham to dfecoss a proposal 
by the chairman. Sir Bert Mfl- 
tichip, to keep him at the helm 
until after the 1998 World Cup. 

They plan a further meeting 
in the next few days and that 
could complete the negotiations 
to secure Venables' position, 
which has been the subject of 
speculation following the coach’s 
recent court appearance. 


“It is entirely correct that Ter- 
ry had an informal meeting 
with Graham in Birmingham 
and I understand that they will 
be talking again later this 
week,” David Davies, the FA’s 
public affairs executive, said. 

\fenabtes, eager to lake up the 
challenge set in Fans last week 
when England were drawn 
against Italy, Poland, Georgia 
and Moldova in the World Dip 
qualifying campaign, wanted 
nis future secured in advance of 
the Euro *96 finals. After Eng- 
land were pitched against Scot- 
land, the Netherlands and 
Switzerland in Sunday's draw, be 
is confident he can conjure a 
home performance next summer 
to justify MHiichip’s faith. 

But opposition from within the 


15-strong International Com- 
mittee could prevent the quick 
approval of a deal negotiated on 
tne initiative of the chairman, ^ v&o 
wiD retire as \fenables begins his 
extra three years. There was an 
undercurrent of discontent in 
Birmingham, with the commit- 
tee determined to haw their say 
and puzzled by the rush to sign 
him up before they have their 
next meeting, which is sched- 
uled for the end of January. 

Charlie Thomas, a veteran 
committee member, described 
Venables as “an embarrass- 
ment" after his latest court ap- 
pearances, when he lost one suit 
brought by Jeff Fugler but sur- 
vived a meeting with the Offi- 
cial Receiver. Some of 
Thomas’s colleagues share his 


concern 3 bout Venables’ off- 
field activities and they certainly 
believe the FA should wait un- 
til the Premier League inquiry 
into transfer dealings makes its 
expected report next month. 

The extraneous payments 
made around Tottenham’s sign- 
ing of Teddy Sheringhara from 
Nottingham Forest, which Ven- 
ables confirmed in the Central 
London County Court last 
Thursday, are one issue. Ven- 
ables also faces a move by the 
Department of Trade and In- 
dustry to disb ar him as a com- 
pany director, and has further 
litigation, including libel ac- 
tions, coming up. 

Millichip, who retires after 
next summer’s championships, 
masts that nothing has emerged 


from what Venables describes 
as “a conspiracy” to under- 
mine the FA investigations that 
deared him before his initial ap- 
pointment. 

“I am entirely happy with the 
way England are gomg. I think 
Tcny is on the right lines and I 
don’t want him going into the 
European Championship think- 
ing he is going to get the sack, 
because he is not,” he said. 

However, even this FA lime is 
losing its unity. “Would yoa give 
your manager a new, improved 
contract when all he has done 
is take you through the pre- 
liminaries?” aid one influential 
official in Birmingham. 

Noel White, the committee's 


abies has proved himself in the 
heat of battle and several com- 


that his England record is hard- 
ly overwhelming. He has won 
only six out of 14 completed 
friendlies, though he has lost just 
one, to world champtons Brazil 
His predecesor, Graham Thy- 


lor, did even better, winning 10 
and losme just one of his first 


chairman, is uneasy at making 
that commitment before Ven- 


and losing just one of his first 
14 games, and five of those 
games were competitive. 

“Of course the Internation- 
al Committee's views are taken 
into consideration and any de- 
cision taken obviously needs 
their approval," Davies said 
vest erday. 

White holds the key. M3- 
fr-hi p and Kelly are convinced 
Vfenahks is the right man for the 


future. If they can persuade the 
Liverpool director, the com- 
mittee would avoid setting a 
precedent by rejecting* unan- 
imous proposal presented fay the 
FA chairman, chief executive 
and then own chairman. 

■ Scotland are to receive few- 
er than 10,000 tickets for next 
June's Euro "96 game against 
England at Wembley. Euro *96 
o fficials confirmed yesterday 
that the first EnglandhScotland 
match for seven yean is already 
a 76,000 sell-out. There is like- , 
ly to be an increase of only a cou- 
ple of thousand, if any, on 
Scotland's original 7,000 alloca- 
tion for the match on 15 June. 

Scotland may receive greater 
allocations for their two games 
at Villa Park agamst the Ncther- 



Vftnabfoa: Eriks continue 


binds on 10 June and Switzer- 
land on 18 June, although tick- 
ets- are selling fast at the 
Birmingham venue. Tickets 
have been on sale since Octo- 
ber last year and with people 
knowing England were to play 
at 'Wfcmbtey it was inevitable that 
these games would prove more 
popular than other venues. 


Merry-go-round I George soars to an even greater height 


in full swing 


The managerial vacancies at 
Leicester and Norwich City ap- 
peared no closer to being filled 
yesterday, while Luton Town’s 
Teriy WfestJey became the lat- 
est managerial casualty. 

At Ganuw Road there was of- 
ficial confirmation that OTVeQTs 
assistan t, Paul Fr anklin, will 
take charge of the Norwich side 
for tomorrow night's Coca-Cola 
Cup replay at Bolton. 

But there was no comment 
from Filbert Street over reports 
that O’Neill could be about to 
move in. Mike TOdker, the for- 
mer Norwich and Eveiton man- 
ager, was interviewed by 
Leicester last week but he may 
now be approached by Luton. 

O'Neill’s resignation, fol- 
lowing a dispute over lack of 
funds with the chairman. 
Robert Chase, brought an an- 
gry reaction from fans. Chase, 
for his part, reiterated that 43- 


year-old O’Neill’s resignation 
had not been accepted, mean- 


had not been accepted, mean- 
ing that compensation will be 


due to the dub if O’Neill, ap- 
pointed in the summ er, accepts 
another offer. 

The Leicester chairman, 
Martin George, is away on busi- 
ness and a spokesman for the 
dub said it was too soon to com- 
ment on speculation. But 
O’Neill has made no secret of 
the fact that he very nearly ac- 
cepted the offer to join Leices- 
ter after Brian Little's departure 
last season and that the 
prospect of becoming manager 
at the dub did appeal to ban. 

If O’Neill does end up at Fil- 
bert Street, Wtiker could be on 
bis way to Kenilworth Road af- 
ter Westley’s troubled six- 
month tenure was offidaliy 
ended by “mutual consent”. 

West ley, who succeeded 
David Pleat in July, has steered 
Luton to just four wins in 22 
league games, with the flatters 
plunging to foe bottom of the 
First Division, and has run the 
gauntlet of angry fans. 

After announcing that Wsst- 


Le Saux resigned to 
missing Euro ’96 


Graeme Le Sara yesterday had 
to admit that his chances of 
playing in next summer’s Euro- 
pean Championship finals were 
remote. 

The England defender was 
carried off during Blackburn's 
1-0 victory over Middlesbrough 
at Ewood Park on Saturday. 
Yesterday, Le Saux’s agent, Jon 
Holmes, confirmed that the 
player sustained a broken tibia, 
a dislocated ankle and a rup- 
tured tendon in his right leg 


after landing awkwardly while 
making a challenge on Juninho 


making a challenge 
of Middlesbrough. 


Le Saux’s sister, Jeanette, ad- 
mitted that he has been left dev- 
astated by the news as he 
recuperates in the Highfield 
private hospital in Rochdale. 
After visiting him she said: 
“Obviously he’s very upset and 
distraught about it but he’s just 
got to come to terms with it like 
everyone else." 

It is the second time this sea- 
son that Le Saux has been side- 
lined by a serious ankle problem 
- he missed eight games when 
he suffered a nasty injury in the 
Premiership encounter with 
Coventry in September. 


ley -who has agreed a compen- 
sation package for the remanung 
seven months of his contract - 
had become the 15th manageri- 
al departure of the season Dswid 
Kohler, the Luton chairman, 
said: “I feel very sorry for Terry. 

“I wanted him to do well but 
we’ve spent more than T3m on 
players and are bottom of the 
Fust Division. Something dear- 
ly is wrong and something h^d to 
be done before it was too late." 

Westley’s 3sastant, the former 
Ipswich manager Mkk McGiv- 
en, was also shown the door by 
Kohler, who revealed he was 
looking to appoint a new man be- 
fore Saturday's game with Hud- 
dersfield. He refused to confirm 
orderly that 50-year-old Walker 
was in the frame but did say: *T 
want a man who has experience 
and can get us out of this diffi- 
cult situation. We wifi certainly 
not be promoting from within. 

“My phone has been ringing 
aD the time with men wanting the 
job. Some of them are well 
kno wn nam es. I shall be speak- 
ing to a couple of them today." 
■Graham Kelly, chief execu- 
tive of the Football Association, 
has launched an FA campaign 
to help English dubs in Euro- 
pean competition. If the plan is 
approved, dubs will have four 
days dear of domestic fixtures 
before European matches and 
the option of a bye in the two- 
leg Coca-Cola Cup second 
round. The proposals, which will 
require FA Premier League 
and Football League approval, 
have been made in response to 
complaints from dub managers 
about shortage of time available 
for preparations before Euro- 
pean matches. 

■ Aston Villa’s Dwight Yorke 
could be out until the middle of 
next month after having an op- 
eration on his broken nose. 
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ACROSS 


25 Aquiline pirate was in- 7 
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which perks you up? (3,4) 26 
5 Ben, worn out, at no age 27 
at aD? (3-4) 

9 Beat the un-English 

cheat? (5) ' 28 

10 One Frenchman joining a 
kind of body is unwise (9) 

11 Support Le. try changes of 

fitness (9) 1 

12 Writer’s given Church of 

England money (5) 2 

13 In which one takes steps 


qmsitive (4-5) 8 

Feature no cotton twill (5) 
Comparatively embar- 
rassed about European 14 


>Cs seen frequently (5) 
Obscure leading charac- 
ters changing a branch of 


animal (3,4) 

Could be frosty about new 16 
underwear (1-6) 


physics L 

To live m 


ive in canoe is unusual 


as honour (9) 

24-hour filibuster which 


some pupils find reward- 
ing^) 

Criminally into triad? This 
could be handed down (9) 
Worry about King’s siblin g 

Perhaps greyhounds after 
race will need food (3,4) 
Nagging old woman is 
frigid (5) 

Mean type of island in sea 
off France? (5) 

Become liable for popular 
type of dog (5) 


In which one takes steps 
to make effects of UV de- 


15 ?Hed wash, unsatisfactory 
in this? (9) 4 

18 Be levered awkwardly into 


18 Be levered awkwardly into 
summer house (9) 

19 Come to preacher for one 5 
to be dismissed (5) 

21 Joints of meat right out of 6 


ovens (5) 

23 Anti-Luddite? 


DOWN 17 

Bread’s just right, sound 
(3-1-3) 18 

Beafte’s representative 
comes up not having 20 

name of staff (9) 

A doctor’s hesitation see- 22 

ing warning of danger? (5) 
Cutter has anchor that’s 23 

awfully fine on tire inside 
(5-4) 24 

Something needed by 
baby when sleeping? (5) 
Strength of mind executor 
has? (9) 
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Reaching for the sky: Emma George, ZL, of Australia, used a borrowed pole when she cleared 428 metres to break her own pole vault -world 
record by three centimetres at a meeting in Perth, Australia Photograph: Tony. Ashby^AP 


Edberg calls time on 
Sweden’s golden era 


LONGINES 


Stefan Edberg' s retirement, an- 
nounced yesterday, a month 
before his 30th birthday, repre- 
sents more than the loss of a 
great player, it signifies the end 
of the golden age of Swedish 
tennis, which begim with tbe rise 
of the phenomenal Bjom Borg 
in the early 1970s. 

The London-based Edberg, 
who won the Wimbledon singles 
title in 1988 and 1990— the year 
be became world No 1 - also 
achieved two victories at both 
the United States and Aus- 
tralian championships. He last 
tasted success when Sweden 
won the Davis Cup in Moscow 
last December. After a decade 
ranked in the top 10, Edberg has 
slipped to No 23. 

“I thought it was best to an- 
nounce my decision now. Every- 
one keeps asking when Tm 
quitting. It will be in a year’s 
time, whether I'm ranked sec- 
ond or 100 in the world,” Ed- 
berg said. Edberg added that his 

last tournament would be the 
Stockholm Open in his native 
Sweden next November. 

Edberg, who formed the 
third link in a chain of success 
with Borg and Mats WHander, 
was a totally different type of 
player to the other two, decid- 


John Roberts 

reports on the final 
volley of a Grand 
Slam contender 


guage cost him a number of 
important matches. 

His coach, Ibny Pickard, 
from Nottingham, deservedly 
was given credit for coaxing the 
reserved Edberg to overcome 
“the droops" and lift his chin in 
adversity. His resilience was 
nevermore evident than during 
the 1992 United States Open. 

Having given a sublime per- 
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five hours and 26 minutes, a 
Grand Slam record. 

It was Chang who denied 
Edberg the one major title miss- 
ing from his collection, efimax- 

the 

fearing the Swede in the final, 
6-2 in the fifth seL Chang, aged 
17 and three months, emerged 
as the youngest male to win a 
Grand Slam singles title. 

Edberg, who won two of his 
three duels with Boris Becker 
in Wimbledon, finals, holds a 
unique record which began at 
the All England Club - he has 
participated in 50 consecutive 
Grand Slam tournaments. 

In a sport frequently beset by 
absenteeism among leading 
players, Edberg did not miss any 
of the four major champ- 
ionships, from defeating 
Christophe Roger-Vasselin, of 
France, in the first round at 
Wimbledon in 1983, to losing to 
Andre Agassi, of the United 
States, in the third round of this 
year’s US Open, when the 
Swede was unseeded for the 
first time in a decade. 

When the one hundred per 
cent attendance record began, 12 
wars ago, Edberg not only made 
his debut in the mam draws at 
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serve-volley style. Whereas 
Borg and WDander constructed 
points chiefly from the baseline, 
Heiberg’s net play has been 
one of the joys of the sport for 
the past 12 years. So, too, has 
his magnificent backhand, and 
his knack of spinning the sec- 
ond serve, so that the ball 
would “kick" away from oppo- 
nents, was another effective 
weapon. 

In common with Borg and 
WDander, Edberg had a sound 
temperament, but during his 
early years on the professional 
tour his downbeat body lan- 


the Wimbledon singles title 


fonnance to win the title in 
1991, dismantling Jim Courier 
in the final 6-2, 6-4, 6-0, Edberg 
performed a breathtaking series 
of escapes in successfully de- 
fending the championship the 
following year. 

Before defeating Pete 
Sampras in tbe 1992 final, be ex- 
tricated himself from being a 
break down in the fifth set of 
three consecutive matches, 
against Richard Krajicek, Ivan 
Lendl and Michael Chang. The 
semi-final agamst Chang tested 


the Australian Open, but 
simultaneously became tbe first 
player, male or female, to ac- 


Nichols, Watches Of Switzerland, 


complish a junior Grand Slam. 
The policeman’s son from 


selected branches of Leslie Davis, 


The policeman s so 
Vastervik also played a part in 
Sweden’s four Davis Cup tri- 
umphs in the last 11 years, - 
marking his debut in the 1984 
final by partnering Anders Jar- 
ryd to a doubles win against the 
Americans Peter Fleming and 
John McEnroe. 

Moreover, Edberg's behav- 
iour throughout his career has 
never been anything less than 
exemplary. 


Goldsmiths, Ernest Jones, 


Mappin & Webb and Walker & Hall. 
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